KO be 


*."* 
® - 
+ 


MAT. VI. 6. 


' » 
£ Y - 
= 


Tags to prove that the Worlhi 


Godin Secret, is the indiſpenſible Daryl 
_of al Chyiſtians 3. bork by ſundry'® 7: 
. Examples and Arguments, 


TOGETHER, 


With A : ſevere Rebuke: of Chriſtians. for 
their: Neplect oi, or Negligence 
-of Ctoſer-Prayer? Amman) bag? 
manaping thereof, Exhortations'to it, "Ob! 
ONS anſwered, Cales of Conſcience cleare re 
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J EPI ST LE. to the READER: 
|. Eſpecially to the ſtrict and ſerious 


Proteflor of Cliſtianity. 


Chriſtian Reader, 


\J7 E power of Godlineſs is much ſpoken of, but ua. 
am afraid) very rarely to be found amongſt 
[ even 7] famous Profeſſors : Moſt content them- 

- ſelves with external viſible duties, which Formalifts may 

>" carry on with as much ſeeming zeal and applauſe as ſin- 
-.> cere worſhippers : A formal ſririt is the diſeaſe of thepre- 

|. ſent day: the beams of Goſpel- light, have ſo far extralted - 
an aſſent to funaamental truths, and the neceſſity of ſome _- 
|:  prattical duties, that 'tis a ſhame in ſome places not to. 

| : have a Form of Godlineſs : Many will be found Orthodox: 

2a their FTudgments, and externally conformable in their. 

\ (i, prattices ; yet without a principle of Grace in their hearts," 

5.,0r the life of Religion im their Lives, in the day of acs PF 

F counts 5 witneſs the fooliſh Virgins. Thouſands do final- - = 

ly miſcarry beſides the groſly prophane : Some go to Hell. of © 

' with a candle in their F046 Chriſfts Colours in their. * 

hats, his Word in their mouths, and in the habit of Redb- 

' - ligion : Every one is not 4 Saiiit, that looks like Lond 4 7 
h Erooly itture makes a fair ſhew, but wants lifes A - 7 
"© Formaliſt will be comely indeed, if animated- pi th. TH: 3 
8 , hes ty grace : But .the leaven of hypeeriſe 

uties « This was that leavin of the Phi 
| thi Ch fred e's their A iS kN a get thee 4th 


© The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
God: They made Religious duties a ſtage to all vain glory 
| «pon, their Prayers had a thick ſhell andlittle kernel. Our 
|S Saviour would not have the Saints like them. Chriſt s 
{... Diſciples muſt do ſome ſingular thing, more than others ; 
& Their righteouſneſs muſt go beyond that of the Scribes and 
| Phariſees: Sinceruy is that ſpirit and life that ts to run ' 
; throurh Religion: elſe it is a Body without a Soul ; or. 
| Cloaths without the Man : This is the chief drift of our 
Sawours teaching, and main Deſion of Goſpel Com-, \. 
manads, torender Profeſſors ſincere axd ſpiritual, appro- ' 
£ wing their hearts to God in Evangelical performances. I 
g | bave many times bewniled the condition of thoſe who are 
very buſie in Externals of Religion abroad, and are groſly 
negligent of the main Eſſentials at home. They are like thoſe 
who are propping up ſomeremete members of their body, | 
while their Vitals are waſting in a languiſhing Con- 
ſumption : Theſe are like a Man in a. Feaver, his face and 
hands burn, but his heart ſhakes and quivers for cold c 1 
; 


Theſe I may call Pepper-profeſſors, hot in the mouth, but 
 coldat theſtomach : There are thouſandsin theIWorld will 
Tun many miles to hear a Sermon, will countenance the 
beſt Preachers, will read the Scriptures and good Books, { 
will prayin their Families, yea keep dayes of faſting and © 
Prayer with others, that yet will not ſet about heart- 
' work and' fleſh-diſplcaſing duties, of mortifying belaved 
* lifts, loving, forgiving and praying for enemies, —yea 
'. "That will not fer themſelves ſolemnly to the duties of Me" * 
.. 4tation, Self-examination, and ſecret Prayer : the Veſ- "+ 

*, fel will not ſtir except the wind of applauſe blow the ſails; * 
rheſe ave like the Nightingale in the wood, of which it u 
Fecorded, that ſhe ſimgs moſt ſweetly when ſhe thinks any 
near her. An Hypocrite can pray beſt, when taken notice 
Lis of by mer, . you will ſeldom ſee him at work with his heart. _ 
| - "4 Cloſet: he is of the mind of thoſe carnal perſons - 
|. .* Chriſtynatural kindred, Joh. 7.4. who ſaid to Chriſt, If 
._ Mou do thele things, ſhew thy telf to the World : For, 
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ſeith the Text, ver. 5. neither did his brethren believe 


in him: q. d.. Such as carry on duties, or counſel others 
ro ſuch undertakings as may expoſe them to publick view 
for oft entarton, declare plainly they want true grace, which 
makes perſons Fews inwardly, whoſe circumciſion is of- 
the heart, in the Spirir,. whoſe praiſe is not of men, 
n_ _ Rom. og The main trade of a Chri- 
fljan, is his Home-trade, as one ſaith, | TH 
which i ſpent in fecret betwixt God Fits —_— 
and his own ſoul ; here he drives an un- $1 Fe ”. _ $5 
known Trade, he is at Heaven and , 


. home again, richly laden in his thoughts with beavenly me- 


ditations, before the World knows where be hath been. - 
The conſidcration of theſe things hath engaged me to 
ſpend ſome thoughts, concerning this great and much neg- 


lefted Duty of Cloſet- Prayer ;, which when Thad delivered, 


and ſeveral bad got Copres thereof, it was judged fit for 


the Preſs,ſome hopes conceived of its further uſefulneſs; I 


peruſed it again, and methodized it into this form, and 


Communicated my thoughts to ſome concerning the publica- 5 


tron of it. . Afriend gave me notice there was a Baok ex- 
tant upon the ſame Subjett, which I enquired after, and 
found one of Mr. Brooks on the ſame T ext : That Book 1 
looked over, and war ready to think. it would ſave me & la- 


bour ; but, upon ſecond thoughts, I conſidered that this. = 
might fall into ſome hands that would not ; that ſeveral "8 


men writing on the ſame Subjeft may be uſeful; is ordina- 


or three leavesinthecloſe : Beſides that the other is larges, 
thisa ſmall Piece, and more portable, as a pocket-book;$ cr 


'Vade mecum : /et-it be then a ſhort Appendix to thatex-- 


'cellent Prece. 
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"fam beartily glad, any of Gods ſervants have ſet " __ 
- ſelves to promote this part of prattical piety ;"tis anexcets © 2 
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ry ; that our Mecthed and moſt of our Matter is different 3 
for Thad finiſh'd mine before 1 ſaw the other, except tio 
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he Epiſtle to the Reader. 
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better, and things would ſucceed better abroad; Mr. Ro-k 
gers being ſilenced from publick work, deſired his Hearers\ 
ro ſpend that time they were wont to come to his Lefture in, 
in ſerious Prayer and Meditation in their Cloſets, and hel 
was confident Satan would be a loſer, and their ſouls gam-| 
ers by that providence : 4nd ths I can affirm, that if per- 
ſons would ſpend part of that time in ſecret Prayer they take 
to runabroadto Sermons in,they would be bitter proficients: 
Not but that hearing the word 1s neceſſary, and ſo is this ;, | 
nor muſt the oze juſtle out the other : yea,theſe ſecret duties | 
belp us to profit by publick Ordinances. If dung be poured | 
down on heaps in the field,it doth no good ; it mult be ſpread | 
abroad, before it maks fruitful ground. The plaiſter heals 


. not, except it be applyed; ſothe Word muſt be ſpread on our 1 


hearts by ſerious and ſecret Meditation and Application,or © 
elſe it will never make our ſouls heaithful and fruitful ; 


. and then we muſt pray over it, for the ſhowers of divine 


grace to waſh it and work it into our hearts : Many Ser- 


.mons are loſt for want of ſouls taking them home to their 


Cloſers,and turning them to Prayer : I fear all will be Iig- 
tle enouch that Miniſters £an preach or write upon this 


: Theam ; I doubt ſtill, this work will be either totally-neg- 


lefted or negligently performed : it's an hard work,theSpiret 


. Taft travel in it ; and (ſaith good Mr. Bains) the Saints 


* canendurebetter to hear an hour, than to pray a quarter : 


yea our trifling hearts will make any excnſe to ſhift from this 


-duty, or ſhuffle it off; nay,thongh it be in exchange for ano- 


ther,a ſign the work is of God, and tending much to the fouls 


£o0d, or elſe Satan and onr corrupt hearts would never ſo 


much hinder or oppoſe it. | 


= Poor Soul,it may be thou lookeſt abroad,and ſeeft much 
wickedneſs committed, holineſs perſecuted, thy God diſho- 
= hired, many thingsout of order, thou wanteſt a capacity 
Fo bring a remedy: I muſt therefore ſay to thee as it's re-. 
48 ported, Albertus Crantzius ſaid co Luther, when he begars 
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_ ,effcacy when 'tis put into a dead mans mouth : fo: Prayer > 
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 - © The Epiſtle to the Reader. Es 
fo oppoſe the Pope, [Frater vade in cellam, & dic, Miſe- . * 
'rere mei Deus:7] Brother, go into thy cell, and ſay, God _ 
be merciful unto me ; ſo ſay I. Alas, thy intereſt and i1n- 
fluence reacheth but a little way to mend a wicked world, © 
(though thou muſt ſeth to perform as far as thy place ans _. 
calling extends; but go thyway to thy God in thy Cloſet, © 
bewail thy fins, andthe ſins of others: plead with God for 
thine own ſoul : Buſiethy ſelf about thy ſelf, ſet all ſtraight 
.at home, take heed of that which the poor Church complains 
of,, Cant. 1.6.. They made me the kezper of the Vine- 
yards, but mine own Vineyard have I not kept. Oh 
leave other things undone, rather than this great matter, 
that concerns the affairs of thine own ſoul. | 
My.Fox tells us of one Peter Moyce, a German Mar- 
.tyr, being called before the Synod at 
Domick: rhe) began toexamine him 1s. fi 22k. " 
zn certain Articles of Religion, to 
whom as he was about to anſwer boldly and expreſly to eve» 
ry point, they interrupting him,” bad him ſay im two words, 
. Yea or Nay. Then, ſaid he, if you will not ſuffer meto 
anſwer for my ſelf in things of ſuch importance, ſend me to 
. my Priſon again among my Toads and Frogs, which will 
.not interrupr me while I talk with my Lord my God. -Oh 
Chriſtian, the time may come, when men may ſiop thy 
mouth, and will not ſuffer thee to witneſs a good confeſſi- 
on, withdraw thy felf from men, and retire unto thy God, 
wha will make thee freely welcom to pour out thy ſoul te 
him in ſecret : Hel neither ſtop thy mouth 'nor ſtop his. 
.car ; he bids thee, Open thy mouth wide, P/al. 81.10. © 
. And he tells thee, His ear 1s open tothy cry, P/al.34-15. 
Thou canſt not ak ſuch great things as he can aud will. 
'0zve © Only ſee thou beeſt a Child of God, Naturatiſts tell- 4 
:of A precious Stone of an excellent wvertue, yet loſeth all its ; 
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2n the lips of a Saint or a righteous man, availeth nitgh-; 


bye ithe Prayer of the wicked! is not only ineffeltualy ur. © 
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31 their Cloſets with God, their own ſouls would thrive 
ff better, and things would ſucceed better abroad; Mr. Ro-l 
i gers being ſilenced from publick work, deſired his Hearers\ 
18 ro ſpend that time they Were wont to come to hu Letture in,| 
1! in ſerious Prayer and Meditation in their Cloſets, and he| 
'}! was confident Satan would be a loſer, and their ſouls gain- 
ers by that providence : 4nd thr I can affirm, that if per- 
ſons would ſpend part of that time in ſecret Prayer they take 
1" t0run abroadto Sermons in,they would be hetter proficients: 
Not but that hearing the word 1s neceſſary, and ſo is this , 
if mor muſt the oe juſtle out the other : yea,theſe ſecret duties | 
i belp us to profit by publick. Ordinances. If dung be poured | 
+18 down on heaps in the field,it doth no good ; #t mult be ſpread | 
1: abroad, before it makg fruitful ground. The plaiſter heals 
| . not, except it be applyed ; ſothe Word muſt be ſpread on our | 
hearts by ſerious and ſecret Meditation and Application,or | 
elſe it will never make our ſouls h:aithful and fruitful ; 
+ and then we muſt pray over it, for the ſhowers of divine 
grace to waſh it and work it 1mto our hearts : Many Ser- 
.mons are loſt for want of ſouls taking them home to thezr 
Cloſers,and turning them ro Prayer : I fear all will be lit 
tle enourh that Miniſters £477 preach or write upon this 
- Theam; I doubt ſtill, this work will be either tatally-weg- 
letfea or negligently performed : it's an hard work,theSpirtt _ 
- aft travel init; and (ſaith good Mr. Bains) the Saints © 
» canendure better to hear an hour, than to pray a quarter : 
yea our trifling hearts will make any excuſe to ſhift from this + 
-auty, or ſhuffle it off nay ,thongh it be in exchange for ano- 
ther,a ſign the work ts of God, and tending much to the ſouls 
$804, or elſe Satan and onr corrupt hearts would never ſo 
anxch hinder or oppoſe it. be HB. ; 
= Poor Soul, it may be thou lookeſt abroad,and ſeeft much 
Tickeaneſs committed, holineſs perſecuted, thy God diſho- 
wired, many things.out of order, thuu wanteſt a capacity 
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ge Fo bring a remedy: I muſt therefore-ſay to thee as it's re-. 
A ported, Albertus Crantzius ſaid co Luther, when he began 
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>, "- "The Epiſite co the Rexger. *-—Y 
to oppoſe the Pope, [[Frater vade in cellam, & dic, Miſe- - 
'rere mei Deus:7] Brother, go into thy cell, and ſay, God _ 
be merciful unto me ; ſo ſay I. Alas, thy intereſt and in- 
fluence reacheth but a Little way to mend a wicked world, © 
( though thou muſt ſeek to perform as far as thy place and 
ram calling extends; but go thyway to thy God in thy Cloſet, © 
per- NN bewail thy fins, andthe ſins of others: plead with God for 
tabe | thine own ſoul : Buſiethy ſelf about thy ſelf, ſet all ſtraight 
ts. -at home, take heed of that which the poor Church complains 
bis; | of, Cant, 1.6. They made me the kezper of the Vine 
F yards, but mine own Vineyard have I not kept. Oh - 
leave other things undone, rather than this great matter, 


” 
© 


that concerns the affairs of thine own ſoul. 

Mr. Fox tells us of one Peter Moyce, a German ar- 
.tyr, being called before the Synod at ans a 
Dornick, they began to examine him ja 0 
.#n certain Articles of Religion, to | 
whom as he was about to anſwer boldly and expreſly to eve- 

| ry point, they interrupting him," bad him ſay in two words, 
> | _.Yeaor Nay. Then, ſaid he, if you will not ſuffer me to 
, 3 anſwer for my ſelf in things of ſuch importance, ſend me to 


s * - my Priſon again among my Toads and Frogs, which will 
— .not interrupt me while I talk with my Lord my G od. Oh 
+4 Chriſtian, the time may come, when men may ſtop thy 
£4 mouth, and will not ſuffer thee to witneſs a goed confeſſi- 

7 on, withdraw thy felf from men, and retire unto thy God, 


him in ſecret : Hel neither ſtop thy mouth nor ſtop his - | 
; .ear ; he bids thee,, Open thy mouth wide, P/al. 81.10. © 4 
| . And he tells thee, His ear 1s open tothy cry, P/al. 34-15, } 
.  . Thos. canſt not ak ſuch great things as he can aud will. © © 
'03ve :' Only ſee thou beeſt a Child of God. Naturatiſts tell- 2 
 - 20f 4 precious Stone of an excellent vertue, yet loſeth all its - 3 
+ © , offecacy when, tis put into a dead mans month : 'fo: Prayer 3 
4n-the lips of a Saint or a righteous man, availeth niteh; _* 

.  1hatithe Prayer of the wicked is not only ineffett ualy but. 2: 


F wha will make thee freely welcom to pour out thy ſoul to 
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#bominhle to God : See to your ſtate, and then ſee that 


You pray aricht, for manner ,matter, end : many ask and | 
Tecerve not, becauſe they atk amiſs : Above all, Soul, in | 
Thy ſecret adreſſes #o God, take hted of a trifling ſpirit 5 |} 
thou lt find moſt ado with thy. ſelf herein. our wanton ſpirits | 
are loath to be pent up in a narrow roomof a ſpiritual per» | 


formance 3, we love to take our liberty in ranging abroad 
70 a thouſand objets : but Chriſtian, as thou loveſt thy 


peace, thy Soul,thy God, look tothy ſpirit in ſecrer Prayer : 


Do not trifle away thy time upon thy knees, let not thy 
words freeze as they come from thee, let 'mo diſcourage- 
ments beat thee off : the Woman of Canaan, as one ſaith, 
rakes the Bullets that Chriſt ſhot at her, and with an 
hamble boldncſs of faith, ſends them back, again tm Pray- 
er; which indeed reach'd his heart, and prevailed with 
God for mercy. | | 
But, I ſhall inlarge no more at preſent, but refer thee 
to this ſmall Treatiſe, wherewith I have ( according to my 
poor talent) laid before thee this great duty : What effett 
#t fhall have I know not, my God knows, in whoſe hands 
the bleſſing of our endeavours lyes ; Ger alone and pray 
over this Book, and for the tinworthy ſinful. Author, as 
he deſires to do for thee into whoſe hands this may come : 
tet our Prayers daily mect at the Throne of Grace, till our 
' fouls meet before the Throne of God; if thou receiveſt 
any good by this or any other work this poor worm hath 
handed to thee, aſcribe nothing to the inſtrument, but all 
'fo the agent, and efficient : our good God, from whom comes 
every good and perfett gift ,,diſaains not the work for the 
Plainneſs of the ſtyle ;, 3t was purpoſely put in this dreſs for 
the Vulgar's benefit ; and if it or my ſelf be expoſed to cen- 
ſere for that, 'tis welcom. I write not to pleaſe learned 
Scholars, but to profit plain Chriſtians ; whoſe ſpiritual 
Lood I prefer above any credit to my ſelf. . I am ſure, there 
7s none due : there being fewof my brethren but they tran- 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
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* thing, the leaſt of Saints, not meet to be called a Miniſter. 
4 Did thoſe that read my labours know me, they would be 


ready to deſpiſe my undertakings : Thu 1 ſpeak, becauſe 
my former book hath found ſuch good acceptance, and this 


#5 ſo much deſired. And that no man think of me, above 


what he knaweth to be in me : my heart hath been near 
fainting through diſcouragements from my great weakneſs, 
had I not been ſupported many a time with that word, in 


2 Cor. 4.7. But we have this treaſure in earthen veſlels, - 


thar the excellency of the Power may be of God, and 
not of Man. IWhence 1 gather, that God can make jiſe of 
weak, unlearned, finfal Inftruments to do great 'works 

and he can uſe : ug of meas abilities, to accompliſh 
his glorious ends, in converting Souls, as well is the 


profoundeſt Clerks, or wiſeſt men on earth: yea ſometimes 


he layeth aſide theſe,and rather uſeth the former, that all 
the glory might be his ; And that no fleſh might glory-in 


his preſence: 1 Cor. 1. 29, But ſuch as I am or © 


have, 15 all devoted to the honour of our Redeemer, and 


welfare of Souls 
Whiles I am 


dit 4 
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MATTH. VI vi. A 


But thou, when thou. prayeſt, enter into. 1 
Cloſet : and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, . © 
pray to thy Father which is in ſecret ; and'i # 
thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall res ( 


The Context cleared, 


the Mount, we have both the Goſpel clearly:Pro- © % 
pounded, and the Law ſolidly expounded : The: 3 
corrupt and carnal Phariſees had degraded God's ha. # 
ly Law from its ſpiritual. exzent and. regiment by &1 
their low and literal gloſſes, bur our Saviour reſtores: | 
itto its dignity and authority over hearts. and con« 


ſciences. EF 


In.chis Chapter, the beſt, Preacher thatever onenad': wy 
his mouth, doth admirably explainithe AdjutGts, Offi« + 4 
ces, and Exerciſes of true Piety: ohh princely _ 
. rers, Alms, Prayer. and Faſtingz tQ- Yer." Is } | 
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| | FI 
; .__ Cloſet-Pzayer, 
were two material deſtructive Faults which the Scr:bes 
and Phariſees were guilty of ; in that {weet and ſo- 
lemn Ordinance : Thoje were, 1. Hypecriſie, 2. Batto- 
- Logie,or vain-babling. Jeſus Chriſt rebukes and rectifies 
both. | | 

I. They werewont to perform their private devott- 
ons in publick places, meerly. for vain-glory, to be 
' ſeen of men, as in the Synagogues, or in the Streets : 
* ver. 5.. Now for the Diſciples practice in this caſe, - he 
 , commands . them to withdraw themſelves out of the 
# . view of men, . into ſome folitary place, and there per- 
# form that Duty, where they are leaſt expoſed ro the 
& danger of oftentation : vey. 6. | 
 -7 '2. Another faultthat our Redeemer rebukes in the 
-- Duty of Prayer is, vain Repetitions. And though he 
+ only mention it here as the Heathens fault, ver, 7. yet 
- _ certainly the Scribes and Phariſees might allo be guilty 
* of ir, for they are cenſured for their long Prayers, Mar. 
23. 14. Yet upon different accounts. Here the Heathens 
uſe vain repetitions that they may move God : There 
the Scribes and Phariſees make long Prayers that they 


F . may deceive men, and devour Widows houſes. This 
=, Text ſaith, They think they ſhall be heard for their much 


|  ſpeaksng ; juſt as Baal's Prieſts, 1 King. 18. 26, They 
> Called onthe name of Baa/ from morning eventillnoon, 
-} ſaying, O Baal hear us ; they leaptupon the Altar,and 
Fz cryed aloud, and cut themlelves, with knives and lan- 


{| A cers, till the blood guſhed-out upon them. No doubt 
'* > this was done to move their cruel god (or rather ſtupid 
©. 7 block)toſomepity and compaſſion: Juſt as the frantick 

+ Papiſts doat this day 1n their ſelf-rormenting penances : 


$7 But.our-God who 1s the ſearcher of hearts, delights, 


/ 


2 more in ardent affections, than in either extenſion 'of 


he. voice, or multiplication-of words, or excruciating | 


© Fafflitions of the-outward man :- Therefore our Saviour 
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God of any thing he is ignorant of, ver. 8. Your Father | /- 
knoweth what things you have need of before ye ask him : 
But we pray that our own hearts may be affected; and 
that we may have the condition of acceptance ; And 


For the reCtifying of this abute of vain bavling in Pray-' 


er.Chriſt propounds and pretents to us an exact draught 


.and compendious platform of Prayer, in that which is 1 
commonly called, he Lords Prayer : not as though men} . © 
| ſhould ſay only thoſe words and no-more ; for rhen the -- _ 7 
| Apoſtles had failed in praying in other terms, but that £31 


this might be a directory for Pyayer. 
So that every thing we ask, ſhould Ut aliter orare quam 


be reducible to ſome of thoſe heads #f0ci4t, non Tgnoran-, Þ ; 4 


tia jola ef, jed 


mentioned in this perfect platform : Culpa: Cyp.de Serm. 


So that, as Cyprian ſaith; "Yo pray ad Orat. Domine y E” 


otherwayes than he hath caught (el- pag. go: 

ther as to the manner, or ſubſtance 

of the matter) 'cis nor only ignorance but an offence : 
and indeed we cannot expect to be heard except weask, 
as well according to Chriſts mind asin his name. But 


' thisis not the ſubject I have choſen to infiſt upon. Thar 4 


which falls under our preſent cognizancefrom this Text, 


| - is, The modification of Prayer, with reſpect ro the cir: | 


cumſtance of privacy, iolitarineſs, or retirement. o 
The Text holds forth the warrant for, and manner of 


- carrying on the great work of Cloſet-Prayer; a copious 


me a precious Duty. 
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SECI. I. 
The words opened. 


j Or a more diſtinet opening of the words according 
F to the parts before-mentioned, conſider : 
1. What 1s meant by a Cloler, here. Some under 
Kand and interpret it, not literally bur myſtically, : 10a- 
| king an Allepory of i it, as though it did import [interig- 
- rem cordis receſſum] the inner receſſes or motions of the 
| heart, but though that be a truth and duty, That we | 
muſt pray in the cloſet of the heart; yet, I humbly con-. 
= ceive, thar ts not the proper meaning of this place : for 
>. we need not interpret this plain word in ſuch a borrow- 
| We + ed ſenſe; (ince multitudes of Scriptures are ſo exprels, 
* "For worſhipping God with the heart, Beſides, that ts not 
ſuirable to the {cope of the place, which oppo{ſerh lelf- 
| 9 Letoty is Cite Sac retirement to the Phariſaical modes 
wh bs web. * 24%* of devotion : The word then is to be 
222:Y literally taken, and xgpv7/s in gene- 
[7 -ral imports any ſecret place where a thing is laid up: 
: "Y "> particularly, ir ſignifies a Safe place, 
Luk: 24: a * . or Cupboard, to lay victuals in; or 
Ka a locked Cheſt, wherein a treafare i is 
5 whally reſerved: or it's taken (as indeed here and ofr 
©: elſe where ) for alole or {ecret chamber, a withdraw- 
Wot Ws, ' ing-room, retiring-place, where a 
Kot otee, Par. aPpcrionis not {een nor heard,nor yet 
is diſturbed in his devetions by any 
n:viſe or commotion ; a-ſecret conclave or lacked Par- 


|: ,7 low, whereno company is to come. x 
7 7}  -2. Shut thy door: this word imports yet @ VELA | 
| degreeaffecrecy:q.d- that thoy maiſt make thy Fl 2% 
I eIITd, ſhur up thy ſelf in a room let none come 
y at thee to diſturb thee. i thy converſings. 52a 
| | by bps Gor wn Mabe © it faſt ; yea * noge oEr- -hear, - 
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A 1 Chitftian Dnity: & "> # 
hee in thy retired devotions. For, obſerve it, in trae” + 
Cloſet-Prayer there ſhould be an including of the voice =Y 
as well as the body : foe pray 'o load in their cham-' ' 3 
ders that they may be heard into the ſtreets ; ;. his is not + 7.4 


rdin properly Cloſet-Prayer, ſince it doth nor attain the eng” £4 
a of this retirement, which is an approving the hearron-" "7-4 
my fo God, and avoiding all ſhews and occaſions of hy- B. 
, 2d pocriſie and vain- glory ; foritis all one (as tothis end) E 
f = ag whether the body be teen or the voice be heard : Only #*= 
twel remember, this is ſpoken of ſecret Prayer; for it doth 
con. | ot exclude publick Prayer mm a congregation, whete T0 
a the body is ſeen, and voice is heard : Yetitdoth by a "B22 
ow. | ind of Synecdoche require ſelf-denial » fingleneſs, and * 


- | ſincerity in all kind of Prayer, pub- 


els, | lick, private, ſecret, for one part or Una ſpecie femP/icita- pg 
10t : : ?, tis pro toto genere 34 
If. | ſign of uprighcnels in the duty 1s | paſte EE. 
Joe | putfor the whole,ſhutting the door, = 
M for integrity of heart in the whole management of this LA 
” great Afﬀair. 


y \ 3. Hezre's the object of Prayer : Pray to thy Father: © 
" | Thy buſineſs is not with men, but with God z ſeek "#5 

} therefore to pleaſe and injoy bim: Nor yetartthou to K* 
. {| fetcha compals and pray to Saints and Angels, bur-ge | 
3 F Atraightto God in the vame of Chriſt, and be ſtare thou | 


G Z look upon him as under. the ſweet ? 

: # relationofa tender Father; yea, by m_—_— 
4 Father. Oh, a ſweet word, a blefled 1,447 etiivigires 
- | word, and ſuch a word as we durſt- | iſe nohis fir per 


porhave taken into our mouths ; had miſe orare; Cypri-- 7 
© not been for Chriſt's glorious un- a Sr ts Die : 
;- | derraking to purchaſe for us the ado- Es I 
ol. Ptiy, and this gracious commiſſion,and in the 
fPtayer the preſcription ;and for God the Father 
B wry condeſcention. Come then, and Garner oor - 
iple'sf Chriſt, come with filial aber Y 


$ the profeſſion of my Name, take my countel fort 


} { 3 what thon 9p about, fieal time from all obſervers, 


5 ES D 
\ ao 


'6 | _ _"Cloſet-Praver,. 


paternal relation imports affection, proviſion, . conde- 


{cention, and compaſſion. Ir chou wilt be a Child .tofſ 


him; he will be a Father to thee: 2 Cor. 6. 18. 

4. Here's the Arguments and Incouragements to 
this duty of ſecret Prayer. 

1. Thy Father jets 14 [ecret, All's one to him whether 
you be in a publick Church, or private Clofet ;* God 
( whole-eyes are ten thouſand times brighter than the 
Sun)J{ees youtn the pne place, as well as in the other, and 
though men ſee yoa not, yer content your ſelves with 
this, That God and your con{ctences are competent wit- 


neſles of your uprightneſs; with whom you have to 


do, and from whom you have your reward. 

2. Hewill reward thee cpen!y. There's two things in 
this expreſſion. 1. They (hail be rewarded. 2. They 
ſhall be openly rewarded. So that men ſhall fay, Yerzly| 
there is a reward for the righteous, verily he 1s a God 
that judgeth in the earth : Pſal. 58. 11. The Scribes and | 
Phariſces do all their works to be ſeen of men, and of } 
men they have that ſorry reward : you do yours in the | 
fight of God, and from him you ſhall receive your | 
_ abundant andeternal recompence. Though men lee you | 
not.fear not, you ſhall be ſeen and accepted by him that * 


ſearcheth hearts, and knoweth the mind of his Spirit + ! 


But of theſe, more'anon. | 
The ſum anddeſign of the Text is this. Thou, my | 
Diſciple, ſeeſt the plauſible practices of the hypocritical | 
| Phariſees, to gait credit and applaule ; they perform 
their private duties in publick places, as Markets and- | 
Synagogues,that they may paſs among men for eminent | 
Saints ;. and they are generally ſo eſteemed ; that's their 


reward. But thou that haſt given up thy name to me, in 


lating this ſweet Duty of ſecret Prayer : Lernane"lee- 


4 


y felf into ſome Cloſet or private mon. 7 
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nde-Sand when thou haſt made all faſt, do thou ſet thy ſeli 
[d rofffin the preſence of God, approve thy heart to him, lay. 
open thy boſom before him,tell himall thy grievances; ! 
and though no creature is privy to thy ſecret groans,” 
yet be ſure that all thy deſires are before God, and thy 
ther groaning is not hid from kim, and he takes notice of 
God thy rears; and-reſerves them in a boitle by him, tobe + 
 theſſ rewarded in a viſible manner in a feaſonable time, thy 
and} labour isnot in vain, thy work is with the Lord, and ; 
vVIthF thy reward with thy God. be 


9, one, EI 
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uy} TI are many DoCtrineslye couchedinthe words, -* 
'0 | I ſhall but hintthem, and pitch upon one. is: 
nd | I. Prayer 85 4 Choice part of Relipien ; its a piece of E:: 
of | natural worſhip ; raough the right ordering of it-1s'- 


ie by inſtirurion, yet 'tis a main part of Religion. There- 3 
Ir 3. foreoften put in Scripture for the whole ſervice of Gods + 
ny He thatcallson thensine of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, Rom." ; 


it } 710. 13. A prayerleſs foul is Sracelels. - 


. 7 2. Prayer us 4 duty much abuſed : There's {carce any A 
; thing ſo much perverted and corrupted as this choice 3 

4 duty,by formality,hypocriſie, ſuperſtition, baſe and by- 

l ends, as 1s clear by theie Phar:ſees many wayes,: and 3 
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ES Cloſet-P2ayer, 
* i 4. AChriſtian muſt do nothing for praiſe or applauſe, 
* eſpecially in mattersof Religion : It is a baſe proſtituting 
. |. The higheſt things of God, to our beaſtly luſts. Ir is ro 
- " feed an humour, arid damn the foul with that which 
ſhould tave it. LernoCtriſtians,(as the Phiriſees here,) 
make Prayer truckle to their credit, Phil. 2.3. Let 
nothing be done through ſtrife or vain.glory. 

F.. There are ſet and flated times of Prayer : This is 
hinced in thts word, When, when thou prayeſt. A time 
there mult be for ic, though the point of time 1s nor de- 
termined, yet a time muſt be let apart for the duty,eve- 

Ty day ; a Chriſtian muſt chule our the fitteſt time for 
the dury, by the due ule of his liberty and diſcretion. 

6. Circumſtances are of great uſe in all our aCtions : 

Theſireers are proper places to walk,ralk,buy and el] 

*._ #0, bur not to fir for Prayer ; the Church is a fic place 

-- for publick devotion, not fo for a folemn pertormance 

| => of the duty of ſecret Prayer. Although mental ejacula- 

-rions are fir enouph 1n both, yet it's not convenient to 

| kneel down or ute ourward geſtures of ſecret Prayer 

there. 

7. Cloſet-Prayer muſt he with all ſecrecy and ſalitarrneſs- 

Ina Clotet,door ſhut : As we muſt not blow a Trumpet 

- when we give Alms, ſo we muſt not hold out a flag 

when we go to wait on God in the Duty of Prayer ! 

Ir was carnal counſel the brethren of Chriſt gave him : 

© Foh. 7. 4. Sew thy ſelf to the World. The reaſon is gi- 

”. ven, v. 5. For neather did his brethren believe in him : A 
tad {jgn okcarnality ! | | 

8. God alone is the proper objeft of our Prayers : Pray 

to thy Father. As he is the object of our Faith, ſo of 

Prayer: For he alone can help, therefore he is to be 

ſought, none elſe fees our ſtate, or can fatisfie ſouls : 

Iſa. 63. 16. Doubtleſs thou art our Father, though Abra- 

ambe ignorant of us.. - 


| þ; . 9. Inallour addreſſes to 
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God we muſt own God as | 
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| AChzittian Duty. WES 
our Father z as having adopted us in Chriſt; becauſ®| 
his, therefore ours: / a/cend (faith Chriſt) ro my Father | - 
and your Father, Joh.20.17. Indeed by nacure we were... 
children of wrath, bur by grace children of his Love þ, 
ſo that they,may {ay, as 1/a. 64.8. But now, O Lord, ' 
thou art our Father. Oh plead and improve this relation,” | 
| IO. Gods omnipreſent : Thy Fa- | 
gw ther which is in aki the "41456 Hine oy reſens 72 
| quia nullu;m eſt Vhz, 
> of Heavens cannot contain him, ye 42 exclujus, neqz 
I King. 8.27. He fllech all places alicubj- ef incluſus. 
| with his immenſe and ivfinite eſ- Amel. Med. Theok, © 
| ſence : Heaven is his throne; the lib, I. Caps 14+ 47 | 
Earth is his footſtool;, he is excluded from no place, in- © 
cluded in none: for he is without al] limirarion, dimen-., ; 
, ſion, or termination. {® 
" It. God isomniſcient. Thy Father which ſeethin foil { 
Þ cret. The darkeſt night,or ſecreteſt clofer,or.moſt hid-; q | 
'f® Acn thought of a relerved heart, can neither hide, or: 
be hid from God's all- -ſeeing eye: Heb.4.13. God be- © 
holds all things in Heaven and on Earth with one fi X: 
| pleſingle act ofhis Underſtanding ; without compoſi" ' | 
Z tion, diſcourſe, or repreſentation of Species. - "| 
.- 12. Every believing Prayer hath a ſure reward : He. ; 
will reward thee openly : Not a good word to God,or' - 
work for God, ſhall be loſt : To him that ſaweth righ- © 
teonſneſs, ſhall he a ſure reward, Prov. 11.18. And we : 
know every right Prayer is a real ſeed, P/al. 126.6. 1 
And it will riſe in a full and plentiful crop another? ; 
da bs | 
| vE The reward of ſecret Praycr ſhall be oper and mani= *\ 
feſt - They have already a reward and gift in ſecret ; A 
Communion with God'is an abundant recompence. 1 4 
keeping thy Commandments there is great reward : Pſal. 
19. 11. But this is a [ premium ante premium ] reward * 
before the reward : the other ey pe! in Heaven  beſorgy 3 
Angels and Men. _ 
B #; 
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14. 2Cbriſtians reward is from God: Thy Father will { 

reward thee : Not men. Scy/bes and Phariſees bave their 
reward from men, from men they expect it': Saints EX - 
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Clofet-P1ayer. 
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- diſcourſes, but none of theie are the ſubject I ſhall in- 
fiſt upon. | vo all 


[ ſhall raiſe one from the main ſcope of the Text, 
which is this. Neel - 

Doct. That Cloſet-Prayer is a Chriſtian Duty. 

Secret Prayer is an Evangelical exerciſe. 

Every child of God may and muſt perform the du- 
ty of Secrer Prayer. LK: wits 

As a Chriſttan miſt pray all manner of Prayer, ſo in 
all places, 1 Ti. 2. 8. 1 will that men pray every where - 


 Andifevery where, then in their Cloſets : This divine 


Incenſe ſhould perfumeevery room,and ſhould aſcend 


q to Heaven from Chambers as well as Churches : Any 


place now is fit for a Divine Oratory; a 


Sn mA  Saintſhould give himſelf ro Prayer, and 
"6H dedicate his houſe to God ; he ſhould 
(as it were) confecrate every room in his houſe to be a 

+ Place of private devotion. Abraham reared an Altar to 


God wherever he came ; ſo muſt a Chriſtian make eve- 


ptove from Foſh. | 


_ 
TE "* 


— 


3s 00 RRQ Rd. 


We 
_ 


0 OR * 


not fail to find that the Grots and we: 4 


Apoſtles, that uſed this dury of ſolitary or ſecret | 
Prayer. | 
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| 'A Chiilttan Duty. 7, F 
24. 26. That the Jews of old, and Chriftians in Goſpel- | 
times had their'[] Pro/exche, or ] praying places, which 
he thus deſcribes ( as to the Jews © 
old: ) Proſeacha, faith he, was a plot wwe vi Diatribe, P 
of ground, encompaſſed with a wal}, " :: 203 
or lome other like mound or incloſure, and open. above |." 
much like to our Courts, the ule properly for Prayer, *#© 
as the name Pro/eucha imports: And ithele were with- 
out the Cities, as Synagogues were within; Of this 
(as he thinks) were thole in A#.2 1.31. and £,uk.6.12 
Where > Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to continue all night” 2? 75 | 
TFeoow 1 Ts bs, tw Proſencha Dei ] in the place of : 
Prayer, or Proſeucha of God. Nor yet do I believe or., G-” 
find, but that the Saints had other prayi "g places, asin ' 
houſes and elſewhexe as occaſion was oftered, even in. = 
dwelling houſes, FA 12. 12. But asto this Daty of 

ſecret Prayer, it muſt nor be ſo'narrowly confined, but ' 
we may go to any Cloſer or private Room where our 
ſouls)may meet with God : And{'as one ſaith) we ſhall 


The life of Di. Ham- 
caves Jye as open to the cceleſtial in- 45, letter, P. 


fluences, as the faireſt and moſt beau- 201: 
tiful Temples. 


5 ECT. IV, 
Inſtances of ſeveral in Scripture, that uſed Cloſer-Prayer. 


"Jo Doctrine needs no Explication, but Confirma- 

tion : which I ſhall do from Scripture-Inſtances 

and Reaſons. 7 
We have ſeveral Examples of Patriarchs, Prophets, | 


t. Abraham, the Friend of God, and Father of the - * 
aithful, converſed much with his God alone ; 5 LS |. 
B 4 larl 


&J »I2 | 
F larly in this duty of Prayer, Ger. 18. 22. When the 


© nantes. 


3 - commodus, maxime in 


Cloſet-P:ayer, 


men, (z.e. the created Angels thar ſeemed men ) were 


one towards Sodom, Abranam jtood yet before the Lord, + 


or Zehovah, i. e. Jeſus Chriſt, the Angel of the Cove- 
nant. Standing is a praying poſtare, therefore put for 
prayer; hence Abraham drew near and pleaded with 
God for Sodom : That was his errand to God at thar 


|. time. No doubt he had uſed this courſe frequent- 


ly in other cates: Hence arole that intimacy be- 
| twixt God and Abraham : So that 
Wes 12: Ch4': God talked with him, came to 
att him ; and he again diſcourſed fa, 
miliarly- with God. | £ 
2. Tſaac, the ſon of the Promile, a very contempla- 
| _—_— tive man, thexefore 'tis ſaid, Ger. 
; ( # . 
Licutus eft ore, vil 24+ 63. That Fc went out to meds» 
' corde cogitavit; pro- tate in the field at even-tide. The 
- pie ſgnificat, . ſub- word ſignifies as well to Pray as Me- 
miſſa voce 109%, #9- irate, 'ris likely he did both in ſome 
—— ſolitary Walk, where he converſed 
with his God, The Chaldez tranſlates it by praying, but 
the Greek by exerciſing himſelf, :. z. both in meditation 
and prayer : And truly there is a near affinity betwixt 
theſe two ſweet duties, and ?tis uſual for a devout ſoul 
to fall out of the one into the other, in its retirements. 
; Soliloquie in the heart helps to a co/- 
loquie with God :; But here obſerve 
folitudine, ubi ſenjus  1ſaacs oratory, which he had in the 
de piis meditationi- field, which he uſed for more priva- 
Dus, INKS AVOCAntar. Cy ; There( ſaith Pareus) he conti- 
Pareus in tec. nually poured out Prayers to God, 


- Locus precibus nbiq; 


and at this time more earneftly for the happy ſucceſs of > 


his ſervant; a ſingular example of piety ; A place it 
wasevery way fit for Prayer,eſpecially in ſolitude where 


the ſenſes are leſs drawn off from pious meditations : - 


Some think he was returning from his devotions, and 


then 
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| then 'tis worth noting, What a ſpeedy reward of -his 
\ | piety, andeffet of his prayers was granted : Would 
| all young men take che like courle for a Wife, they. 
might meet ſeaſonably with a-Rebeckah inmercy. 

3. Facob is a famous inſtance of this chuice exerciſe,- 
| {| -fewlike Aim; he was put to flee, but they could not. 
| drive him from his Go4: . They had their meeting pla- 

- ces and intercourle where none ſaw : particalary that 
\ |. remarkable time, Ger. 32. 24, Facob was left alone : 
: #8 And there wreſtled a man with him until the breaking of 
> | the day.”Tislikely Zacob had ſent his houſhold away on:. 
, F purpoſe that he might wreſtle with God alone : I'thalf 
not diſpuce whether Facob had any extraordinary natu- 
ral ſtrength of body, I am ſure he had abandance of 
ſpiritual ſtrength of grace, nor ſhall I rake notice of the 
Hebrews ſubtil diſputes concerning this man. Hoſea tells 
us,. it was an Angel, yet withal he tell us, That by hzs. 
| firength he had power with Goa, Hoſ. 12. 4,4. Therefore 
? this was God himſelf, the creating, | 
1 notacreated Anpel, even Jeſus Chriſt, 
| theAngel that Redeemed him from all evil, whoin 2a- 
| lachicalls, The Angel of the Covenant, Mal. 3. 1.1r 
was God himlſelf}Elohim, whom Facob overcame in this 
| ſtupendious[|m90machia, or] conflict. Buthow did he 
thus prevail ? The Text faith, with prayers and tears, 

_ he wept and made ſ{upplication : Now he had gotren 
;Sad to a-ſide ( as it were) and none came to diſtract. 
him, or to part this ftrong and bleſſed duel ; he is re- 

- ſolved to ſtick'to his hold, and not let God go, till he 
- | blefledhim: And good Facob came offa Noble Con- . Þ 
. queror ;. and from that purchaſed the famous nameof 0 . _ | 
>| J/rael: Ohunequal matches ! Oh unparallel'd conqueſt! _ | 
The ſeemingly-adverſe combatant was Facobsonly affi- +. Þ 
ſtant, and the conquered was the inyincible Fehovah, . -- - Þ 
- --and no other ſeconds or ſpeCtators, but the Infinite. 
God and Worm Jacob, FE WY 


a | cadet _—_—_ ez Les 


Gen. 48. 16, 


© pd EE (bw CT GY, bu vv ''V w 


9 VP Þ3 


SW 


— 


_ = ow 
-, 5 BN -4;.5 20 
+ .4.@.- REITs i 
, by wh 
% B Y, ” _ w 
. W S2 
MF im # ” if MI. 
Tf 7 w 03 
' A &/59 2 ER NR 
>. 1. > IE OS” 


"ad bis 0+ ID Ot mw 


"23- > 


OE; $4, Ati 15 Be 
F n 
«© 


_ Clofef-P2axer, 


- 4+ Hoſes was achoice man of God, whom the Scrj-. .. 
pture characterizeth as a #9-ſuch, Zcut. 34. 10. There 


aroſe not a Propiet ſince tn Irael l:ke 11 Moles, whom the 


Lord kaiew face to face ; and this intimate acquaintance 
was obtained, maiurained, and exerci'ed by this ſecret 
converſing with God : How ofren do we find the Lord 
and his ſervant Joſes rogether? and n-nc: with them, 
yea Moſes only maſt come near, and the 
reſt muſt worſhip afar off : And wiat buſt- 
nefs have theſe familiar Friends one with 
another ? Why, ſometimes the Lord {peaks to Moſes. 
tometimes Moſes ſpeaks to God in fecret prayer : See 
bothitogether it Exod. 32. 9, 10, 11. A ſtrange Scrip- 


Exod. 14. 
I2, 


' ture, God and Moſes hid been converfing with each o- 


ther in'the mount forty dayes: - God teHls Moſes, the 
people had made them a-molten calf,and'he was angry 
and would conſime them,and bids Moſes ler him alone, 
as though Mofts had bound the hands of omuipoteney : 
Nay then, thinks Ao/es, if my poor people be in this 
hazard fince Iam with God,I'le ply the throne of grace, 
and'improve my intereſt for them : and then he falls. 
cloſeto the work,and befoughtthe Lord his God,and it's 
ſaid—Art this time he alone ſtood in the gap, _ 
and prevailed by his interceſſion to turn a-e 
way Gods wrath from 1/rac! : Here was a 
work; and this was the fruic ot lecret prayer. 

- David the man after Gods own heart, was a marr 
much skilled in ſecret or cloſet meditations andiprayers : 
Hence ſome of his Pſalms of Prayer and Praiſe werefirlt 
compoled in Czves, Wilderneſles, and folitary places, 
Pal. 1.42. Titles /aſchil of David ; a Prayer whes he 
wasin the Cave. And this is for inftruCtion to us, 1o 
Aaſchil ſignifies: Yea, he purpoſely compiles the 1 02. 
Pſal. as a pattern io all that may be in his caſe, that is 


Pſal., 397 


3 folitary; As 4 pelicen in rhe Wilderneſs, an owl 3n the 
* deſart,or « ſparrow alone upon the houſe top, O26 
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'y A Chnfttan Duty. . $f 
L 7 they te to pray as he did, and to pour out their. com- | } 
_. plaint before the Lora : Yea, upon a declaration of 
' Gods covenant, defigns of mercy to David and his 4 
* kouſe;; the good man' went either into ſome private we 
"room in his own houle, or into the Tent before the *þ* 
: | Ark, and there {et himſelf, firſt to meditate, then to 
pray ;* for he did both, as that Scripcure clearly inti- 
mates, 2 Sam. 7. 17, 27. And oh what memorable 
Suits of ſecret Prayer had David frequently ! Surely he 
| | felt the ſweetnefs of it, both in his ſoul and body, in his 
{ Ipiritual eſtate; and political affairs: Therefore he com- 
 mendsitro all, P/al. 4. Commune with your own heart up- 
on your bed(or inyour bed-chamber)and there atfooffer * 
the ſacrifices of Tighteouſnels, axdipur your truſt inthe 
Lord, ver: 4-. 5. SG | hs 
4 | 59-7 So] 
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; WE - Five more Inſtances produced. K; 

--4:63 A  Nother example from Scripture of the perform- 

YA. ance of ths ory of ſecret prayer, is, the fa- 
- |  m6us man of God E/ijaþh, who wrought many miracles, 
+ | 9 and was mighty in prayer, for ſo the Apoſtle Fares te- 
|. ftifiesof him, Chap. 5. 17, 18. that he'could ſhar and 
| F lo Heaven-; he had (as it were) got the Key ofthe 


'. | Clouds, to openthe windows of Heaven, that ir mighr 

: '| rainor not rain, accerdins to his word. But howcame 

t | he bythis power? Why, certainly he had great" ac- 

) quaintance with his God in ſecret; Take one inſtance 

4 what his practice.was, 1 Xp. 17. 19. to ver: 24: Tt is 

I | the memorable Hiſtory of raifing the Widow womans 

A dead Son.., It wasa great undertaking':, none but” God 

S |, conldraife the dead, God is tobe implored by earneſt .- 

'& | Prayer, no place ſofit for that great duty as acloſet;, or F} 
y ſomeclofe Chamber; therefore he being to deatwith his -þ 


316 . © ,- Cloſet-Pzayer, 
God-in good hard earneſt about this important buli/ * 
nets, laich the Text, He carried him up into a loft, where -. 
he abode, and laid him upon. his onn bed, and then he cry- k 
ed to the Loyd, ver. 19, 20. It was not the firſt time Els- , 
jah had there wreſtled with God ; if it was his lodging » 
room, it was his praying room: and here God heard | 


him, and wroughtthe miracle: what he did for E/;jab, * 
he can and will do for us, if he ſee fit: for Z/4zh was 
no-more than a man, and ſubject to like paſſions as we 
ar?, 
.Jeremiahisaremarkable Inſtance:he wasa Prophet : 
of the Lord, ſanCtified from his Mothers womb, yethe !: 
met with ſo many diſcouragements,that he-hath a mind 
"FRED _ toleave his people 3 and he wiſheth 
_—_— > Gr. lodging place in the Wilder- 
neſs, 7. e. ſome ſolitary retirement, that there he might. 
take his fill of weeping; however he relolves at pre- 
ſent, that whereyer he1is,he will get retired, and, faith he, 
My ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, Fer. 
by. - Yer more fun@tvally, to the buſineſ of © indy 
Prayer, fee Fer. 15. 17. Saith he, / ſate alone becauſe of . 
thy hand. But what did he alone ? Did he only pore and 
mule upon the Churches ſins and ſufferings? No, .he 
had fomething to fay to his God, ver.18. Why w my pain... | 
perpetual? And God then hath ſomething to. ſay to 
him by way of gracious anſwer,ver.19. If chou return, 
then will ] bring thee again, and thou ſhalt ftand befory 
me: This is the reſult of his ſecret Prayer,a reſtauration 
of him to, and his conformation in, his office and fun- 
ion ; and'to the publick exerciſe thereof ; This is 
worth praying for. | EIIES. 
8. Dani is a famous pattern of the reſolute and - 
couragious performance of this duty, againſt all oppo: :: 
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fition : Alrhough he might have pleaded, (ifeverany) 
[There's a Lion in the way, I ſhall be ſlain in the Streets" 
or Den, for my work in my Chamber ; yet he feared | 
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difpleature, the loſs of his Preferment, the rage of his 
| Competitors, and the Lions hungry ftomachs, rather 
than he will omit or intermit his accuſtomed courte of 
Chamber-worſhip; he will endure the Lyons cruelty, 
: rather than neglect a known duty: Nay, he is fo far 
from gratifying bis proud adver{aries, that he willnot 
in the leaſt abate his wonted frequency, or viſibility in 


— 


is 1 


, | 


' fne duty; But his windows being open toward Jerulalem, 
| he kneeled upon his knees three times a day and prayed, 
Dan. 6. to. Bur did Danzel hold out a Flag, or blow a 
Trumper, by ſetting open his windows to declare to 


ry tothe rule in che Text? Are we herecommanded to 
not that all one? Surely that good man did not open 


ſhew his reſolution, courage and conſtancy, out-daring 
theſe impious impudent commands of men : he did not 
fear to be ſeen now in lo plain a caſe. What a ſpirit are 
they of, that will rather give themſelves to the roaring 
Lion, and incur the wtath of the King of Heaven, 
which is more terrible than a thoutand, hungry Lions, 
than folemaly perform chis uſeful duty of ſecret Prayer: 
Let careleſs fouls conſider this. 

9. Peter afamous Apoſtle ihall be another inſtance in 


. 2 


the cale, 47.9.40. When Tabichaor Dorcaslay deadin 
an upper Chamber, and the Widows itood weeping by 
her, and he wasto raiſe her, Hepyut them all forth, and 
kneeled down and prayed, and turnins him to the body, 
ſaid, Tabitha ariſe, and ſhe opened her eyes —See here, 
another miracle like Elijah's, upon ſecret Prayer: But 
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a mile of 


this was upon an extraoxdinary caſe, did Perey uſe to 
pray zlone ? Yes, turn. but to the next Chapter, AZ&.- 
IO. 9. Peter went up upon the honſe-top to pray,  abont the 
ixth. 
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—nothing;''he ventured upon a-ſevere Law, his Princes 


men what he was a going to do ? Was not this contra- 
ſhur our door, ani may Daniel open his window ? Is} 


his windows qut of hypocriſie and vain-glory ; bur to 


w7-: Which was about noon, another praying 


| inthat trance he had a Viſion concerning the calling th of 


er, 
*find him alone, and in this work : and whereſore was 
_ all this ? Was it not principally for our ſakes? For Our 
_ falvation, and imitation? Yes certainly, he. deligned|| 


| ſeaſon; certainly he miſſed 'not* 
morning and night for ſuch devoti- | 
on : He went to the top of the flat-rooft houſe, which:/ 
was a private place, and equivalenr-to a Clolet; there 
Petey prayed,and in that prayer he fell into a trance, arid 


Pal. $5, I 7o 


cheGerrrles,aplorions miftery and tran- 
icendent mercy towards us poor Out- 
caſts, a myſtery which was kept ſecret 
| ſincethe worid began, hid from agesand 
orion ; this bleſſed myſtery that the Gentiles 
ould be f=-iJow-heirs, and of the jame body, and parta- 
kers of his promile in Chriſt by the Golipel; yer this 
tranſcendent deſign of love was manifeited to a choice 
Apoftle while he was in the performance of this duty of 
ſecret Prayer: This is very remarkable, and worth ob- - 
ſervation. 9 | | 
10. The laſt Inftance is of our bleſſed Saviour, ' our 
dear Lord ſetus was very converſant in this Duty: Mark 
1.35. Inthe morning, riſing up 4 great whilebefore day, 
he went out and departed into a ſolitary place, and there 
prayed:Our precious Redeemer went about doing good, 
and the day time he uſually ſpent in preaching, confer- 
ring, healing diſzales, &c. And the night he ſpent in 
prayer, meditation, and ſuchother holy exerciles: he 
had ſcarce time to eat or ſleep for doing his Fathers 
work ; he ſpent not one moment of time unprofitably 
in above thirty years : How early doth he riſe, and 
earneſtly doth he follow his buſineſs for communton 
with his Father, and for the work of our redemption ! 
Yea, Lyk. 6. 12. Hecontinued al night in prayer to God: 
z. ce. ina mountain, in ſecret DONE 


ut 26. 36. and frequently elſewhere: wg- 


Rom. 16. 2«. 
Col. 1. 26, 27. 
Eph. 2. 4 n 
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| reap the profir of his Prayers and 
h | purchaſes: Hear we Cyprian {weet 

e | ly, He taught us to pray not in words 
d | only but deeds; himſelf praying fre- 
of quently, and deprecating, and to de- 
1- | monſtrating what we are to do by- 
r. | the witneſs-giving of his own exam- 
& | ple: Thus he. | 

& Moſt Divines hold the obligatory 
-s | power of Scripture-examples, in 


- 5 4. 
"4 - Ll —_— 7 IR. py 0 6 44 * 4 f * valet Pn ax a A " PO < ® SEN 
SMS ee... dee Ie EE ab, Sade nxt CU GOES OG ABR treo = , DV 
i uy ? "EE of 5708 - SF SE Bro oe og RE; } G WIA rl . ; Y x 
» A + a" *Y ” « ”, NE : > 
, I ents : A 7 k 
= * wn Fs 4 158" - os 
. '# ” 
' 
P, S % 9 : 
®* 
O 


. our good in all; he ws oy we might pray, and 


Nec verbis tantum 


{rd & fattis: Domi- 


ms ovare nos docuit, 
ipſe orans frequenter, 
& deprecans, & quid 
facere mos oportet 
exempli ſal canteſta- 
tiome demonſtrans 
Cyp. Serm. De Orat. 
Dom. p. 425. 


1- | things not forbidden ; eſpecially being fo landable a 

is | practice,and implyed in other Scriptures,all the former 
e || inſtances ſeem cogent Arguments ; but the laſt concern- 
of | ing Jeſus Chrift, hath the force of a politive Precept 


z. | and command. 


Bur there is few or none that have the face of Chrifti- 


ax | ans, dare deny this to be .a duty ; but I fear many that 
” would go for Chriſtians live in the ordinary neglect 


Ys of ik. 
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ne | The Reaſons to prove that Cloſet-Prayer is a 
T's Chriitian- Daty. 

iy & :- 

a4. -.* 7 
on | SECT. 1 

w_ eto! The firſt Reaſon of the-Point. 

al A Llithe Reaſons that I ſhall make uſe of at this time 
ras 22A. for the proof of this DaCtrine, and clearing ſecret 


q| and abatd are theſe. 
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4 Prayer tobea duty, ſhall ot fetcht out of che _— 


DT 


. The. 


 Cloſet-Pzaxer, 


I. The conveniency of privacy for Prayer. 
| 2. The Relation betwixt God and a Saint, 
| 4. Rea. 3. Gods Onmiſcience, ſering in ſecrets 
4. Geds Munificence, rewarding. . 


- 


rt. Thegreat conventency there 15 in privacy for Prayer, 
and the good providence of God, beſtowing upon us 
private Rooms which implicitly call us to the perform- .F# 
ance of char duty. For there is in retirement a great ad- 
vantage for the managing of any work of wiſdom, 
Prav.18. 1. 1hreugh deſire a man having ſeparated him- 
ſelf, ſecheth and intermeddlerh with all wiſcom, i.e. He 
that is really ſtudious of true Piety, will voluntarily ſe- 
-queſter himſelf ro projecute it. This was anciently the 
. well-meaning deſign of a Monaſtick life, which ſince 
hath been wofully abuted ; Bur yet certainly there is a 
'very great advanrage in {olitarineſs for carrying on a re- 
| ligious buſtnets : Take only two at preſent, which are 
+ particularly referring to this duty of Pray- 
_ er whereunto ſecrecy contributes. | 
1+ Self-expoſtulations, and ſelf abaſing geſtures and 
expreſſions : when a Chriſtian 1n Prayer finds his heart 
hard, dead, dull, diſtracted, orany way out of order, 
he-may in ſecret make a pauſe, and begin to commune 


with his own hearr, examine the matter, lament the 


cauſe, chide his untoward heart, and charge his wanton 
ipirit to keep cloſe to his God in duty : Thus David, 
Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul ? Awake Pſaltery and 
Harp, I my ſelf will awake early : My foul wait thou wp- 
on God, Nothing morefamiliar inthe Pſalms than ſuch 
interciſions and diverſions from the work inhand, to 
raiſe up the heart to an higher tune in Prayer @n 
Praiſes. And this may be of ſingular uſe ; for by.ſuch: 
 heart-reaſonings and debates a Saint may wind up his 
- ſpirit, and get better prepared for the remaining part |. 
a an oo nee one or 83 IS 
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. .., A Chiiſtian Duty,  @r. 
of the exerciſe : Now fach a work as this would not . * 
be ſo ſeaſonable and convenient,when others joyn in the _ 
duty :' So allo for bodily poſtures ; ſometimes for an - .'-!? 
evidence of greater humiliation, a Chriſtian finds it re. =} 
quifite to proſtrate himſelf before the Lord : And uſa. 7 
luch geſtures as would not be fir in the ſight of others; 
therefore Cloſet-Prayer is very neceſiary, whereaChri- 
ſtian may uſe his diſcretion as God ſhall dire him, for © <3 
the humbling,quickning, raifing and melting of his heart . 
before the Lord alone : That's the firſt advantage. -» 
2. Itis awonderful help againſt diſtrafion. When we 0 
are ( asir were ) out of the noj{eof the world, we are *** 
then ficter for attendance upon God: .The affairs, dit: 
> courſes, troubles, and confuſions of a family (if within 
F hearing) area preat hindrance to the duties of Medita- 
+ Ttionand Prayer: Experience teſtifies this, a Man.can- 
KK notſtudy or caſt accounts ina croud or throng of Peo- 
4 ple. Whenwe areintent upon-any buſineſs, how little 
a noiſe diverts us ? Ic may be this was the reaſon! why: 
that hoſpitable Gentlewoman, in 2 X:ng. 4.10. would *# 
have a Chamber built for her welcom- gueſt the Pro- 
* Phet . Eliſha, yea built upon the wall: for ſhe my __— 
judge him to be a contemplative man, and though ſhe ©. 


% 


5 PEER | 
_— have lodging-rooms:in her houſe, yet ſhe might 
ook upon that at alittle diſtaiee as more commadious 


for his devotions . and meditations,. as being out of. the + 
noiſe of houſhold-buſine(s and hurryings: An. attive © - 
fancy quickly cloſeth with any diverſion in our atten- 

ance'upon God : Therefore ought we to ſtudy'ta at: ** 5 
&upon the Lord' without diftraction:: When Abra- _ * 


J #zm.went to worſhip in che Mount, he lefthis ſervants 
W WR. 19-the valley, leſt they ſhould obſtruct his com+ 
'. miagjon with God: When doſes was to go upuntathe 


Eors; though 440, Nadah and Abiku, andthe ſeven» 
Elders went further than the People; yet the Texe 
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287 - Cloſet-Prayer, 
J ſes alone ſhall come near the Lord, Exod. 24: 1, 2. Ob- 
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terveit, when Moſes hadparted withhis company, and 
was-alone, then he ſhould.come near the Lord; com- 
mon profeſi6rs worſhip not God at all acceptably, ſin- 
cere Sainrs worſhipping God with others are compara- 
tively far off ; bur fouls in a corner or Clolet, are ad- 
mitted ro come near God, and have ſweet intimacy 


with him, as I ſhall ſhew anon: Yet miſtake me not, 
not as though I preferred ſecret Prayer alone, before. 
 publick Prayer wich-others; for as Goddelights inthe 


joint prayers of his People, ſoa foul may enjoy Godin 
communion'of Saints, and is ordinarily more carryed 
out to God than in private, according to the helps and 
advantages he hach withothers ; yet when the heart is in 
frame, there is uſually more intimacy expreſt betwixt 
Godand the Chriſtian in lecret, than wich others; Yet 
further, miſtake not, not as though ſolicarineſs free'd 
us from all diſtractions : If we take our hearts with us, 
we ſhall have a principle of diverſion, and need neither 
noiſe nor viſible objects to 
| hinder us from God: And this 
thole that have magnified ſo- 
litarineſs moſt, have found 
lunt heac babere certamina, ne- by fad experience, and left 
que in agonibus aliquibus peri= upon . record: Take an In- 


cxloſus militatur > — Propter (tance ; * Cypriar \{peakin 
hoc, Solitudo carent arbitris,&* s Ye P © 
Eremus 3 aſſentatorum (atellitio vacua, a jrjunante Chriſto eligitur, ut 


* Locus fecretus eligitur, quia 


agenda, & ſingularem inſpetto- 


non cum carne &* ſanguine, ſed cum ſpiritualibus nequitiis dimicttuy, 0 


amotis minorum occafionbus homo cum Diabolo colluftttar, er ſolt font 
in palajira Chriſtus & Aatichriſtus, Spiritus & Antiſpiritus : Neque pu- 
tet homa, ſe oe poriants cum in eremum ventrit, quia quanto (ubtilius 
tanto difficilius a Tentatore invaditar, qui cogitationum foribss aſſidens 
emma virtutum germind ws ipſo ortu ftrangularg molitur : Cyp. De-Fijun. 
& tentat. Chriſti - Propeintit.p. 300,301+ Verum-liberius,anima expedita 
obviat mpugnanti, ubi compedes impedimentorum deſutrint & aſpefinsirri- 
tamenta nan noverint :. Securiorgue eſt  congreſſus, ubt ſmngula xox vol- 
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| A Chuftian Puty, — 
of Chriſts faſting and being tempted in the Wilderneſs» 
chuſing that place for its ſecrecy, becauſe, faith he» 
Faſtings are to be . obſerved ſo as God alone may be 
Judge, and in ſuch conteſts as theſe we are to call on 
God alone as ſpectator and helper : And ſhews nota- 
bly the danger of vain-glory, and advantages of ſecre- 
cy; yet adds, Let not a man imagine he hath eſcaped 
all dangers, when he comes into a Wilderneſs or {olt- 
tary place : becauſe heis invaded by the tempter, 1o 
much the more difficulty; becauſe more ſubtilly, who 
ſicting before the doors of the thoughts, ſeeks to 
ſtrangle all the buds of vertue in their very birth: Yet 
the difentangled foal will more freely reſiſt its ene- 
my, when the fetters of impediments are wanting, 
and the fight diſcerns no allurements, and the conflict 
is more ſecure; when particular affairs pluck not back 
the combatant, nor the delights of inticing pleaſures. 
inebriate ( or make drunk ) the mind : Thus he : 
Bur this is the firſt Reaſon, from-the advantages of ſe- 
crecy. | ES REN 


_—_—— 
—_— 


Ln. SECT. H. 
The ſecond Reaſon, is; from the relation betwixt God 
and 4 praying Soul. 


2. . A Nother Reaſon held forth alſo in the Text, 
is drawn from that relation which is be- 
twixt God and a believing Soul : therefore our Savi- 
our bids, pray to Thy Father : and this Reaſon kath 
wo. parts. . y | Th ; 
 -t+.,The poor Soul can more freely open his. heart to 
God in a Cloſer. je | 808; 7 OTIS. E 
:::2,: God will more clearly manifeſt himſelf to -the . 
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to him as a Father; Now we know childreri cannot - 
'Þ.  belofree intheir addreſſes to their Father,in company - 
'F --and before firangers, as when no body is preſent: 


'Hence it-1s, that when a child hath any ſpecial buſineſs 
to his Father, he takes him aſide, or whiſpers to him, 
that none may over-hear him : And obſerve it, Gods 
Children have an errand to God that none muſt know 
of: As Ehudſaid to Eglon, I have a ſecret errand to thee, 
O King, Jitdg.3.19. So 2 gracious foul may ſay, Oh 
my King,my God, my Father, [have a ſecret errand to 
thee, A luſt to confeſs, or mercy to beg or bleſs thee 
for, that I would not have others to know of: Its 


k ; .->., notfit any ſhonld be privy to that which a gracious ſoul 


tells God of: In this caſe it may be faid, Diſcover nor 
thy ſecret to another, Prov.25.9., Two may keep coun- 
{el, but-three cannot : God and a gracious ſoul will 
be faithful ro each other, but a third muſt not know of 
theſe matters ; nay in this caſe we may. ſay, Xeep the 
doors of tby lips from her that lyeth in thy boſom, Mic.7:5. 
There are many things a Saint tells Gad of, that he 
will not acquaint either Father, or Wife, or Friend 
with, that is as his ownſoul, but only his heavenly 
Father; he opens his boſom freely to him, and tells 
him his whole heart, beſt and worſt ; hides notbing 
from him, becauſeheonly knows the heart : And truly 
I have often in this admired the wiſdom of God, that 
hath ſo far conſulted his peoples credit and modeſty as 
to appoint them placeand ways of ſpeaking to him. pri- 
vately,. deſigning ſecret Prayer for this very end, that 
the ſoul may ſpread its letter of wants and complaints 
before its Father, and preſent its petition | to the King 
of Heaven : The Spouſe of Chriſt is modeſt ( {ait'an 
+ Ancient) and cannot fo freely let out her ſelf to herbe- 
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euſe and advantage of 
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ſelves to each ow $4 we hisheart to God where © * 7 
no eyes ſee,. or cars hear his ſecrer groans and tears; © 


But further, 
2, God will more familiarly communicate himſelf to 
the ſoul in a corner : he allo hath ſomething ta whiſper 


in the believers ear; that none muſt know of; and there- _ 


fore gets ir by ir ſelf: a lively emblem whereof we 
have in Foſephs. making himſelf known ro bis Brethren, 
when his bowels were working, and 6 

he could not refrain himſelf, he cryed, "© 451 2.35 4+ 
cauſe every man to go out from me.—-Then he wept aloud, 
aud ſaid, I am Joſeph. And; oh what endeared recipro- 
cal affetions did ane in all their breaſts towards each 
other ! Juſt thys, is it betwixt our Foſeph and his bre- 
thren, Jeſus Chriſt and his members ; there ſtands none 
with him while Jeſus makes himſelf known unto his 
Beethren : and though at firſtthey be (as it were) trou- 


| bledat his prelence, yet when he ſpeaks lovingly, and 


paſſeth by ſormer unkindneſſes, and faich, Comenear 
unto.me I pray you, then they come near, and he faith 
convincingly, .1 am Fefus whom ye ſold 'and crucified : 

This: melts and humbles their rocky hearts, and being , 
broken, he pours. oyl into their. troubled ſpirits, ' and 
ſpeaks many ſweet heart-reviving words, unto them: 
Then, then the child of God hath moſt [weetreſreſhing 


- incomes : When. God hath allured 


the ſoul into the Wilderneſs, he Hol: 2. 14. 

ſpeaks to its heart. A Wilderneſs is —_—_ 
a ſolitary place, where other ſpeech wg Fo rr 
is not heard, (as the word imports: ) mo F ſermon Femptus | 
then ſpeaks God to the ſoul. when. | 


men cannot ipeak, to it : When men are remote; God 


m near at hang; .yea neareſt to help, - melt, comfort, 


Io 


en, when. men are furthetioff : Our Saviour faith 
imſelf, Fob, 16. 32. You-leave me alone, yet 1 am 
Flat; -— wa che Farher * phos me. 4-4: Whas you-go 
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= away, my Father comesto viſit me with moſt familiar 
--ehdearings, Oh blefſed exchange ! Thos'itis often with 

|... theSaints: when men leave them, or they withdraw ' 

| -  frommer, they have many times moſt of God : and, 

- Is ir not infinitely better, to have the preſericeof God.,. 


thai'the company of-men? 'Tis worth noting whar 
God faith of Abrabam,TIſa. 5 1.2. I called him alone and 
bleſſed bim. Mark it, when God had inticed Abraham 
from all his friends,and gor him alone, then he bleſſerh 
him, and you know what the bleſſing of. Abrham was, 
even a Covenant-bleſſing; ſuch God diſtributes to his 
Saints when he hath withdrawn them- from company 
p” | into- a corner : -* This is. that which 


. | "Mibi oppidum carce-. . rnade- 8n Ancient profeſs, that a 


er if, ſlitudo par2- Tg yn was: his Prifon, 'a folitary 


place his Paradiſe : Cities or nume- 
rous ſocieties draw a veil betwixt-God*and the ſoul, 


| which {olirarineſs withdraws ; and fo many times be- 


-Comes moſt {weet : we ofren lole Got if a croud of bu- | 


- - Fineſs or company, bur find him whet alone : Hetice a 


correr of our houſe may be alittle corer of Heayen, 
and in our cloſets we may find the {weeteſt cordials and 
contentment.: You know, Friends do” moſt familiarly 
injoy one atother when others are not'prefent. FJora- 
7 i ++ +. -- than ſent away the lad when he 
| would be familiar with his friend 
David:* And then they kiſſed one another, and wepr 
-one with another, until David exceeded : Even fo, hus- 


x Sam. 20. 40, 41 


band and wife alone have the ſweeteſt embraces: There 


lyes areſtraint(asitwere)upon God by company, which 


4s taken off in a ſort by ſolitarineſs. 'Oh'when God finds 
- afoul alone by itſelf, having ſetitſeIfpurpofely to metr 


him, then he reveals his love, unvails his face, urifocks 


his bleſſed cheſt, diſtributes doles- of 'fove' an a 'gr © 
kiſſes it with the kiſſes of his mouth; and. ſends' hem 
"away empty, bur full of grace'and peace.” Thins thai 
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FF. 4 wordof Solomon is verified, Prov. 14. 10. The htaye 

Y i knoweth his own bitterneſs, and a ſtranger intermeddles 
V # rmormithhisjoy, i.e, No creature on earth is privyro 
, $ theſecret groans or ſweeteſt ſolace of a retired Saint * 
x {f Thatstheſecond Reaſon. | | 71246: 
- 162200907: £06 S4B-C: F. Ht 220 


The third Reaſon is drawn, from God ſecing in ſecret. 


ww 


' A Nother Reaſon is drawn from Gods Omniſcience 
{ YN and Omnipreſence,the Text ſaith, Thy.Farher ſees 
7n ſecret :: And the ftrength and force of this argument 
lyes in theſe four 'particalars. - 24NY. 22.2 
I God fees 1n ſecret, therefore he takes notice whe- 
ther: you pray in ſecret yea orno': He looks after thee 
; (as it wete) when thou goeſt into {uch a chamber and 
4 folicary-place, and fairh, Thar ſoul hath nowan oppor- 


. LS. Rb. A Eh 0. 


a7 tunity, a convenient place and fir occaſion, to wair'up- 
. on*me, and will he not ? Will he be always ſo buſie in 


other company,” that I muſt have none of his fellow 
| 7} Thip? Muſt his converſe be ſo much with-men, that he 
| caiſpare'no time for comminion with God'? Nay, 
willhe'go ſo often into ſuch a room fo'do luch andſuch 
' a buſineſs, and can he never find a time to godown up- 
= on his'knees, and viſit me ? hath he ſo much to do in 
4 the world, that he hath no leiſure to look up to Hea- 
veh ? Do his worldly occaſions ſtil} thruſt out ſpiritual 
meditations ? will he never ſer. himſelf ſolemnly to 
trantact berwixt my felf and him in Prayer and Me-. 
ditation; '' the moſt important «buſineſs 'of his foul? 
Ah frs, the, Omniprefent God takes notice of all your 
motions ito andour: of your chambers, and expects _ 
that ſometimes: af leaſt your ſouls ſhould wait'yupoh 
Hin -And'why ſhould Chriſtians fruſtrate his expe 
nd. FOE OS C4. 
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MF. -- -3 25. God ſees in ſecret, Therefore he hath ſeen thy ſe- 
KF. cterfias, and ſins in fecret ; Thy cloſe and cloſet wick- 
- > edneſs.is naked and open before the piercing eyes of an 
all-ſeeing God; Therefore ſhould thy Clolet-tearsand 
- Prayers teſtifie thy found and ſaving repentance. ' For 
this is a rule in practical divinity, that forrow for fin 
muſt bear ſome propotion to the nature and circum- 
3 ftances of the ſin, both as to degree, and circumftances 
RFF. of time and place. Manaſſcth humbled himſelf great- 
ff ty for his great abominations. So for place and manner, 
of them that fin openly muſt be rebuked. before. all, and 
BE _ _ .  teſtifie their repentance [before the 
__ 275. 15. Church; So, if the fin be private or 
leſs known,the rule in 2ſar.18.15,16.1s to be obſerved 
+7  forprivateadmonitionand confeſſion : And conſequent- 
Fly fecret fins muſt beſecretly mourned for. When thy - 
F:- -: fins gre known to none but to God-and thine own, con- 
+ ſcience, thou artnot bound to diſcover them to any 0- 
ther but to God, in an hearty ſecret repentance, except 
-- in ſomefew caſes. Here then comes infecret prayer;and 
- =. godly ſorrow: Well then, there's none of us withour 
”. our ſecret ſins, and God ſees them all though never 
ſo privily committed ; we may hide fin from men, we 
+ - cannothide it fromthe Lord: he ſers our ſecret fins inthe 
light of his countenance, 'P/a/.90.8. His eyes are open 
- + 4; -», © upenallthe wayes of man, and who ; 
 F*b-34-21,22 Knows all the errors of his life ? | 
= - 168 ah Therefore muſt we get alone and ; 
; enumerate all the ſins we know .of, 
and deſire God to ſhew us what we do notknow, and | 
with holy D«vi4, breath out that devout Petitign, P/al, | 
19. pon onedrom ſecret a FC hs wy | 
. 4+ G08 {ces 111 ſecret, 1 heretpre thou doſ? not loſe thy 
labour, though men know not where thou art,or what 
{ chee:thon 
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bt 3hou arta doing, yet thy God takes notice of 
+. Joſt not thy good works 57cognito ; though thy. gragns 
_—_—_ >. 
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7? of his Spirit in the hearts of his people, Y 
] though the troubled Saint cannot tell whether itbe in- 

f deed the Spirit. of God: or no ; But thimknow, ithat 
4 ſecret prayers in a chamber are as well known, to _ 
{ God, as open.prayers in a publick Church ;. heart-eja- "i 
I culations arc%owned by God as well as loudeſt acclar. * 
7 matjons; - God took notice of ZHezekzah when he tarn- 
$ ed his ice, roward. the wall, and wept, and prayed, 
} and faith God; / have heard thy Prayer, '{ have ſees 
2 thy Tears, Ila. 38. 5: Though men did -not much take 
z notice, God did : yea more, he expreſleth. his appro- 
7 bation and acceptation of theſe ſacrifices in ſecret, \Byt 


| faith in Gods ubiquity, and lopk ypon bim ' as: 


© N87. 00, w Pri 


3d —« ub* © I! 
C1Y"Y 8 ", fo, 
; (a: "9... 
- 
# 
& » 
is 
$ F 
o 
. 


1 arenotſcenor heand by men, yer - gt are well Wd 
| to thy God, Pſal. 38. 9. Lord, all my deſire is before 
© :hee: and mg groaning us 10t hid i from thee. ASif David 
I ſhould fay, 

IJ a Cloſet or retired. pace, and there I open before the 
J Lord the ſorrows 0 
Y water before the face of the Lord, Lam. 2.19. 
7 Sometimes in the _night-watches, or.in ſolirary places, 
7 none knows what I am doing; no eye ſees, noear 
ÞF bears, my brin ny rears or bitter out-cryes; but the all- 
1 ſeeing God hi 
] his hes to my cryes, but knows my groans,. yea-my 
} very deſires : Obferve it, Thereis nota Believing Pray- 
1 er but it is. upon the file, and an record i in Heaven, 


ord, 1 many times withdraw my ſelf into 


my ſoul, 1 pour out my beaxt like 


es not his eyes frommy tears, ſtops not 


though offered up by an obſcure perſon-& inan obſcure 


th 
place; yea God knoweth the meaning Rom, 8: 19% 


of that, anon. 
4. God ſees in ſecret, Therefore rt Prayer is aſo- 


| lemn acknowledment of Gods omnilſcience and omnt- 


preſence: when you pray in a corner 7 zeine 


Heaven and Earth ; and.this God.commandsus tohe- 
| under the Pure vetar'y | 
| v0 23% 2s Gen 


poke yea would have us toll 


/ 4 c _— abs 
: 'x oo £ 


= 3s  Clofet-Pzajer, : 
|  _—_ #ny bide himſelf in ſecret-places, that I ſhall not fee him, 4 
.... ſaith the Lord? Donot 1 fill Heaven and Earth, faith the || 
-- Tord ? Yes, faith the believing foul, I know thou art © 
every where ; no thought can 'be with-holden. from } 
thee, therefore 1 wait'on thee here; all's' one where I } 
am; for wherever Fam'I cannot runaway from thee; | 
and wherever I am, I may approach unto thee: And } 
g = i '; *he Lord is nigh' to broken hearts; ? 
(54: 93 12% and praying fouls; He'is not far g 
fromevery oneof us, but his ſpecial: preſence is with *! 
his Saints mn duty. David compoſeth a Pfalm'of Gods 
Immienſity, P/al. 139.. Wherein he ſhews; ''1.' Gods | 
omniſcience, inthe fix firſt verſes, Thor knoweſt. my 
dowii-firting and'mine' up-r:fing, &c, '2, Gods omm- | 
 prelefice, -ver.7, to ver. 14. Whither ſhall I go from | 
thy Spirat ? If to Heaven, thou art there,” &c, Dark- ' 
neſs and light are'both alike 'to thee':' And what uſe 
doth' holy David 'make'of this Heavenly doctrine ? 
 farely;/ if God will be with ' him wherever he is, he. * 
_ bs refolved to be with God, v. 18. When I awake I 7 
* anfftill with thee, ie. by lecret prayer and medita- ; 
', tion: when I lye down 1 'commend”' my ſoul and 
body to' thee, and; when I riſe up T meditate of ? 
thee 5/ when | go to fleep:T pray, when Tawake I am - 
with God by holy :and precious thoughts. So that I 
am {til} with God; all my dayes, -in all places, con- 
ditions, relations,” companies, I am” ſtill with my 
. God; andasa good man uſed to fay, Hy God, and 
1 are good company : This, this is. to be thorow-pa- 
ced” in 'Religion ; this'is Ernochs walking with God, 
a- convertation -in Heaven, 'a Fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther, an emblem of glory; atd'tlic ſweeteſt,* happieſt 
life a! ſoul is' capable of in' this-world'; and -much'of | 
this coriſiſts in a converfing with Godin 'the duty 'of 
ſecret Prayer : And-all *this flows from'a'due /appre- 
henfionof Gods. oftinifcience and oninipteſence, my 
SD Mts REN RE TT" OPA | - ms. 
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|  Jfhis reaſon C prin Nekders 
why Jeſus Chriſt there doth. Dengue magitria ſu Dani 


nus ſecrets nos orare precepit 


preſcribe our Cloſet-devotl-  ;, abditis &+ ſecretis vil ſt- 


| ons, 'as moſt a recable to our motis Locks, in cubiculis ps, 
, Chriſtian Faith, that we may 9q#0d magis convenit fidei, ut 
3 know God is every where Jci«mys Deum ubique eſepre- 


ſentem, audire omnes , &- 


pr eſent, hears all, and pier- videre, & majeſtatis ſue ple- 


3 ceth with the falneſs of yitudine in abdita quogue 


IO Cut On 


OTE 


"Ix. 


We oe. Ge hs Aa 


1 bis Majeſty into the 'inmoſt occulta penetrare, ſicut Serip- 
| rooms , and hidden places, #*”#f, Jer. 23.23, 24.6 
according to the Scriptures : 


Prov.15.3. Cypr. Ser. de 


t. Dom. : 
And truly, this is. a Do- ſe RO PIER 


Qtine worth: confirming by ſuch a praQtice ; - and'this is 


19 praQice worthy of ſuch a Doftrine : That's the 
4 third Reaſon. 


4 & 
L —— 


5 E'C 'T. IV. Fo 
The laft Reaſon i is drawn from Gods ———_ een. i 


4} Aftly, The Text' ſaith, Thy Fathes that ſeeih in in . 
ſecret will reward ibee openly : This Reaſoriis 
Gow from Gods munificence. Wherein we have, 
. The:promile, that's a reward : '2.' The mannerof 
perfolingiice, openly : This is a: comfortable Circum- 
ſtance, *tis worth ſomething to know that our labour'is 
not loſt, it ſhall be rewarded, yea it ſhall be rewarded 
by Gad, whoſe rewards are preatlike himſelf, 'yea'it - 
ſhall be rewarded by thy Father. A Father takesin good 
parr a little ſervice of an obedient child, and'igives 
a great reward for alittle' work 3 yea / ' Cloſer. Prayer 


' ſhall be openly rewarded: ' The 'obſervableneſs; ofthe 


mercy inhanceth the rates of it; tending -more tothe | 


Chriſfians comfort, examiple'toothers;incon 
to right worſhippers,” did 'ploryto Gods:'-All theſe = 
Sings ow: rake vp ons 5 gps -I'thall w__— A 
” f £14. F 
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hint what is that open reward that God gives to ſuch 
as are conftant im'Cloſet-Prayer:: That's theſe fonr ! 
-  Wayes. 7 I | 
* TI. By returning a viſible anſwer: to ſecret Prayer : 
None ſaw Facebs wreſtling hand to fiſt(as it were)with * 
Gen. 32- 2 ; with the Angel; burall might. _ blerye | 
F: Chap. = > + the loving embraces betwixr that | 

wo good man and: his hoſtile brother 3 
Eſau: There was no. witneis of 24oſes's interceſſion for } 
Iſrael in the Mount ; but all the congregation and. the þ 
| . wholeworld, may bear witneſs of 
| Exod. 32-19-11-14- Gods hearing his Prayer, for.ſpa- * 
_. rivpganoffendingpeople; When El: obſerved Hanna's * 

lips move,and heard no. voice,he misjudged her tobe a 
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drunken woman : but the truth is, ſhe was buſie with 


© her God in earneſt Prayer ; and though he knew no- | 


thing of it then, yer afterwards he law the effect, 
15Sam.1.13. withver. 27. Forthis child I prayed; and 


' the Lord bath given me my petition which I asked of him - 


( Ecce ſignum ) behold a ſign of his favour ; behold an 


evident token thatT prayedintruth! Many atime,yea 


many a time was I provoked by my fſcoffing adverſary 
Peninnah, andasoften didI make my. moan to my Hea- 


 venly:Husband ; -and ſee herethe fruit of my ſincere de- 
' ._ votions in a corner : None ſaw my Tears, all may ſee 
_ "my Child; none heard my cryes in Prayer, but the 


yoice of my Samuel may be heard by all 1frael : He 
ſhall-carry the memorial of anſwer to ſecret Prayer in 


his nameto the grave: - And cannot many a ſoul ſpeak 


the fame language? Cannet you ſealto the ſame or like 
experiment ? - Cannot ſome of Gods children ſay, This 


| oy got from God inſach a Room, Chamber, or 
_ Cloſet? Nocreature;uponearth knew what I did.there. 
Butnow all may ſee the happy effefs of my hard tra- 


vel, Ifind:that 'tis not in-vain to ſeck God in private. 3 
knows the. meenivy of the mercy but my (elf. -1 


AoQEe 


% 


—_ 


F yp ! p . 
« is 4 42s 7 : . -” 
"73; LOOMS BITS... Sa > Me it. -- + 


_Y- 7X TTY JW WP" WY CT Re LR 


may 


thay call it Napthals,: for with great © _ - 
| wreftlings have I wreſtted with my ©" 388. | 
1 Godand prevailed: This mercy bears adouble price to 
J all the reſt, for 'tis won by Prayer, and now may be 


'e {| worn with praiſes and triumphing;. ſo that aloul may 
a I ſay, This is my God, I have waited | 


2 7 for him, he willſave me, this is [. my Us. 23 
Yr 7 
e F and rejoyce in his ſalvation : Lo here heis, I cannow 
f | makemy boaſt of my God. Wicked menare wonttoſay, 
I- '. Wherejs thy God ? Now I can anfwer them, Ls this 
S ! is he that returns ſuch anſwers to my Prayer, that ap- 
2 | pearsſo gloriouſly for me, Thiis is my God in whom I 
h ! have truſted, on whom I haveccalled, .and he hath an- 


- | ſwered, I am not diſappointed: Bleſſed be God, theſe © 
2. | appearances are the viſible returns of my ſecret pray* 


3. 
a } ers. 


} nating Providences in a.common calamity : God uſual- 


1 retired themſelves into chambers of THE Lf 
{ devotion : They that enjoy moſt of - '* *?* 7%: 7 
] God, (hall be beſt ſecured by God : Pſa/.91. 1: He tha 
4 dwelleth in the-ſecret place of the moſt High, ſhall abide 
| under the ſhadow of the Almighty; 3. e. 'He that by'faith 
and prayer hath got moſt intimate communion with 
{| God, is lodged in the ſafeit ſhelter in the day of. dan» 


$ | Godsſecrer place, whois much with God in ſeccerpls 
r 


caves; and-how remarkably doth God ſecure him-in 
the: day: of apparent hazard, tothe corividtioniof Sag 
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God] Fehovah, I have waited for him, I will be glad 


2; God rewards ſecret prayer openly, by diſcrimi- 


3 ly takes them into the chambers of his protection that . 


| ger: And whois fo likely to enjoy God as thag Chri- - 
ſtian that waits much-upon Godin ſecret; he gets into 


{| ces: David put' up many a hearty prayer in ſolitary. 


and his Courtiers? We find-the mourners in" Sidrlav 
menting ſecretly the abominations contmitted* openly, ' . > 
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= 3  _ Cloſet-4pzaver, 
=  .and God ſets an obvious character upon their foteheads, 
-... Teendilcernably by the deſtroying-Angel, and known Þ 

. apparently by the effects thereof, to. the world in their 
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exemption from the general ſtroak of delolation, Ezek. 
$60 1s: rh. wi 9. 4, 6. Feremiahs foul weeps in ſe- 
Cl d a . : 

es Iſrael ; and he was ſtrangely lecured 


inthe day of [/raels dreadful deſtruction : 'Tis very re- 


markable, what's recorded in Ger. 19. 29. God rement- 
bred Abraham ; and ſent Lot out of te midſt of the over- 


throw 4 Why, what did Abrahan ? The former Chap- «.] 
ter tells us,that Abraham had been with God in Pray- 


er in-lecrer, and this was the effect of ir, God will 
ſnatch Lot out of that dreadful burning as a recurn. of 
ſecrer Prayer : God takes a time to puta difference be- 
twixt his praying people and others: Faith and Prayer 
are two feet of the ſoul, whereby the righteous run in- 
to the Name of the Lord which is 
Ze their ſtrong Tower and are ſafe : A 
ſoul hid with God, cannot be hurt by men: If any be 
ſecured in a day of danger, 'tis thoſe that are moſt 
with God ina corner: Floods of great Waters, ſhall not 
come nigh topraying Saints. Plal.32.6. Hence ſaich Da- 
vid, ver.7. Thou art my hiding piace, thou ſhalt preſerve 
me - from trouble : Some way or other God will atteſt 
7:14 TIS and teſtifie the integrity of his pray- 
= I Eder ing lervants before the world : 
=. Thus he dealt in the cafe of Fob - 
God's Children may be long concealed from the view 


Prov. I8. IO 


of men, - both as to thejr perfons and aCtions; bur in | 

. God's pood time he brings them. out with hononr,: as | 
 hedid with El:;jab : Somerimes Gad gives cleardeman-+ | 
{trations of his tender affection to; his deſpiſed Saints in | 


the view. of the World : Rev. 3:9.—4 will makg.them 
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come.and worſhip before thy feet ;and to know that Thave: 
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cret for the pride and prophaneſs of | 
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Woved thee: This is not a religious 
Jadoration, but a civil reverence due 11,,,,,,5 4nd 5 
Jto real Saints as an evidence of re- wy; | 
JIpentance,or ſpecial reſpect ; as dogs Se af pedes alicu- 
Sfawn upon their” Maſters, laying - 7 ſ#9pGionis cauſe 
|  f ; provolcere ;, qualiter 
Ithemſelves ar their feet: As the Sf 
| G ; catelli heris ſuts ad- 
Eword imports: Natural conſcience . blandiuntur. 
ſomerimes doth homage to the 


v image of God in the Saints: However, this is a well- 

known truth, that as God hath brought forth wicked 
E mens ſecret works of darknels,into open light, to their 

"\confuſion in this world : So he hath clearly dilcovered 

© his Saints upright ſervices in ſecret corners,to their.ho- 

1nour and fafety in. the nick of time: Faddys hearing” 
1of Alexanders approach to Feruſalem, ſer himſelf to: 
{pray ; then put on his prieſtly garments and mer the 
4 Conqueror,who fell down on his face before him, Par-. 
1 menio askt him, why he adored the :h 
17ews High-Prieſt, when as other 

1 menadored him; Alexanger an{wer- 2X 
1 ed, I do not adore him, but that God whom the High- 
{ Prieſt worſhippeth ; for in my ſleepI ſaw him in ſuch 
{ an habit, when I was in Maceuonia :—Butexamples of 
{ this natureare frequent every where, what ſtrange. ef- 


See Clarks general 
Martyrol. Fol.'s... 


| 3 fects prayer hath brought forth, borh for defence to the 


7 Saints, and offence to their Enemies; fo' that the clear 
$ evidencehereof hath wreſted from many ſtout oppolers,, | 
| that acknowledgment of the Queen of Scots, that fhe- 
1 feared morethe prayers of Fohn Knox, than an Army 
q of ten thouſand fighting men : Rur this is the cont 
| branch of this laſt reaſon. God openly rewards by 


| manifeſt deliverances intime of danger. 
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The third way of rewarding ſecret Prayer, is, In- 
2 creaſe of Grace. | 


3. # " Od rewards ſecret Prayer openly by conferring | 
G upon ſecret wreſtlers more eminent gifts _ 
graces of his Spirit, and ſuch as ſhall be taken notice of 
by others: They thatare moſt conſtant in ſecret pray |! 
er,ſhall be moſt eminent in open Prayer : Such as witkt /: 
Moſes converſe with God in the Mount, ſhall have | 
ſhining faces : The beauty of the Lord ſhall be upon |; 
them: When a ſoul hath been withits God in acorner, | 
the effects are ſo remarkable, that others ſhall take { 

| Knowledge of him that hath been with Jeſus: And 7 
it muſt needs be fo, for, converſing with God is of a | 
transforming nature, 2Cor.3. 18. But we all with oper 
face brholding 4s in a glaſs the glory of the Lora,arechan- | 
ged into the [ame image, from glory to glory,even as by the | 
Spirit of the Lord : God's appointments are as glaſſes ] ; 

' *- through, which we may ſee the face of God. Now |] 
I 

4 
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there are two ſorts of glaſſes, broader and narrower ; { 
the broader glaſſes are publick Ordinances,and the nat. { 
rower glaſſes are theſe private Duties: In both theſe a J, 
ſoul-may ſeek and' ſee the face of God; and fo become ic 
like him; for,ſeeing here is aſſimilating]; as the Viſion fi; 
of God hereafter is glorifying : Oh 'tis a beautifying. {1c 
and beatifical ſight to ſee.God ! Fulneſs of grace is the [pi 
beſt thinginglory ; peaceand joy afe but (as itwers) 
the gloſs and varniſh of this fulneſs of grace : Now 
the more a ſoul enjoys God, the more .God-like: and 
 Heaven-like he is, for his graces ſhine brighter, and he 
1s ſtill mounting higher : And-private or ſecret. duties 
te wayesof communion with God : ; yeaſome- Þ1 
Ordinances, | ;. 
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A Chiiſttan Duty, = 


and find him 1n ſecret; ſo tome in- 
- rerpret thar place in Cant.3.24. The i 

1 Soul had ſought her beloved in the bed of Temple, 
4. worſhip and publick Ordinances : In. the ſtreets and 
broad wayes os Synagogues and communion of Saints, 
ſtill ſhe found not her beloved ; then ſhe ſeeks him in 
conferences and occaſional meeting with the' watch- 
men,but ſhecan yer hear no tydings of Jefus Chrilt, but, 
{aith ſhe, Ir was but 4 little that I paſſed from them, but 
I found him whom my ſoul loveth. Oblerve it; this was 
| not when ſhe was paſt all means in a way of neglect of, 
7] or being above Ordinances ; for ſhe was ſeeking him 
] fill, which implyes the ule of means, only ſhe. had 
paſt the publick wichout finding, and now ſhe is in the 
uſe of private helps, the after-duties of Meditation, 
Self-examination, fecret Prayer, and therein the foul 
finds God ; not that this reflects diſparagement on the 
! publick Ordinances, but to ſhew thar God is a free 
{ Agent, and to be an ingagement and incouragement ro 
- } us in the ute of ali Gods appointments : And when 
e. \ the ſou) thus tinds Sod in a corner,it carries away ſome. 
'S | thing of God that caſts a {weet perfame upon'his per- ' 
W 71on and acting, that is taken notice of by others; Ir 
3 Ymay be ſaid of {uch a ſoul as 7/azc ſpoke of his fon Fa 
f: fcob, Gen.27. 27. See,the ſwell of my Son ts as the ſmell 
a4 Jof a field which the Lord hath bleſſed. So when aſerious 
e Chriſtian comes down from his Clolet where he hath 
n {met with his God, oh what a {weet -perfame of -well- 
g {i{cented graces dorh he caſt forth ? The favour of Reli- 
ie {gion is upon him, ſome breathing .odours of holineſs: 
$) Jbreak from his lips, hands, and feet; the power of- 
w. {Godlineſs doth manifet it ſelf in his expreſſions, aGi- 
d. Jons;converlation : Where hath ſuch an one been? 'Sute- 
ie. fy he, hath been, converfing with God ; there is the- 
es ffively' image and inſcription of ' God upan him, and: 
e- While that bleſſed frame continges, he is not like him> _ 


b Ke 6+ 
oe i 2 1b” 5 
SF ASS PEI 6 4 i 36 ee 72 , , 
\ : 6 
| + 
o £ 
* 4 y 
oo 
/ > X 
o 
Y 


See Mr.Cotton inloc; 


"pj 


I oeT” 4 
pop” > 5 


md (0D &.1 


So, 


_ 
- 


Fi BR” dog, $a 


I” 


© A.M 


JY 


” TT,” 


© 4% þ 


* 


ry ot 7 3 - 
ord "VE, LY 
Ar x $+ - - 
> v4 


*. 2: 
+ wth 
# AIST, 
"_— 3 PRE SITE *-” - 
I> o! Rs." Ja 
4 and” Rs Notts P.M, Rx 


0 
n © by 


_ felf; asheexcels carnal men at all times, fonow he ex- 
cels himfelf:Yea obſerve it,A ſoul converſing much with | 
Godinthe duties of Meditation and fecret Prayer grows 

taller by head and ſhoulders than other ordinary Chri- 

ſtians: As all godly men are more excellent than their 

neighbours, to a foul that waits much on God in ſecret 

Prayer,is more excellent than moſt of his Godly neigh- 
bours ; and it appears fo at preſent by his gifts tn Pray- : 
ing, and may appear in his ſupport and comfort in the 5 
day of ſuffering : Oh what a mighty man in Cloſet- i 
Prayer was magnanimous Zuther ? And what noble at- 5; 
Clarks ceneral Mar: Dievements did he go through ? |; 
; arRs genera, =” WillamGardiner Martyrin Portugal | 

YT. C. 29. fol. 243. - 6 | J 
= _ fought out ſolitary placesfor prayer 
before he attempted that ſtrange act of publick oppoſi- ? 
tion to Idolatry, intaking the hoſt out of the Cardi- : 
nals hand, trampling ie under his feet; and with the ; 
".. _. other hand overthrew the chalice: Which a&t though 7 
E. - it may {ſeem ſcarce warrantable in an ordinary way;yet - 
=. fiewedanheroical fpirir for the main, obtained by a ' 
Wo. as conlcientious attendance upon God | 

" JO 51% in theduty of fecret Prayer: Take | 
one inſtance more, it is Mr. George Wiſchard [or Wi/e- 
heart] one of the hotieſt men and choiceſt Reformers / 
that Scortlandever had. One night he gate up and went ! 
intoa yard, there he walked in an Alley for ſome ſpace, | 

| breathing forth many ſobs and deep groans, then he } 
fell upon his knees, and his groans increafed ; then he Þ 
fell upon his face. Two men watcht him, and heard | 
him weeping and.praying,near an hour,ſo went to bed } 
2gain: As this Saint was much with God, ſo the Lord 
was much with hintin-preaching\ propheſying, acting | 
bravely,and ſuffering death chealy- Surely the Spt- 
" Tit of God and of glory reſted upon this man'of: God, {| 
if ever. upon any, the adverſaries themſelves' teins 
Judges: This is agreatitrath, they have been moſty , 
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. AChultitan Duty; 39 
" | emnent, that havebeen moſt with God in ſecret Prayer.: + #4 
| lerScripture and Hiſtory ſpeak, time and room would 
| fail me to enumerate. Who more famous for piety and 
" | learning ef late years, than the great Uſhej ? It was his 
 F uſval practice to ſequeſter himſelf in- gh . 
b ro ſome privacy, and to ſpend it in Dr- Brrnard, the | 
- | aciq EE life and death of 

7 firict examination, penicential hu- JM op 

TOC = Gbleaadont. - T7 ner, P.-27« 

3 riliation, and ardent ſupplication, of 
© 4 and thishe found (weer to his foul; and others ſaw 
” 3 the effect. | 


A 
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S6 Chi VE 
The laſt reward of ſecret Prayer is at the great Day. 


| 4.5 He laſt and chiefeſt reward that our heavenly Fa- 
ther will beſtow on thoſe that have waited on 
;- Godinfecret Prayer, will be the open atknowledgment 
and acceptance of them at that ſolemn day of Judg- -..* 
ment, when the whole World ſhall be ſummoned before | 
1 theLord, And every one ſhall receive the things done in his 
2 | body, according to what he hath done, whether it be good 
'} or bad, 2 Car.5.10.Then our bleſſed Saviour, who ſhall 
be Judge, will fingle out this ſeed of Facob, and tell 
them they have not ſought his face in vain; he will now 
7 ſolemnly ackuowledge them before his Father and all 
2 the holy Angels,as perſons with whom he hath had fa- 
he } -miliar acquaintarice in a corner: Oh the joy and triumph 
4} in ſaga pablick acknowledgment; - When our dear | 
ed 1 Redgmertſhall{peak{uch a language as cthisbefore thoſe 
rd myriads of creatures ! This or that ſoul(calling it forth 
with honour) though not taken notice of in the World 
for Religion, much leſs for worldly Greatneſs, hath 
yethad intimate familiarity with my ſelf, and I with 
Si him; hehath performed many a ſolemn duty which 
uh note but an omniſcient eye hath ſeen : though he hach 
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4 _ Clolet-Prayer, 
** lived-obſcurely in the World, and hath been little 
| known to eminent Preachers or Profeſſors ; yet he and 
; I have been long and well acquainted. I have had his : 
_ company many times ina corner, and now I cannot 
but remember the kindneſs of his youth. and old age, 
the love of his e{poulals when he went after me in {olt- 
rary-places, racherthan want my preſence : He hath 
"viſited me in duty, and I have vifired' him in mercy : 
Oh what miitual embraces, and reciprocal exchanges 
of love have there been berwixt us ! He hath owned 
me, and I have owned him in the day of adverſity : 
Whenever he had any doubt or want, or fear,or affli- 
Ction, I heard from him in a Cloſer ; he lent his wing- 
ed meſſenger of a believing Prayer to the throne of Þ 
Srace, and I took it well from him. I did not deſpiſe * 
his. perſon, or deny his ſuit; when others have been { 
 Iporting away time in vain recreations, or damning } 
. their ſouls in prophane practices, this ranſomed Be- # 
liever when he could fteal-a.little time, run into a cor- 3 
, ner, and theredid' make his moanto me; and then ' 
. gave him ſomething worth his pains, I ſent him away } 
;.witha chearful heart and thankful tongue : And now 7 
take noticeall ye Angels and Men, I declare that I ac- 3% 
- cept this Soul's labour of love, and pardon all its imper- 
. fections, and ſethim in my immediate preſence in eter- # 
| nal manſions: He that ſeparated himſelf from the world, # 
ſhall now be ſeparated from the goats, and be ſet on ? 
. my right hand ; he that longed lo much to enjoy me, # 
_ ſhall everlaſtingly enjoy me, without ceffation, _or in- | 
terruption : Oh blefſed day ! Oh tranſcendent revard ! | 
Is not this a rewarding openly ? You'l ſay, How do you | 
| know that Jeſus Chriſt will thus beſpeak a praying Soul; | 
\. I reply, though we know not the form of words he 
_ will ſpeak, yet that a diſcovery ſhall be made of the acts 
of piety and charity, ar. 25. evidently declares. Yea, 
that ſecret duties ſhall be brought to light as wellasſe- 
Y "Oe 6 EL FLIES . ret 
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q cret ſins, the Scriptures declare, 1 Cor.4.5. —Who will | 
both bring to light the hidden things of darkneſs, and will - 
make manifeſt the connſels of the hearts, and then ſhall 
t | every man have praiſe of God; Then good men ſhall re- 
> | ceive open approbation- and commendation for their 
- | holy exerciſes in ſecret places : Then will God wipe off 
h | all reproaching calumnies of black-mouthed lyars, 
: 3 wherewith they have beſpattered the reputation of 
Ss þ praying Saints'z and clear up their uprightneſsas the 
d Y noon-day, by letting the. world ſee, how the Saints 
{ ſpent their time in corners, both alone, and with their 
fellow- Chriſtians, not in plotting but.in praying ; yea 
pleading for thoſe that perſecuted them. Oh bleſſed day ! 
$ Oh happy Reſurrection of bodies and of names. .Sure- 
3 ly then praying ſouls will not then repent themſelves of 
# all their pains in private, when they poured out. their- 
; | heartsin prayersand tears,fince now they are rewarded 
; & withfſuch a bleſſed Eage,and are openly entertained into 
4 their,Mafters joy and Father's Kingdom. 
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CHAP. Il. -: 
The firſt Uſe, of Information. 
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; TEC. 1: 
A F Concerning Places of Prayer. 
- . | - 
14 1. JF Cloſet Prayer be a Chriſtian Duty, then it ſhews 
un _Þ£. us, that in Goſpel-rimes God ſtands not-precifely 


1; 4 upon places : this holy Incenſe may aſcend to Heaven 
1e | with as much acceptance upon the golden Altar (the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt)as well in a private 
Chamber as a publick Church: Some have ſcornfully 
called private devotions, by the derogating title of. 
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OT” _ Clolet-Pzayer, 

> Chirnney-Prayers ; and think to confine all Religion to 

Publick places: yea a great Scholar ſaid once, God heard 

- Prayerinaconlecrated place[_ Non quia precatur,ſed quis 

- 1617] not becauſe men pray,but becanſethey pray there, 

= as: though rhe conceited holineſs of 

Fudaimus eſt, alli- the place added ſome vertae to the 

Ctaloce Hoſpinede Prayer, or rendred it more actepta- 

orig. Temp. tib.4.c.2, ble to God. This is worſe than plain 

7udaiſn, to tye Religion to-places: 

The tine Goſpelized Chriſtian hath otherwiſe learned 

Chriſt. 'Tis true, inthe Old Teſtament diſpenſation, 
after theereQingof the Temple, Prayer was tobe made | 

at it, or towards it, as it typified Chriſt, by whom our 

_ prayersare accepted: But that holineſs being ceremo- | 
nial,'tis now aboliſhed by the Goſpel: Now that takes 
place; in Fob. 4. 21. Woman,believe me, the how cometh, 
when ye ſhall neither i this Monntaing, wor at Feruſaleny 
worſhip the Father, i, e, God now' doth not ſo waeh 
ſtand upon the place, as the manner of worſhip, chat - 
they worſhip tn ſpirit and in truth, ver.2.3.24. Now is the 
prophecy accompliſhed, al. 1. 11. In every place, In- 
gene ſhall be offered tomy Name. Whichthe Apoſtle alſo” 
allerts expreſly, 1 Tim. 2. $. Much. hath been ſaid in 
controveriie concetning the holineſs of.places ; but this 

1eems to-be an undeniable argument againſt chat Con- 

- Ceit, that if ſome places be holy -by the Churches con- 
ſecration of them to holy ules, then ir followeth that 
other placesnot fo conſecrated, howbeitapplyed tothe 

 lamemoly uſe,are more prophane,and leſs apt to divine 
worlhip than places conſecrated: which would directly 
Fel aoie, bh,  ©omradict the Scriptures Hft 'men- 
Se te 4% 5+ tioned. Indeed Hooker teacheth that | 
Ha;  thelervice bf God Mm placts not ſn- 
ified, as Churches are, hath-rior in it fel flich 'per- 
feftion of grace, and comelitiefs, as when the dignt L 
of gle place ( whith it viterh for ) Goth opti, an 
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A Chullian Duty, W4; * 
- that the very Majeſty and holineſs of the place where + 
God is worſhipped, bettereth even our holieſt and beſt 
; | actions: Thus he. To whom: we Ee 
dare not ſubſcribe; but rather ſay po with Hart. 
; with Dr. John Reinolds, that to us V* 
Chriſtians no Land is ſtravge, no DV oh. PA | 
ground unholy : Every coaſt is Fewry, every town Fe- 
rkſalemm, and every houſe, Zion ; and every faithful 
company; yea every faithful body, a Temple to ferve 
od in. | 
But I ſhall not undercake a diſpute upon this ſubject : 
8 Theduty of the Text clears ir, If God command and 
accept Cloſet-Prayer then he doth not make ſo great 
a matter of the place for this duty as ſome imagine, fince 
it cannot be imagined that Cloſet-Prayer can be per- 
formed ordinarily in a conſecrated place(asthey call it;) 
and there being no ſuch place where a duty can be per- 
formed, to which God hath more expreſly promiſed a 
reward, than what is performed in a Corner or Cloſet; 
and thereforewe have no warrant to expect acceptance 
yg meerly upon the account of one place more than' an+ 
3 other. | # 
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SECT. II. 
The Nature of Prayer. 


5 2.X XX JE may hence be informed concerning the na- 
| V ' rure, uſefulneſs, excellency, and efficacy of 
the duty of Prayer : I ſpeak not now of Prayer in ge- 
rieral, but in reference to Cloſet-Prayer. And on that 
account there are two ConſeCtaries hence, concerning 
Prayer. 3s | +2 
-* x. It follows,that Prayeris an immediate worſhip of 
God : For what hath been ſaid, ſhews that we have to 

do immediately with God, yea thass man alone ſingly _ 
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"2p hs with God : therein it's different from 0- 
ther parts of Gods inſticuted worſhip, which doth: ne- 
celſarily require company; as in preaching of the 
. Word; Tom, muſt be hearers ; in the ieals of the Cove- 
nant, as in Baptilm and the Lords-Supper, there muſt 
be a fociety, {uch a number as may beealked a Church : 
Hence the latter is%calted a Commu: 
x Cor. 10. 36, 17; nion, - becauſe faith the* Apoſtle, We 


being many are one bread, and one body : +Bar-ir.is not ab- 


"i olately or eſſentially requiſite to Prayer;that there be a » | 


tociety ; one man or woman, by him or her {elf alone, 
may perform this duty of Prayeras _—: to God, 
as if jt the company of a thouſand Saints : 'e geny 
not the publick or private Meetings of Gods Prank, ſor 
Prayer ; but withalathrm, chat the nature of the duty 
is ſach, that i may be performed lolitary and alone : 
Hence Schoolmen diſtinguiſh of 
Prayer, that it is either [ Communis 
or Singuiaris } Common or Sirigu- 
lar :- Both have their place and ule : ' Thovwgh theylay 
great ſtreſs upon Chriſts promiſe, in at. 18.20. pro- 
miſing to be vhere :wo or three are met in his Name; 
which. as we d<:y.not, ſo we affert the foree of this 
Prayer of a bale perion according to the Text: We 
give both their due, witliour compariſons. 


Aq. 2, 2&8. 0 x 
Art, 2, - 


Praver cannot be fropt in frs aicent to God: All. 


the} perſecy ors an earth,canor mo a ſoul's Praying. 
This1s demonſfrated rwo wayes. 1. A Child of God 
banifht ont of all human fociety ada pray {till. Suppoſe 
a man Were rejected by men, and ejected out of all 
compmnies of men, and were {vt up inthe Cloſeſt Pri- 
ton, or thur out in-the- remoteſt: Wilderneſs; _—_ 
a man were 11 the Caves and Deng of the Earth ; 
ill he might pray and be heard, wn wk to Solompn's S 
Prayer, thar, If Gods People were carried captive into 
the Land of REIT 


a, 2.48 mY 
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| ( ny 
A Chiiftitan Ditty, 
Pented and prayed unto. God towards their Land, and 
that Houſe of God; then he begs that God would hear 
them: and God teſtifies that he did hearthis Prayer of 
Solomon, 1 King 8. 46, 48. with chap. 9. 3. The paflage 
to Heaven is as near and open from one part ofthe earth 
as another :therefore David ſaith,he will cry to God from 
the end of the Earth, Ptal. 61. 2. A notable inſtance for 


this we have in Fozah : he was got into the bottom of 


the Sea ( as far from Heaven locally as one could ima-' 
Y cine ) into a great Fiſhes belly, whith he calls the very 
belly of Hell ; and as. he was then' far from men, ſo 
f he looks upon himfelf as caſt out of the. ſight of God, 
arid he pathetically exprefſeth his miſery and hopeleſs 
ſtate. What doth he: in this dolefal plight? Why he 
will look towards Gods holy Templei Alas,poor Forab 
kne w not now which way the Temple ſtood, he'had 
but a ſhort Proſpect in that dark and narrow Priſon 5 
yes, faith can ſet F6#h upon one of the Mountains of 


{ //rael,that thence he-may lee as far as Mount Zjon,and - 


1 reach as high as Heaven ; he prayes, yea cryes';' God 


$ hears; and delivers: aslow as he was he knocks atHea- 


4 ven' gates, 'and his- Prayer dotIypteree the Clouds, it 
q makes bold, and-ſeps tn, Ay prayer, laith he, came rn 
unt6 tiee;4nto thine holy Temple, Jonah 2. 2, 5. Oh the 
ſtrange:and{wift” motion of a believing Prayer! Let 


_ | thepraying ſoul be where it will, the Prayer will come 
g to God?s car, and pet-an an{wer. "ALE 
2. A Child of God that cannot ſpeak a word, may-_ 

put up an acceptable Prayer : ſuppoſe the tongue which. 


is the organ of ſpeech, were cut.out, yet a Saint cannot 
thereby be obſtructed in his acceſs'ro God by Prayer. 
For, as Ameſius faith [ Gratio formaliter eſt attus volun- 
zatis, ] Prayer is formally the act of the Will; deſire is 
the foul of Prayer, which God may hear, though ic bs 
hot expreſſed, for heknows the heart, Pſal. 10,17. Lord 


thou haſt. heard the deſirg of the humble : A Saints deſire "of 
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".* - aredlPrayer z if the defire be right, words are but | 


the outward garb, habit, or cloaths( as I may ſo ſay ) of 
Prayer, the carcals'or ſhell of the duty, ardent defires 
| | are the life, kernel, marrow of the # 
be. Los ES. performance : Hence we find. that 
A. L 79 Moſes, Hannah, and Nehemab, are 
Oe - {aid 'to pray, when- Scripture doth 
. not expreſs a word they ſpeak, nor is it probable they = 
"did make an articulate ſound : I ſpeak notthis to in- ay 
p  __ _  Jdulge carnal menin their lazy con- 
Deus exaudit non ſo» ceited ejaculations, as though they 
lim prices inaicati- —nld pray well enough, and never 


_ ls rr {peak 5 or while they are working, 
£7 walking, talking : Let me hint a 


word by the way to theſe. Conſider, filly ſoul;God hath 
$iven thee a body, and thou muſt offer it ro God as a 
reaſonable ſacrifice ; thou art bound 'in conſcience to 
pray and praiſe God with thy tongue, which 1s .thy 
glory ; yea let me tel] thee, if thou haſt thoſe members 
of body, and an opporcunity to pray thus ſolemnly 


+ with thy tongue upon thy knees, and doſt neyer do it, 


. the confidermtivn of Gloſet-Prayerz though but poor 


__ fingle 


 F:queſtion whether thon prayeſt at all or no, ſince thou -| 

fiveſt in the apparent __—_ of a known duty ; What 
ſpeak of the Saints real ( though ſometimes without | 
xocal:) Prayers is to. commend the duty, and comfort 
thoſe Sainrs that may be pur to theſe exigencies, that 
though they cannot ſpeak, yet they may pray, and be 
heard and anſwered. 


» 
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SECT. . 1. 
Shewing the Power of Prayer. 


g Mipht from hence take occafion to diſcover the 
ſtrength and efficacy of this Quty of Prayer, from 
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F ſingle perſon get upon his knees in a Corner, and have 

no creature to help him, yet he can even undertake to 

{ grapple with the emnipotent and eternal God, yea by 

# his ſtfength may have power with God, as we heard 

| of Facob;. who by ſingle we with him ( hand to 

fiſt as it wete ) wreſtled a _—_— 
tigle Elijah could Rand againſt at - : 
TNeatt four hutidred Prophets of Beal, 7 5175 15: 35+ 

amd prevail, having recourſe to the living God by - 

' Prayet ; yea the Apoſile tells us;that this E/5;ab, though 
bur'a thortal man; yet he (hut yp and opened Heaven, 
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that it rained, and rained not, accofding to his Prayer 
henee he infers an univerfal Maxim, that the effeCtual 
fervent Prayer-of a righteous man avails much; and 
| iNvfſtrates it by that fretable inftatice, Fares 5.16, 19,13. 
Bitt Tontie may object, Efjah was a Stear Prophet, aft 
extraordinaty perfor ; he might prevail when we can-! 
not : te anſwers, He was no more than a man, a Marr 
 ſotbjeft to like paſſions as we are, a finful cteature3 he 
| ptevailed nor for any merits of his. own, but through 
faith inthe Mediatot of the Covenant, and ſo may we.. 
| Thete's nor » 0090 _ of God bur hath the 
ſaftte plea : Got hath MHtrengrh e- - = 
tou Hits Sive, faith one; dur by hath = ; —_ 5 
no Rtefprh to deny. Hete the Al. OOTY 
mighry himſelf (with revereyce be it ſpoken) is weak : 
even a child, the weakeft in grace of his family, that 
can but ſay, Father, is able o overcorhe him,for Prayer 
is in a fort omnipotenit 3 it cafcon-' 2... 
| * quer the invincible Fehovah, and 77: invincioilems. ti 
bind the hands ( aSit were) of an © PE 
omnip6tent God, fo that God is fan to_ cry out. to 
wreſtling Moſes, Let me alone : 'Tis ſaid of Lather ;\ 
That man could d6 with God even Whathe would. 
ln $9 hath a kind of commanding compulſive power 2 
e©'sg range Text, 1/6, 45. 11,—Akne of things 
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48 .-Clolet-Pzayer, > - 
ro Core concerning my Sons, and concerning the.work of « 
2y hands command ye me : So {ome take it; ye ſhall - 
find me as ready to do you ſervice, as if ye had me at. 
command : yet this muſt be warily received, not. as 
though God were forced to any thing againſt his will, 
but when Godspeople pray aright in thename of Chriſt 
| according to his will, he heareth 
1 Joh. 5+ 14- 'them,; and this he attributes to Pray- 
er, for the credit of that duty and incouragement of ,, 
praying ſouls : That's a notable Text to.ſhew the.rea-_ 
dineſs of God to anſwer Prayer, Foh. 16. 26, 27.—16. 
ſay not unto you, that 1 will pray the, Father for you, for 
the Father himſelf loveth you ——Cbriſt in this place _ 
| doth not ſimply deny, that he will intercede for them; © 
bat ſhews how ready God is of his own accord to grant 
the Saints petitions ; They ſhall nat be put to any great 
trouble. about it, but - ſhall .be quickly difpacht in 
Ip . their errand to.the Throne of 
* Exiguus gemitus in auri- Grace: For as * Luther ſpeaks, 
ps jreifoer of a- Poor. groan, in the. ears. of. 
rntle, uf oreter exm Deus © God is. a mighty noiſe, and 
wihil. audiat, at compeſcit doth ſo fill Heaven and earth, 
omnes onmnium aliarum 1e- that God can hear nothing 
rumclamores « Luth. Tom. © beſides it, and filenceth. all 
4* - other tumults to hearken to it. 


©: Of what an eaſie quack acceſs 
- My bleſſed Lord, art thou ; how ſudaculy 
May our requeſts thy ear invade! 
To ſhew that State diſlikes not eaſmeſs : 
If I bur lift mine eyes my ſuit is made, TY 
- hoy canſtuo more not hear, : than thou canſt aye : 


See more in Herberts Poems, Pag. 95. -:; | Rodd 
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A .Chiltian Duty, 
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SECT:;.. IV: 
Shewing the property of a true Chriſtian. 


Nce more I mightſhew the duty and property of a 
ſincere Chriſtian, that can make this excellent uſe 
olitarineſs : Carnal perſons love not to be alone, 
» exceptthey beſuch whole conſtitution inclines them'ta 
Melancholy, and then they fic poring on things without 
profit 3.'tis only the gracious foul that can tell how to 
maketke right uſe of tolitarineſs, by having recourſe to 
+ God: Noman cares for being alone but the feriousper- 
ſon; andno man cares for going to God when alone, 
if: but the ſincere Chriſtian : Man is a ſociable creature, 
” and naturally we have no mind to entertain our ſelves 
by our ſelves; A carnal heart hates a domeſtical Audit, 
men that have ſhrewiſh wives love nat to be at home, 
and perſons that have guilty conſciences cannot endure 
to hold diſcourſe with them, leſt they be tormented be- 
fore the time: Oh but a Chriſtian that is upright, and 
down-right, would know all. that. concerns his own 
1 heart; the beſt and worſt; therefore he communes with 
his own -heart, as David did;- and Plat 5; 
leſt he miſs or miſtake in his ſearch, *® 77 © 
he turns him to the heart-ſearching God by Prayer,and- 
cryes out to himrto ſearch his heart and diſcover him-ro 
himſelf : The life of Religion conſiſts in a ſouls com- 
 munion with Gad in fecrer ; a nian hath ſo much Re- 
ligion as he hath betwixt God and his own Soul,andno 
more: A true Saint dares approve his heartto God in 
a.Corner : He is there exerciſing himſelf, like a Soul-. 
dier by himfelf handling his Pike, and keeping his po- _ 
[ſtures, that he may be better fitted for a more ſolemn. 
- onlet; Yea a Chriſtian doth purpoſely withdraw hard : 
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"go - Cloket-Pzapee; 
#.  - fromcompany that he may converſe with God': Papifs 
are true Chriſtian Apes : hence comes the ſolicary life 
of Monks; pretending to imitate Elzjah, and Eliſha, 
 Fohn Baptiſt and the Apoſtles - but 'tis acknowledged by 
Flierom,andgreat ſtricklers for amonaſtick life, that this 
practice begun not till about the year260, orz00.Some 
lay Hiarion,others Paulus Thebeas,others Antonius,be- 
gun this manner of converſation : But certainly there 
i5sa vaſt difference berwix: thoſe Ancient Chriſtians {oli-. ,, 
tary life, and the Papiſts way of Monaſtick living. '"" 
_ . 4. Thoſe firſt Chriſtians lived folitary of neceſſity,thar 
chey mightlye hid mare fafely in a time of perſecution : 

2. They were not campelled to give all to the poor ; 
3. They were not bound to a certain rule,nor did they 
wy ingase themſelves by a perpetual 
Via. Perk. Demoufir. Vo to that Place and ſtate, . but 
problem. Monach. p. — -— ad flif 
227, 238, might change their manner of life 
; ' uf they ſaw good; they were not 


bound as to meats,marriape, faſting ; 4. Theſe ancient 
Monks were of the Laity,not of the Clergy, nay not fo 
much as Deacods,0t Presbyters: 5. They had no conceit 
of merit in a Monaſtick life, till thele latter ages: I 


ICY .z may add, 6. Tholeancient 1onks 

gs _ _ a particular Calling and did 
\ work, as the Monks of Bangor that 

lived by the ſweat of their brows ; and, 7. They were 
not tyed up from converſing abroad as there was occa- 

ſion ; and occaſions there ate manifold: *Tis not fit 
perſons fhouldbe always coopt up in a Corner, but that. 
they be of uſe to others in their places and capacities: 

: We werenot born for our ſelves, nor muſt we live on- 
-ly within our ſelves, which would contradict the Law 
-of Love and Charity : A conftant folitarinefs expo- 
' ſeth perſons toa world of temptations, it is not good 
. to be alone, ſaith Solomon, An Ancient oe In | 


* + &} 


4 nfm 
4 ; 


mY 
_ 


. 
. OE. IF ' 
; LOT * TR. \ ” 
. « 4 7 » 
. ne P a. > 7 6 . T5 d 
» #> x be 207 *: Eons Y ny - ». 0 ”— > n be a5 wit 4 : 
- 4 = "yy Et N,- CT 3% YR "$0 +-- AF, "= : 
F4.4 þ %? BELT LAN A. PEW erat 0 ' ; ae Yu NT LEN F 


* 4 Bland ak Wo « > TO p ” F b We : ER $3 oe 
| ng 3 F STS be "ES. - 
x 
. 4 ; ; - 5 * 
$ d. 
£ " : c F 
n . 
: & ' # 
f c x 
43 i - 


from his own experience, that 


> ; 
© a ſolitary life is inſeriour to a Vita ſolitaria commini in». 
| c 6 becauſ; ftrior eft ; quis importuns 
# COMMON CONVET ng 5. Caute copitationih | 
b 28 - | 1 gitationibus plena,. qug 
s | "cis fall of importunate cogita- tarquan muſce ninutiſime 
5 tions, which like little fiyes &de limo furgentes, volant 
. BD arifing from Dung, fly in the #1 0euos cordis 7 interrume 


-ntar DAE Sabbathum ments « 
_ eyes of the Rwy, 6s inter- Ivo Carratenſs, Eni258. 
rupt the Sabbath of the mind : Videſss plura in Perk. Ubi 
Thus he. ſupra demonſlrat. Monat 
| LE na veterum, ut plurimum, 
fuifſe Scholas publicas, 1. e. communitates docentium & aiſcentium. + +, 


But I need not trouble you with the mention of Po- 
piſh Fopperies. A right-bred Chriſtian,that hath learn. 
ed the truth as it is in Jeſus, being thruſt into a Corner, 
knows how to improveſdlitarinels for ſoul-advantage ; 
and voluntarily doth withdraw himſelf into a Corner, 
that he may ſet himſelf to_ the wotk of God in good 
earneſt : Hence faith the Apoftle, concerning Husband 
and Wife, 1 Cor.7. 5. Defrand ye not onethe other,except 
it be with conſent for a time,that you may give your ſelves 
to faſting and prayer : 'Fhence note, that it%s con- 
venient ſometimes for Chriſtians to ſequeſter them- 
ſelves from neareſt Relations, that |, 
they may have freer communion *'® ©4707 m a7. 
wich God inholy Daties : Only let thefe fonr cautions 
and limitations of the Text be obſerved, : 1. That ir 
be with mutoal conſent, 2. But for a Seaton,. 3. The / 
end and advantage, for Faſting and Prayer, 4. That © | 
they come __— again: This reſpects notevery days __ " 
ordinary performances ; but ſome folemn undertakings 
of ſtated and extraordinary Faſts tm a day of danger or 
.|- calamity; at which time,zhe Bridegroom s5 ta go forth of 
.F hisChamber, and the Bride out of her Cloſet, Joel 2.t6. 
 5.e, toſequeſter themſelves from conjugal delights, to 
#Pict thetr ſouls by Faſting and Prayer: But in _ L 
I. | | -  Ealesz _ 4 
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- caſes, a ſound Chri ſcretion regulated by 
the general rules laid down in Scripture, will help in 
þ ſuch performances, that he may not daſh. on either 
3H rock, of Superſtition or- Negligence ; but maintain a 
| cloſe and conſtant communion with God, both in the 
bs F ' duties of his general and particular calling in publick 
E: þ Ordinances, and in private and ſecret duties. 
_ RR. Thus much for the firft Ule. 
ED... CHAP IV. 
3 | 1 "The Second Vſe, viz. Of Reprehenſicn. 
3H 3 1+ Wicked men reproved. 
© 1, FEreis juſt ground of ſharp rebuke to all grace- 
c leſs, prayerleſs perſons, who underſtand no- 


thing of this duty ; they know not what it is to tug 
; and-ſtruggle with, the Lord in Clofet-Prayer. David 
=; faith, The wicked through the pride of his countenance will 
 ...._ not ſeek after God, God 15 not 11 all his thoughts,: Plal. 
r0.4. He cannot pray aright any where, much leſs in 
ſecret-: the ſame Pſalm tells us what he doth in ſecret; 
ver.$,9;10. [nthe ſecret places doth he murder the inno- 
cent, his eyes are privily ſet againſt the poor : The Apoſtle 
faith, /t 1s 4 ſhame even to ſpeak of thoſe things that are 

Y' doneof them ſecret, Eph. 5. 12, Oh the abominable 
Bj raQices of prophane ſpirits in a corner ! Their con- 
{ciences can tell them ſad ſtories of {ecret ſins, which 
"none but the God of Heaven and themſelves know. of, 
yea becauſe they {ee not God, they think God ſees'no,, _ 
them z like the ſilly bird, becauſe:the thruſts her hea& 


t |} into a buſh, thinks ſhe is hid froggthe Fowler, though, - 
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_ - het body be'expoled to open view; carnal mens Maxini 


is like that' Motikiſh 6ne; [Came 1'ron Caſte, Carry ic 
"warily; if not thaftly ;--if they' can Hide their-fin from * 
-nſen; they take ho notice whethetiGod-ſee thenvorno; 
and;from'wiſhing thathe'did tbtſee, beginr6.luſpedt - 
'Wherhet he do tee 'or no 5/ an ar:lafti arrive-toitho 
-mens arrogant demand, Whoſeeth us ? Ottharzgoli- 
tive conclufioti,” Pſal.g7: 4: 'The' Lord ggrang 


 #her hall rhe God of Facob" regard! 'Bit what ſainh the 
' *Pſalraiſt to theſe bruriſh Sots ?': He char planted rhe ear, 
fhalb be not hear? He that \formed-the eye, ſhall bean} 


{ct? ver.g. Lerrheſe Arheiſts kiidw rhat Gol ſees, ani . . 
ſers8own all their ſecrer wickedng(s; and-will bring't © | 
forth before Angels and Men ar thegrear day of reckon 


vf@Diamond;-it cari never be razed [out bat'by the 


blopd-of -Chrift'; #tid though'by 'multiplyed aCts- of 


$ notorious finnins;, ſors may blur'the, engravings- of 
- ſinſoi-the table bf ther hear, yet it ſhall be ds wricing 
$ with the juice of 'Lemmons, beirig held ro: the fire of 
8 Gods Wrath, 'tis as legible to the conſtience as the firſt 
$ Monet when'theſin 'was committed: Ob the-ſecrec. 
| wickedneſſes thatiwicked meti have'ts reckontot?:Bat: 
& | wherearethe ſecretPrayers?Alas,howtarely or howfors. 
; mally do they wait on God alone ? Cuſtom, yain-glory,. ' 
| and carnal intereſt may put them on joyning in publick | 
. Prayer, or Farhily-duty ;. but they are ſtrangers to this 
| ſpiritual ſelEdenying duty'of Cloler.Prayet : The car- 
nal hypocrite exp6leth'all ro-oper'view ; he is like an 
| houſe with a beautiful Frontiſpiece, but every room 


withivis dark; die? 'h&is4 Totten Pol fdinly” 
RG = be hat de RT 


Fen 
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75 -oflecter Prayer : his gains Gs crodit with, men, 
_ : audtherefore is little-uled. This (rightly performed) 
-opens the heart to God; which the unſound profeſior 
. datenotdo: I ſhathihew bereafter,whether che Hypo- 
-crite.may. uſe Cloler-Prayer, and whexem he is difti- 
- guiſhe: tots a fincere foul in thar duty : At preſent Im 
 reproving thoſethatnever uſe it, that look upon. ir.as 
w them ; ; they: either dare not be alone,or icortto 
-ſoop {o low, and figh.ourttheir hearts.to God in acor 
ner,asthoughthey.would not be beholding to the great | 
| $$0d for any mercy,;. but in their hearts. and practice - 
peak thelanguage of thoſe proud Atheiſts" i Fer,2\$ 1. 
| "We #re Lords, we will come no more nxto thee? Burket 
_ Gchknow they ſhall dye like Men, and be damn's like 
© Devils; thatimagine they are' gods, and will-nor be be- 
holding to our Gad for mercy:: Lord-have mercy-on 
theſe poor prayerlels finners, that, uqderfiand notrhe 
necefhty and myſtery of Cloſet- Prayer, but look upon 
it as needleſs —_ are ready to fay, ſes mo more ado.than 
needs: -but let theſe prepareto make. good that deſpe» 
Tate aſſertion at the Bar of Gods juſtige with Ramesia- | 
boat their ears, and let fuch know that God willanſwer | 
their cavils ogainſ plain. duty, after. another manner 
than his Miniſters cando now. To which dreadful Jadg- 
ment. we leave them,except proenteg "7 _ FINS ang | 
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omithons, intermiſſions,at leaſt negligent performance 
of-this duty ? It was one of old Mr. Doa's InfttuRions, 


chatat night we ſhould ask our ſelves, Have 1 twice 


ſelf before God in pri- Who gots ped WY A 
vare? And again, How *K< two Nights to every Day. 
_ didIpray,in Faith and RES SEES 
Love? | am afraid, many ofus ſhould give bur a forry 
account of theſe ſerious mquiries; - Let's be aſhamed; 
lay it ro our hearts, and give God glory by tepentance 
and reformation: : "oh; 2 OR 
_  Fot the humbling of our heatts in this caſe, let me 
propound theſe ten awakning Interrogatories, that we 
_ moutn . for our neglect - of this duty of Cloſer- 
rayer: | ; ny PP 
b 3 An yoli not very unlike Jeſus Chriſt? Is riothe 
the petfeCt copy that we ſhould write after ? . And.do 
we not find him ofcen in private Prayer ? We meet 
with him in; this ſolitary duty ſome-. OS "a 
times in the day, forierimes in the ye 55,146 
night', ſometimes all night;im a 
Gardeti, in a Maintain, he took all opportunities to 
go tohis Father; Al the days of bis fleſh he off 
Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong crying and tears, 
Heb. 5. 7. Ashe was a man of fotrows, 1b. he wasa 


man of Prayets, and the ſhatper his forrows, the - © 
ſtronger his cryes, Luk, 22. 44. Being i an agony, be 


prayed maye.carneſtly : And was not this for our exam- 
ple ? And for our advantage ? ſhould we not learn of 
| bim? Nay, dorhnot our vety Chriſtianicy confiſt in 


vurconformityto Chtiſt ? Alas, how unlike him ate 
moſt of us ?: Shall we paſs for. Chriſtians, that fol; 


not his ſteps? Was irnorbleſſed Paws fiudy; dndam;. 


birion tobe copforttied tothis bleſſed Purtern'? Canwe 
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- Clofe6Peaxer; - 
wreſtle for us, and is it not neceſſary; we ſhould wes 
file with God for our own-ſouls ? Or,doth Chriſts pray- 
ing for us excuſe our pleading for ourſelves ?- No; no, 
. 2s it was for our example and benefit inchedays.of his 
fleſh, ſo his preſent interceſſion in; Heaven:dorhbott 
imply and incourage our praying :. for we are to ask-in 
his name, afid imploy our dear Advocate;.that-we may 
ſpeed : and hal] nat we ( as it were) ſet .hinra wors, 
and fend up our Prayers ro be mixt with his ſweet in 
cenſe ? The Lord humble us for, and pardon tdus our 
neglects and omiſſions ! G36 1-||  ARETHAS 
2: Are you not herein very unlike the Saints of God ? 
The ſeed of Facob ate wreſtkers with God. God hath 
no Chijdren ſtilborn, they all cry Abba, Father : Facob 
wreſtted with God in ſecret Prayer, andever fince, all 
_ the Saints in all ages have born that name, P/al. 24..6- 
This « the generation of them that ſeek him, that ſecktby 
q jc. face, O Facob, Selah, v. e.. That feek 
© 13 alin the God of Facob;as Facob did. And 
indeedevery one that is godly will thus pray. * There 
might be brought a cloud of witneſſes in all :ages of 
praying Saints, that converſed with God in ſecret: ' Tis 
recorded of the Apoſtle Fames, that his knees were as 
| hard as Camels feet with praying: Some have fought. 
out for private places to pray in, others have riſen out 
of their eds to pray;others haveſetdays aparttothum- 
blechemſelves in ſecret by Faſting and Prayer, : others 
would never adventure on. buſineſs without: ſeeking 
God : Sach as are acquainted with Eecleſiaſtieal Hiſto- 
ries, or Chriſtian Experiences, may find ſtore of in-. 
Tones of thisſort : And why ſhould we be, unlike our 
- Brethren? Have we not all one Spirit,as well as all one 
_ Father? Andis not this a Spirit of Grace: and: Suppli-. 
cation? Andis it not that which onall occaſions draws 
the Soul to its Father? *Tis ſaid of Pant, when.newly 
converted, Behold be prayeth, At. y.11- Others dor 
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 WUIMILUEEFT my 
not ſee tt, but I das it 5- there he 1sin atorter;fi oth 
ing.and ſeeking me.; Go Ananties,enquire for bim,hei is 
now one of you, a real convert, for, Behold heprayeth : 
A Soul praying inlecret is worthy obſervation,there's 
an Scce put upon it, Behold he prayeth And why ſhould 
we that pretend to be $aints be-bmlike our brethren ? 

3. Are you nat herein unljke:your ſelves in former 
times? When God did at firft work upon your hearts, 
did. you not then run,to.God'i BE-GUrRer; ? Did. yo 
fer your : (elves, inten Y, to the-duty... of lacrerir reyir ? 
How often did God find you by your ſelves, yl 
ſorrawiag,. weeping, bleeding, Hreathing, after. God? 
pouring out:yqur hearts, key rex, before - KS face. of 
the Lord ? and your beaver | Flutter her pitied,youdpake 

ery kindly to you; wipedroff your tcars,cheared. your. 
Farts, beard 'y ur rave 1d made thole dayes of 
Hef... of love. Oh the{weer embraces that then 
Wix F845-ſouls EN God, ? Have you fargatien 


ſi {1 Sachs loſer, of ch a Barn,; luch a 
'Q0d 2 Cs walkt.and medirared, 

ſometim ee A ens before the Lord.till 

Yap had ac PPoer to OED - If [yon have forgot- 

ten thoſe ble h not, ; feremems 


d fed O44 F; of ig wy the long of thine 
- Whez ti 4 wenteſt 4 LET woe in.a ſdlitapy Wil- 
Th Fer..2 2.:2-1; Cant not, 5þou-'+.xemember-che 
Fl when ton would rathar-kaveeen withthy:God 
Rk on ho qa upgna,Princes Throne ? Yea, 
thoy.rho t thou walt-yago.nothing, elſe but cry 
and Gray pb ſacrer:; thou. waſtat it-every dayzyea'many. * 
times in a day;:: How comes1iit to paſs-that there's ſach 
i ghange e. that.thou doſt, ſo rarely g0 to vilitthy old 
nd 7 in, a Corner? 1s hechanged ?. Is he nt ſo-good 
did, as he was. wontto be.?. Haſt thou-found any 
40 God? Or art. not thou blame-worthy.?'What's 


Pp becoine of iy gale pri of Beyer? TOY doſt;thou 


. e lobes £ K far- ; 


4 
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&Y Cloſet-Pzaper; 
forget thy \weeteſt the place? Why oft thou hat 


inquire for theſe good old wayes W communion with 
thy God? 9 VQ! 


SECT. I. 
Saints vegletts, further reproved. 


Et me further expoſtulate with Gods Sl 
that are rarely exerciſed i in this oy bath Seoref 
Prayer. 
Do you not deprive your ſelyes of many feet Ye- 
freſhments ? Have nor your ſoulshad ſweer experience 
of ravi ing incomes in ſecrer dimics *How'mariy plea- 
ſ; virtinoHfely have you catenalone? Have wn Ire 
waters been {weer? And would r DO agall 
you wouſd open the fameflaice?Oh's pron f whe 
inigheyoul foulshave.thitno creatu b 
Secret iriffuences areconyey yed tofou To Cre 
theſe you block yp by negleCt: Ab'firs, Are 
lations of God Tmall to you? 1s comitiunk 
of no worth * 5 Why ars you fo unwillins 
no g0'to your Fither? "Eſpecially wh , 
hathn vineirygn ?Haye youever loſt by ſich Uh 
ties ? \' Will riot" your pains infinitely real your 
pains Auk hoſe that Sk —_ =T will tell you, 
Rs: is Sad {weeteſt time they 5 cannot your 
erience atteſt it:?; hoy ou cre your ta- 
bour ef you ſery your rs abour he work i good 
EE 
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_ AdhtilanDiity, 5 
26.41: 1 have heard, that Satan hath:oppently profefſeq 
thache hach warctied when ſome of G ods childretphave 
gone -out without eter: Prayer; and that dayhe hath 
gotten great advantage againit- them, ſomeriines-by- 
cripping ap their” Beels, and cn them.down from. 
their-excetlency; into: lome proſe quiry ; ſometimes: 


ſ 
tormenting- their. heatts with -blatphemous, or ſfoul- 
perplexing injections: Sometimes God hath lefrrthem: 
coifuld inco. ſome afflictive) ſnarep laid-by-this tubrib 
Fowler; which-hatt- coſt them many -bircer 'patigg, calli 
this wnd/much morechathibeen the'fruic' of ſuch neps 
ledsb Chriſtians; Have: younot foandithis:tootraeby| 
fabebporience2/Vhen-you haveponeabroad withour 
Gl orGodzitacinor Godfecrerly:wirhdrawnſeons 
Hart: not Saran obratnedthis deſigns upomyon 2: 
ednor your hearts been prowing ous of frame? Some 
luſtincreaſing, grace decaying, and' your ſouls ar the 
brinlt of ſome aſtoniſhing fall'?: When you — 
outinthe morning withour a good breakfaſt with God, 
Have yownor beer aþt to gather wind/ and vanityvts | 
theprijudice of: your ſoals health? If yon'ingage nor 
God by Prayer to go with you, Whatſecarity have-you 
for tharday ?: If God leave you, tlie; Devil may-dd what 
heliſbwirh-youz/ and hamper you in; a thoutand ſnares: 
annie 0: 7 oo iti oth 7 FOLD1027 CT Hlg0h 
6.) Doth not your negleCi of ſecretPrayer argueittts 
tle love co.God ? Or deliphtto::be ins his Company? 
Whew perſons have a dearaftection to each other,they: 
love to be together 2 Love delights in union and-com- 
munzzn- Yea, . when: perſons loveintirely, they with- 
draw from other. company, that they may enjoy each 
other with more indeared familiarity;the preſence of a 
third mixeththefireams of Commanication, 
theirintimate communion : Andif you did paſſionate- 
p Oy 9s you not withdraw from others, 
your fouls might iojoy ſome freſh ang reſreſhing'jn: 
E 4 J- tercourle 
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tercobrie with your beſt Beloved ?.. How cart yourſay; 
yau {ove him;wheti you have no'mind'of his-companyt?: 
L1rf ».2 If you did indeed: love-lum.' you 
Cant. 3:5 . . 1: would yh <3 war Hoek OR 
int, 2. BOguntil:yan had-( with the Spouſe: 
_=_ Ped mY - brought. hint; into. the Chambers-af 
Sno 70 0 <N— communion, :and:ſolitary 
_ receſſes; Love'ss the weight of rhe: faglyjand: draiys=r7 
tothe objecdbeloved-n1f yourbedfs were'ravithtimith 
him you would. take more plesſure-in converſing-twith 
him; you would bleis: God: for:an -OPPOTrutit yy. .af in; 
joyiog'bim:-But this: ſtrangeneſs ſpeaks aigreat defett 
m:this noble grace: 4nd would you be eſteemed fuck 
28 dave-not God-? What a ſad thing is:it tobe low.dhd 
ſeantn:love to God under: ſuch Krong engagediicnits 
lave:? *Poor foul | have-not thoſe; Glkenifiver xords 
love:which' bave been caſt:-abourthoezgrayuiitheonieari 
er,and bound.thee fafter-to thy: (Gtjdotben; thitsid Havd- 
pot ſuch bellp{viand incentives;!lindied. and intreaſed 
thy park of love: intoaifleme!?:d:amedt;thy;fnoad 
ſhame thy ſelf before'1hy Gadpforthis decaiupiilpys, 
and/dangeronsnepledti/ © (5 09 03529 i39% yd bow 
3:5v Donor youbyaheſepmiſfionsdeclaregdundtluct 
Jaguaſetintp the grace of Gode:Tts:Gods-wayrrditiigd 
| fouls to approach to him, by holding out promiltgbof 
reward, as wedbroffter Apples; Fruit, '&c:w:chidien, 
fo intice them: tots: nor ts ft'&Batto couzen and: n= 
foare ns, but real offers of kindrie(s to-us, whereofiwe 


th  may-partake, and wherewith-wd may-be happy ©; Sup- 
i ' poſcaPrincedefireaBeggars company, with expeailt: 


ons of dear affections, and Promites:of many kindhefles; 
Ei vot groſs ingratitude, if ſhe fling away, and ſedrn 
. chemotion2 Or ſuppoſea potent Perfon ſend taa paor 
manaloving meflage;'telling him he hath conſidered þi 
' "caſe, and hath appointed time and place; thatthey 
 togather may cpnfer about the necefſary concernm 
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| leQ and growaverſe thereto2-Qh-be aſhawtet of it. 


| 


| rg «adn gche:fhall have: free admiſhon'and:1i+ 
xchty-withontidiſturbance 'to:;preſent his petition, | and 
#k, whathe will, and it ſhall be 'igtanted ; noneſhall be 
preſent, bur only they .twa ſhall converle famiharly to- 
gether,” for the good, of the:poor man : But infteadof 
4:thaiikeful accepiance of this Kindneſs, the poor man 
picks quarrels:with the meſſenger or:meſſage, grows'tul- 
leb aod perverſe, runs away -and:fatth, need neicher 


bis:counſel nor-affifrance; Lerhim beſtow his kindneſs 


whete.he will, I will-ooti meddle with him ; 'Were.nos 
this groſs ingratitude 2: And howt,would. ir be taken? 
The eaſe isthineg$owl, that negle(teſt ſecret daties rhe 
of Heaven gives thee:notice roimeer him in fucha 


L FfFoamyto negotiateFreely:the main.conceramemwsof thy = 
| -pregibubſpul;;and'thou art'chy qot fhy, and: wilt-nor 


* 


N CE 
eft = Qmynrous folly-! iQt-grofs ingratitude ! 


Be aſhawedofigbe/bumbled far it; thy God takes. it 


il rhat: cthou;artdlbcloiih:to;ber happy, that:thow even 
forſakeſtthine piwhemercesgmand wile goitwiceas-far 
another way to gratifie ——_——— —— 
into thy Cloſet ro pleaſe thy God and profit.thy poor 


| ſoul :\Hownlavg inaſt God wateh.and wairg: andſtrive | 


and ſue to have thy company ; und thamdoſt Bill neg-. 
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80: you mt; by neglect af ſecret Prayer,” reſiſt 
*D the ab» 1067 the bleſſed Spirit > Ang ls-this 
no fault? Is: it:nothing to —_— communion with - 
vethe-interceſſion of Jefus ; 
Chriſt the Mediator, but you muſtalſo ſlight the: mo- Y 
tions of God, the bleſſed Spirir? This is fad: How of: __ 
£31136 ee A TE R_— 


r:'v 5 


\ 


. 
_— 


God the Father-or to impro 


62 -- Cloſet rand 
ten doth the wi Ghdſt knock at your doors, fir 
up, ſpur you forwards unto duty, and-rake you bye 
hand, _— irs afſiftance if you'} go'ro God,” abd 
yet do you refuſe ?. Do.you make narhing of quenchs 
ing; grieving, yea vexingthe good'/Spirirof God? Con: 
fider what you do :' as - Ive deal with ic, ſo it-will:deal 
with'you'; if you do ner embrace its call, 'perhapsiq 
wilt not be preſent ar your call: And what can you doi 
in- duty, without-ic?: If you; trive againſt it, ic will 
cealefiriving with yos; Beit knowtso you; you tuve 
horthis Heavenlyvwindat-your omen: and; yols 
. may toſsi2 the boatofdury long, bur ſhall fiorapproveh 
as; & :withour'ic: - Nothing :burthe Spirit oÞ G8d 
rry-thy ſoulto:Gdd 2 yy what car excſre:und 
Comer thee when thy Aſſiſtant and Comforter is fliphss 
ed and-(adned ?/ Grieveitherefore;:Chriſtian, For: = 
Srievingof the Spirit, 1d iy:to hearty careleſs que 
ing of this- holy fire; ahd ler rr when: lift of 
neligencescoftthee.the waters of godly: torrow ang/re- 
peneancay that dthisſin'may- not. be tad EP charges 
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9.: I, you.can onlyipray in company, what will you 
do: when: your: company: is gone ?-.Aitime-may | 

' when you may be Dliglens, asChriſt: ſaich® his was: 
You had yo R_ _ -_ 'be _ You} that 
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ACheifitan Duty, :- 


Baints is defirable, byt external Communion is not al- 
J wiys atcainable : you-may be thruſt our by divine Pro- 
J vidence;znow it will-be fad toibeat a lois when perſons 
q arealone: 'Tisa Sos 7 e expreſſion of ſome, that they 
| —_— how to live;if ſuch and ſuch Chriſtian friends 
| odly. Relations be raken away ; why what's the 
Fa TP Arethey inthe place of God ? Is your ſpiritual 
ifs rriginrained'by the Teaden pipes, or by the living 
, ſpribg's that ſtream tStough them ? Alas, __ if. you 
4 5 pq =o this art of drawing. tnfluet. 
q © | titely throt ough Chriſt by '{acrer 

ou Woul nbr He | > diſcoures with the oſs 


Ges [ eannor ot ye, 
d'my hearr 
efly ; £ and there' s the 


For 4 ing God: ER out char hack 
Japon the'faf-of-others. injar will be 
; 4 when that ſtaff is pone:: And, 1s it 
Lt $4 gErrentto a noble and'immortal Soul, 
7 Nr eatinbt Jong entertainits God alone? W haty 
extinor'Godand an Help born Soul converſe together. 
1 witfiout Aurif46s? Mult another imerpoſe as an in- 
1 &romnent; withour 'Whom'you'carnot injoy comtnunion 
3}. | wit God'Be aſhamed of jr; andchide yourſelves, as 
| not afthip fuitably-to your rational Tpivins, much leſs tay 
{Ja ſupernatural Principle of grace.” 
IO: 
aurkons 
ae | [ES lect of this known duty ?- What coofu. 
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tief, would polſels you if death ar- 


'Laftly, let me further demand of you, what if I 
ſhonld call you away andfitd you under tha = 


jealouſie __ 
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he Y verbs':'ir pleaſeth not/God that a duty be dotie, excepe- 
2e- || it be'well done. Many favisfietheir-own conſeiences that 


-r- || they have prayed,- but conſider nov how they prayel : 
ri- {| there's. a Curſe: 6n' fuchi as do the-' © 3H) FH169 
hr || work of God negligencly; and, that Jer: 48: 337-11" 
r- || have in their flock a male, and'offer.: 
ur | to the Lord a corrupt thing: And it's a fearful thing 
ra |} to getacarſe upon our knees, when we come for a blet- 
h) $-fing : Look to ir, God takes notice how you pray, the 
ls 4 Devil ſtands under your Ctoſet-window, and heareth 
ys Af what you fay to God.in ſecret, all the:while ſtudying _ 
it of how he may commence a ſuit againſt you for yourdury : 
6 If Like thole that come to Sermons to carp or catch at 
1 what the Preacher ſaith ; or (as one faith)likeacanning 
M2 1 opponent in the Schools, while his adverſary is buſte 
34 |{ reading his Poſition,he'ts ſtudying to cofifure ir; and.oh, . 
xd | what advantage do we gfcen give Satan-to tripus and. 
J take us tardy 5 What occaſion do we afford him'tob ac- 
| cuſe us to Godand to. our ſelves, whilewe have our fil 
z thy garments on us ? Yea remilsneſs in our duties brings: 
} decay in grace. Tradeſmen may gobehind hand by be- 
{ ing careleſs in their dealings, as wellasby being much 
} out of their ſhops: Alas, what ſad decay 4s in our fouls 
| for want of cloſe and conſtant. commumon wich God ? 
We havevery perverſe hearts, wehave much ado with 
them; when we would do good, evil'is preſent: .it is 
| our great fin we are ſo much out'sf order, even: upotr + 
q our knees. Satan ſends his Imps to haunt and torment 
Fus, he: jogs our hand when we are to write a Letter 
{to Heaven in dur Prayers ; ſo that we can ſcarce make 
_fenſe of what we preſent to God; Our thoughts gre 
gunfixed, ranging abroad like a Spaniel to a thoufand 
Jobjects, ſothat ſometimes we have loſt our ſelves,and 
know: not where we are: Ohlet us lament our vaitratd 
Erifling ſpirits. in ſecret duties,” and''rarnus unto God 
or help, as-a Servantz when-che-child hg tends:is2gws . 
Pt SY | | bleſom, 
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' bleſom, and will not be-rnled by him, calls out-to the | 
- Father to come to-him; who no-foaner ſpeaks the word, 
bur all is whiſt with him; our God can ſet in otder our 
unruly ſpirits, only. he will be called upon by earneſt 

—_ FS 9. 31 

+. Thus much forthis Ule. 


CHAP. V. 
T he Third Vfe is of Inſtruition. 


SECT. I. 


| M* next and main work is to help us in the duty 

of Cloſet-Prayer, by propcunding ſome helps | 
and rules for our direftion : which I ſhall reduce to | 
theſe four heads. | | 


2. Eſſentials in it. 
3. Grenmſtances about it. 


CE Ea Preparatives to it: 
Viz. 
' 4. Conſequences upon it... 
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37> | $..:kLook to yout State and ſtanding : If you be noh 
* feal Saints, you are not fit-for this ſpiritual duty : Yout | 
Relation muſt beehanged by converting grace : Hence 
the Text ſaith; Pray to thy Father. See then that God 
| be your Fathet-in Jeſus Chriſt ; elſe you cannot truly 
ety Abba, Father ; 1fwe muſt bereconciled to our Bro- 
ther bsfore we offer our gift, ttuch mote to God, for 
how can two walk together except they be agreed? I 
_ deny not but-a carnal ſoul ſhould: tetire himielf into a 
corner, examine his ate, fall down: on/his knees, and 
| beg converting and 'pardoning: grace z and thus they 
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muſk acquaint themſelves with God, that they -may 

| ES han for unſound unconyerted fingers have 
no-rjight as Children-to call to_the King of Heaven 
.thqugh as Creatures they may. and. muſt ſeek unto God, 
yerthey worſhip afar off. ' Tis. the gracious Chriſtian 
only. that prayeth acceptably-; wicked mens Prayers 
are abomination ; an hypocrite ſhall-not come before 
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ty 4 the throne of iniquity hath no fellowſhip with him; 


P5 | Our Lord Jeſus marrieth. none but Widows that are 
tO givorced from all other Husbands, :aml_ he:gpens;his 
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| Prayer. POE ER SI AD THR moto ——— NN Ag 
| 2. Diſpatch other things off your hearts and hands : 
Let not your earthly occaſions intrnde into your Cloſet- 
"Exerciſes: Say to the cares and affairs ofthe 'world as 
Abrabam to his Servants, Stay there while I go and wor- 
i | ſbipthe Lord yerder.:- Or as Nebemiah in anothericaſe,; 
* /amdoing a great work, and I cannot come domnto you : 
Sedo thou {ay, I have appointed other times and/{o2-" 
ſons far attending. worldly buſineſſes, let-nis alone with: 
Yon every.thing 5/beautiful in;dts ſeaſons Come 
maſt 
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with God.is:a5 much asil-oinatrend at oncey 
deaeg other phjtteythe | 


: \ 


buſineſy] ani | | 
about ob b- 


: a6R ST” ix | q a. 5 h 2+ my . | 


"about is of the greateſt importance; muſt conſult how 


© 1 "abt; : , 


"that all earchly oceafi6ns and affeCtions muſt belefrba-. | 
hind when we go toGod. EE a ot? | 
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T may attend upon'the Lord- without diffraction; and 
worldly matters have'diſttacted' me'it-Gol's'lervics, 
and have coft me many a'tear; therefore" ger awa 
from me. Why ſhould the work of the Lord ceafs” 
Why fhould 1 be hindred from-my God ? Whar-can' you 
afford me that can'be worthone hours communion with 
my God ? Thus do you actually renounce the world; for 
you cannot mind two things at' once : And oblerve ir, 
If you leave any matters of the world tarrying for'yout 
atrendance, thethoughts of them wilſ'attend-yoa, and 
make 'You cat your duties ſtiort, and:run away before 
your hearts be warmed: Therefore, if ic niay be;'di- 
ipatch them, however rid your hearts of them : *The 
Heathen left their Shooes at the Temple-doors, toſhew 


FO! | F2&1% # 


_ 'Bring not thy Plough, thy Plots, thy Pleaſures thither! 
 *Cbrift purg'd bus Temple, fo niuſt thin thy hears. © * 
- LA worldly thomgbts are but thieves met ropether* © * 
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Let vain or buſie-thonghts have there of oh STOVE 
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no 1.j «wo move: Preparatives to Secret Prayer: ©: 


om your: ſelves in Gods preſence :Although-you: 
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be not within the view of any mortal 'creattire, 


et :theerernal God fees what you'are a going dbout-: 

viſaithithe Text, Tow Farber fey" ſecret; dathinels 
or:clbſcneſs hidesnot from hitns gnd\'rismore.thax 
Godſees you, thanif allthe men ongabhipared Obits 


His eyes are terizhouſedd tines biiphter/ ths des up 
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'and he is of purer eyes than to be- | '- .. 
hold iniquity ; therefore waſh your 9%: 7 13- 
Ip cut & | Z Pſal. 25. 6. 


© || hands in. inriocency before you com- pg, 66. 18. 

x paſs his Alrar : For if yon _ int- Y 
wY qQuity in your heart, God will not hear your Prayer : 
- Therefore 1er the Lord always before youy- eſpecially | 
now you are ſetting yourſelves before the Lord; if that 
wag Caveat was enough to beget reve- | 


” 8 rencein an Heathen, Cato ſees thee ; Caves (SAS Catos 
Oh what reverence would the ſ{en'e.of Gods omnipre- 


d 3 ſence begerin thy heart, if duly. weighed ? ' Chriſtians, | 


y yg weight your ſpirits with ſuch Meditations as thele, 
- F God's eye is never off me, I am daily walking in the 
© {| Sun; butnow, Iam ſetting my ſelfto pray in ſecret ; 


p/ I come to appear before God in a ſpecial manner; I. 
* {| may deceive men and my {clf, but God will not. be” 
; {| mocked; [ had need now engage my heart to approach 
unto God, that?s the thing he looks for. Oh for a ipirit 
i | fuitable to ſuch a Majeſty whom I come to worſhip ! 
7 } Lord, draw out my affections, unite my heart, excite 
3 my praces, that my whole Soul may be carryed after 
$ God: Thus commit thy works to the Lord, and thy 
4 thoughts ſhall be eſtabliſhed : when ly” 
q thou arc ferting thy face towards a. Prov I 
duty, where thou art ſure to meet | 
x 4} Satan, and carry -with thee a corcupt deceitful heart, let 
'- | God know from thy mouth whither thou art going, 
what thy fears are. Never (faith one) doth the ſoul 
march in.{o good order, as when it puts it ſelf under 
the conduct of God; and never is it ſo awful, as when. 
It ſets it {elf under the eye of God, Gen. 17. 1c; Lam 
God Almighty,walk before me,and be thou perfet. When 
you ſenſibly diſcern you -are kneeling before God, 
will not this make you perfect, ſincere, and grow ho- 
lier? If you think God be not in your Cloſets, what do: 
you go to pray there for ? ol if you know he ſees you © 
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there, why.do you not think ſo,and ſet your ſelves as 
in his preſence ? The child will ftand: demurely before 
his Father, the Scholar before his Maſter; and fo will 
the gracious Soul before God in duty, if fenfible of his 
prelence. | | 
4. Mufter up your thoughts and wayes:Our thoughts 
-and affections are like the ſtrings of an Inſtrument out 
of tune,and therefore we muſt take ſome pains to wind 
and skrue them up. Fhis is that which Zophar advileth . 
to, Job 11. 13. to prepare the heart, and then ſtretch 
forth the hands : And for thisend, it would not be a- 
miſs when you come into a private room to pray tn le- 
'cret, firſt toread ſome portion of Scripture, which may 
be ofuſe to compole your ſpirits; and like Dav:d's harp 
toSaul, drive away your wild imaginations : yea the | 
word read, may afford you ſuitable matrer of prayer to 
God. More particularly, let me add one experienced 
Help; which is this: When you are addreſſing your 
felves to God in ſecret Prayer, endeavour to fix your 
thoughts upon ſome particular ſubject to inlarge upon 3 
there's no queſtion, but you have ſometimes one ſpecial 
errand to. God, fometimes another,if you obſerve your 
conditton well ; be ſare to mind that, whether it be to 
confe(s ſome predominant fin, to bes pardon. of it. {| 
power againſt it : You may have in your eye lome |. 
Srace that you'need more than ordinarily,and ſee your { 
weakneſs and defect therein, &c. Now do notſatisfie || -. 
your felves in running out into generals only, but {ſer 


your ſelves to plead the cauſe of your fouls in that very | ; 
eaſe, which you have. found out by ſerious inquiry, f| | 
would moſt ingapge you atthattime to go:t0; God about ;z}} ; 
expatiate principally upon that {abject : And thisI con-J , 
" ceive to be a takingro our ſelvexitords, ff | 
{+ "455 (which the Holy Ghoſt dinecteth us} ;, 
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A Ch:iftian Duty, - 71 


ſubject matter to ſpeak to our God about : the word 5 
in Hebrew imports ſo much. i 
Now an intent and earneſt purſuit of ſuch a ſpecial 
ſubject ar the Throne of Grace is of uſe in theſe two 
refpedcts : 6 OR ” | 
1. You will find it an help againſt diſtraftions, wan- 
drings, withdrawings from God ; when you purpoſely 
ſer your ſelves to mind one thing, you'l be rtiore intent . 
upon it,and lay out more pains about it, than when you ' 
allow your ſelves liberty in variety of matter. When 
the ſtream runs one way, tis ſtrong- | 
- | er thandiſperled into. ſeveral) chan- | 
nels, ſo, when the Chriſtian unites his ftrength to plead 
* | with God abour a particular buſineſs, he is uſually more 
| warm and affectionate,and fo leſs ſabjet to diftraftion. 
4 2. It will help you to inlarge your ſelves in ſpread- 
$ | ing particular caſes before the Lord, in pat and proper 
x 
r 
5 


Vis unita fortior. 


expreſſions, even before others as you have a call and 
opportunity ; and this is that which is called, the gift 
| of Prayer, which is of ſingular uſe, when a perſon can 
| particularly and pathetically lay opena condition,plead 
r | with God,improve promiles,and rationally expoſtnlate 
0 | even with the Almighty about a ſpiritual or temporal 
- | concernment : This holy Art is got by a frequency in 
© | ſecret Prayer, and particular pleading for a mans own 
Ir foul: This is the laſt preparatory ; think before-hand - 
e | ' what buſineſs you have to God in a peculiar manner; - 
| | anddrive that nail (asit were) to the head : you can- 
Y || not think to ſpeak of all things to God at one time; but 
Y» | take that which is of preſent emergent uſe and impor- 
8 rance, and ſer your ſelves to inlarge upoa that ; follow 
that home till you feel your hearrs be warmed and af- 


ls, feted,-and ſo. haveſome tokens for good that God will 
Sf recurn'a ſenſible anſwer : Yon't ay, Muſt we'thas pre- 
ct} pare orfelves before every daty of ſecret Prayer; we _ 


have not. time for it? I ſhall anſwer this in the words 
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His Book, called 42 of my dear and reverend Father 4#- - 
belp to better hearts 0444: there are ſome ſeparating du- 
for better times, Pag. los a f h 
196,197.read more FS that prepare for others, as exa- 
of this Subje&. mination, meditation, prayer ; and 
they do prepare by ſtirring up the 
grace-of God,” and providing an heavenly afliltance to 
begin with us in the duty: If thou canſt not always 
have ſepararcing time betwixt other occaſions and Gods 


- worſhip, yet have ſome ſeparating thoughts ere thou 


enter upon the duty ; thou art not fir elfe to meddle 
with wiſdom : Thus he. *Tis rrue, ſome have not the 
leiſure that others have, yet ſo much preparation is ne- 
ceſlary for every duty as may withdraw che heart from 
other objects, and weight the ſpirit with a due ſenſe of 
the work we have in hand, and ſometimes this may be 
done {uddenly ; yet as for ſuch as have more time to 
work upon their hearts, and ſtate their ſouls caſe by 
muſtering up themſelves to the work, neglect a duty, 
and cannot groundedly expect the Lords preſence: and 
this I conceive is the reaſon why the Lords people mils. 
of God in ſecret Prayer, atleaſt one reaſon is, becauſe 
they do not make ſuch.conſcience,and take ſuch care of 
preparing. their hearts as they ought : Ah Chriſtians, 
when you come into your Cloſet, fit down and pauſe a 
tittle, before yeu fall down-upon your knees, clear up 
your ſtate, ſhake off other buſineſs, ſet your ſelves in 


| Gods preſence, and muſter up your fins or wants, or 


mercies you purpoſe to ſpread before the Lord; a Client 
will conſider all his matters, before he come toſtate his 
caſe to his advocate ; a poor patient will bethink him- 
ſelf, how he 1s, that he may tell his atlings to his Phy- 
fitian ; and a petitioner will not.go hand over head'unto 
his Prince, but order his cauſe before hand,thathe may 


_Plead it moreeffettually : And ſhall not we mach more 


Prepare our ſelves to wait upon the God of Heaven. © 
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SECT. 1Il. 


Direfzons concerning the Eſſentials of ſecret Prayer. 


—_—_ ſecond ſort of rules is conqerning ſome things 


. effentially requiſite to the right perfoxmance of 
the duty of ſecret Prayer, which yau are to look to in 
the duty ; and theſe are ſuch as are 'required in all ſorts 
of Prayer. | | '» 


2. By the help of the Spirit. = 
3. According to Gods will. 
4. In the name of Chriſt. 


Viz. that it be 


7 1. With the bears! 
performed, ; 


1. Secret Prayer muſt be hearty Prayer : an heartleſs 
duty is a worthleſs duty ; yea the whole heart muſt be 
ingaged in it, P/al, 119.10. With my whole heart have I 
ſought thee : It is the heart that God chiefly looks afrer, 
Prov.23.26. My Sox, give me thy heart : nothing elle 
can pleaſe God, if the heart be wanting; if the heart 
be -ingaged in the duty, he will rather diſpenſe with 
other weakneſſes, where there*s not wilful negligence : 
Obſerve ic, in that worfhip of God we perform with 
others, a mans gifts may be of uſe, though his heart 
go not along with;his voice; but in Cloſet-Prayer it 
doth no good at all,except the heart be ingaged; there- 
fore God principally. requires the heart in other duties, 
in this he only.requires the- heart, for the voice is not 
neceflary:: To love and ſerve the | 


Loxd our God with all our heart, | Mark 12. JO, 33- + 
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foul, mind, ftrength, is a keeping of the Law, and 
 morethan all whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices : We 
ſhould pray with every faculty of the ſoul, and with 
| the utmoſt ſtrength of every facul- 
Mat. 15: 8:9 ty: God deſerves and requires our 
ſtrongeſt affections: Thar's bur a eaiocd_s that's. 
performed without, the heart; right attendance on 
God is an ingaging the heart to ap- 
| _ ..proach to God: | Chriſtians, in all 
your addrefſes to God, mind the objett of worſhip ; 
let the ſubject worſhipping, and object worſhipped, be 
cloſely united ; look beyond the duty : it's onething to 
have communioa with an Ordinance, and another rhing 
to have communion with God in an Ordinance. Gods 
dear Children know what this means; for ſometimes 
they are more taken up with expreſſions, affeCtions, or 
{ome accidentals in the performance, than with the ob- 
ject of worſhip they ſhould be intent upon : But this is 
very dangerous z -for whatſoever interpoſeth betwixt 
the ſoul and God, to divert the thoughts from God, is 
+ » Ley an 7dol : Ezek.14.3. Theſe men have ſet 
' * Our  whevTo 7H up their Idols intheir hearts. Sept. reads 
 Pavorigars 4" - i; they have put their thoughts upon 
þ4nbf £77 7565 ek h . h t - Th h 7% 
i; evToy. 70. Fer nearts,z, e. They have commi 
ior: ted Idolatry with their own imagi- 
nations: inſtead of worſhipping God, their minds have 
ſtuck upon ſomething ſhort of God, after which the 
have (asit were) runa whoring even inthe duty. I fh l 
not deliver that as the ſenſe of the place, yet it may be 
an uſeful note : T fear many of us are guilty of a kind 
of ſpiritual fine-ſpunIdolatry, by heterogeneal thoughts 
in holy duties, that pluck us from God, when-we are 
approaching to him. The Lord humble us for this; and 
fix our thoughts upon God, that we 'may ſyy-as the. 


Church, 1/a. 26. 8. The deſire of our font is to thy nah ; 
"ml TT: - |. 


Jer. 30. 21» 
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and to the remembrance of thee. Cy- 
prian ſaith, Every ſecular thought 
maſt depart, and the mind muſt be 
taken up with nothing bur what we 
are about : he rells, the practice of 
the Church in his time was, that the 
Miniſter before Prayer, prepares the 
peoples mind, laying [Surſum corda] 
Lifc up'your hearts, and they an- 
{wer [ Habemus ad Dominum | We 
have them up to the Lord: whereby, 
ſaich he, we are admoniſked, thatin 
Prayer we muſt think of nothing 
but the Lord: What the Miniſter 
{aid to the People, do you ſay to 
your ſelves; [Sur/am corda)] lift up 


my heart were with God. The An- 
cients(ſaith Luther) finely deſcribed 


Prayer to be an-aſcent of the mind 
to God: Oh that I did experimenta 
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Cogitatio omnyu ſecu- 
laris & carnalss ſee 
cedat, nec quicquam 

tunc ammus; quam id 
ſolum cogitet . quod 
precatur : ideo &+ ſa- 

cerdos ante Oratio- 

nem prefatione pre- 

mifſa, parat fratrum 

mentes,Dicendo,Sur- 
ſum corda, et dura 
reſpondet plebs, Habe- 
mus ad Dominum,quo 
aamoneamur mbilali- 
udnos,quamDominum 
cogitare debere. Cyp. 
Serm. ae Orat. Dom. 


p. 246» 


_ yourhearts: Let every one ſay, I am now worſhipping 
an Heart-ſearching God, Oh that $5 


Aſcenſus mentis ad 
Deum. Luth. Colloq. 


" myſt. fol. 239. . 
ly know, what 


this means in Sy-taxs, 5. e. in coupling and joyning of 
my heart to God. Lord, gather in my roving and wan- 
dring ſpirit : This js the firſt direction, 75nd the frame 


of your hearts. 


2. Implare and expeft the Spirits aſſtauce - Prayer 


muſt be by the Spirits inlarging influence ; hence it is 
called the Spirit of grace and ſupplt- 
. cation: it helps our infirmities by 


making our fouls to cry aut, Abbe, 


| 
Zech. 12. 1c. 
Roms - 8. 26, 


- Father, with unutterable groans: A Chriſtian ſhould 


ſpread the fails of his ſoul for the gales of Gods grace, 
which wall carry the praying Saint apace towards God, 
yea and reach the ear of _ for he knoweth Tg” = 
ESO! 3 4 © 'O 


»þ of the Spirit : This 1s that which: is 


-1—" A called,a worſhipping God in theSpi-- 
* H rit,a praying in the holy Ghoſt, z. &. 
either as to the matter of the Prayer dictated by the: 
'Spirir, or asto the manner of praying, the foul being: 


Jude 20. 


aCuated by the. holy Ghoſt: For l 
conceive ir. may import the former 
| as well as the Jatcer, as other Scri- 
ptures compared hold forth: Alas, fleſh and blood will 
put up {ach petitions as God will not accepr, or in ſuch 
a manner as is no way ſuitable to his ſpiritual Nature : 
The truth is, Chriſttans, you will but bungle at the 
work without this help of Gods Spirit, and God will 


See Mark 12. 36. 
& IJ, I Is ; 


take notice of you. except he. hear his own language : 


do not think you can wreſtle entthe buſineſs your ſelves, 
you muſt be beholding to God for help in Prayer,: as 
_ well as for. hearing. your Prayer ; . your own fpirits will 
not carry you to Heaven : that which is from the-earth 
_ S$ earthly, and rifeth no higher-than earth, but the holy 
Ghoſt will elevate your ſouls to God : Therefore, I be- 
ſeech you, Sirs, beg the Spirit, yield to its motions, im- 
| prove its operations; ſay when you are going -to'duty, 
| Lord, now ſtir up thy ſelf, and ſtir up thy grace in my 

-heart : Awake, oh North-wind, and.come thou South ; 
blow upon thy Garden, Cant. 4. 16. [| My Soul 7 that the 
ſpices thereof may flow out { that graces. may beexer- 
cited and exerted : 7] Lord, I am low, flat, hard ; ſend 
the powetful arm of chy bleſſed Spirit to work all gra- 
tious diſpoſitions in me, and raile up my affeQtions:to 
thee: Tee I am below the duty, and infinitely. below 
thee in the duty,bur thou,and thou alone canſt raiſe-me 
-up; quicken, {ofren my dead and rocky heart , come 
. Lord, and ſhew thy powerful Arm, let it appear what 
.God can do for a forry worm. .. Oh lift me-up'to thee, 
that my ſoul may enjoy fome ſweet rs ogy” <a 
oc | F 2. 4 | | thee * 
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thee: Send thy fpirit:to fetch in my wanton - wandring” ©  ® 
heart : Oh for tome fire from Heaven to burn up my ſa- 
crifice, orelſe it. will lyelike a lump of fleſh, and be no 

true Holocauſt of pure Incenſe before thee :. Ler thy 

Spirit {catter theſe miſts of ignorance, and drive away 

theſeiflies of diſtracting thoughts, that my hearr. may 
be.with thee, and my performance may be a {weer-'fa- 

vour in the noſtrils of God. | 


7, © © 5% He 2 OO 
More Eſſentials in ſecret Prayer. 


A Third ingredient in Prayer is;that it be accord- 
{  ing:to God's will; it muſt have a warrantfrom 
the word ; 'aword-of-Precept, ' or Promiſe, orExam- 
ple, muſt be - the grownd of 'our petitions : a comthand. 
ts our warrant, a promiſe'ourinconragement;zan exame. 
ple is our tract, and the footſteps of the flock wherein: 
we muſt walk : He thatasks amiſs ſhall nor ſpeed, bar' 
if weaskany thing according to his will he heareth'us; 
and then we know we have thepetitiogs that wedefired 
of him, 1 Foh.5.14z15. Now, we ask according to 
his will, when both the matter 'of our petition. is atighr, , 
and our end in asking is Gods glory, and our own or- 

others ſpiritual good : otherwite, if we ask of God 

what: we conceit to be a mercy, and have not-asked 
counfel at God's mouth ;'or ask fo as to conſume itup- 
on our laſts, we may well meet with a denial: My: 
friends, you may not ſay what-you pleaſe inthe pre® 

ſence of God, Conſider, Gods 1n Heaven, you are on 

Earth, therefore be not raſh with your mouth, and let not 
your beart be haſty to utter any thing before God tet your 
words be-few, and well weighed, Ecclel.5.2. The work - 
you are about is:a ſolemn buſineſs, do not ramblein ex--. 


travagant deſires of unlawful things ; 'think not that?. ;' -. 
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God will patronize yourluſts : and when you have asks 
ed that which you conceive is according to his will, re- 
fer it wholly to his Will, ſay, The Will of the Lord be 
done : ſubmit pour ſelves to his diſpoſe, for time, man- 
ner, means, and all circumſtances for giving of it: ask 


temporal mercies condirionally,and ſpiritual Comforts- 


with ſubmiſſion to. Gods will ; .learn that petition, Thy 
will be done, to pray it as well as lay#t. Indeed Luther 
couldifay, Let my will be done ; bur he come off wich 
this, My will, Lord, becauſe my will- is melted into 
thine. there's but one will betwixt us: Let God's will be 
your will ; 'tis fit it ſhould beſo, our heavenly Father 
is wiſer than we: Conſider. a 

Hee repreſentatio debet eſſe :n Caith | 
 ſubmiſſa & bumilis + alias e- Man cannot pray 1m itn, tor 
im non eſſtt jrecatio religios that which he hath no war- 
ſa 2 creature ſubdits, ad ſus rant toask : Beſides, Ameſms 
Pos. py" -  _ ſaith, If--a man come not 
ren ſeries ce infer. 99h 0 bumble ſubmiſſion to 
rem, vil quaſt ſamiliaris col- Gods will,: it Were not ar elt- 
loeutio, qualis eft inter equa- gliays prayer directed to the 
bes: Amel. Medull. Theol. lib. 1upream Creator, but 4 kind 
3e Ca Ho Þ-FSSe net. of command by a ſuperiour 


toaninferiour, or a familiar diſcourſe as amongft e- | 


quals; Therefore let us humbly plead Gods Will as 

Abraham did,Gen. 18.27. Further conſider, the deſign 

of Prayer is not to incline Gad- before unwilling, to 

our mind and deſire ; for with him there is no variable- 

nefs nor ſhadow of change ; but that we may obtain of 
him by Prayer what we know afore-hand he'is willing 
to give: Laſtly, conſider we Chriſts example, Mat. 
26.39. 1f it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me, never- 
the leſs, not as 1 will, but as thou wilt ; This is right 
praying, to ground our petition upon a promiſe, -yet 
freely to leave all at Gods feet, tg diſpoſe of us as he 
ſees good: This is the third DireQtion; Let your Pray- 
ers be warranted by the Word. | of +762 v | 
| 4+ Ms 
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-4. Improve your Advocate, Foh. 14.13. What ſoever 
you ask.in my name, that will [do ; To ask any thing 
in hisname is not, radely,cuſtomarily, or complemen- 
tally to conclude with theſe words, Through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, &c. but,in confidence of his merit and 
mtercefſion to call upon our heavenly Father,as Daniet 
pleads, for the Lords ſake, Dan.g. 17.For,fince the Fall, 
none can come immediately to God but through a Me- 
diator;nor are we to fetch a compals by the grounlleſs 
invocation of Saints and Angels: I hope you have 
otherwiie learned Chriſt : I am moſt afraid in the pra- 
Ctick" part, that, in particular acts (art leaſt) precious 
Souls are in danger to miſcarry, eſpecially in Cloſet- 
Prayer ; when a Chriſtian 15 got alone, and there finds 
a ſweet gale of the bleſſed Spirit, helping his'/heart to- 
mourn for ſin; bewail his miſery, plead for mercy, and 
piving God the glory due unto his name.; oh then he 
SEnENEy much {atisfied, and God muſt needs accept 

is-perſon and hear his Prayer : Why ſo? Why hehath 
foand abundant aſſiſtance, melcings, quicknings, and 
inlargeinents ; Alas Sirs, where is Chriſt allthis while ? 
I amafraid your advocate is quite forgotten, your lurety 
{et afideas a poor inſignificant Cypher : And tell. me, 
foulzthou that boaſteſt chus of thy inlargements, dareſt 
thou appear before an holy God in thele rotten rags? 
Suppole thy rags'be'Velver, they are but rags ſtill, and 
are top ſcant a garmentfor.thy naked ſoul;thou comeft 


ry » V; 
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to-unlock the ear of God, and open his hearc with 2 
5 | wrong key; weare accepted only in the Beloved, and 
. | notbecaule we are inlarged : 'Tis true,evangelical a(- 


- | fiſtatice may be align of acceptance, but 'tis no cauſe 
th thereof: No,no,our perſons and prayers are owned on- 
t | ly upon the account of our ſurety and interceflour:Qur 
dear'Lord Jeſus, who dyed for us, he fits in the Court 
of Heaven as our Advocate, to plead for us, and ſhall 
we tiot imploy our Advocate, and find him work pe 
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{hall we think to- go on our own errand? Lord, for- 
Sive this groſs .ingratitude : Oh Chriſtians, whatever 
your ftraitneſs or inlargements. be, . make ute of him, 
Who is at Gods right hand, lay your ſacrifices on this 
golden Altar; lay the whole ſtreſs of your acceptance 
upon Chriſts meritorious interceſſion ; act faith on him 
who mingles his ſweet incenſe with your ſorry perfor- 
mances: Oh look after our Aaron who is goneinto the 
Holy, of Holies for us: Conſider,friends,it would be ſad 
+ with you if you were to be judgedaccording to the beſt 
ſecret duties that ever, you performed :. It's goed to 
have an inlarged heart in ſecret, yet: there's danger in it, 
and it may undo us, becauſe our naughty heartsare apt 
to boaſt of, and truſt-to our inlargements ; therefore 
*tis better for us ſometimes to. be  traitned than con- 
Rantly, anlarged in our Cloſet-Pfrayers : This is. that 
which hath made ſome ſay-that their duties have done 
them more hurt than their infirmities; and the reaſon is 
plain, becauſe our corrupt hearts are ſo apt to depend 
upon the former, when. as we are daunted and..empti- 
ed of our ſelves by conſidering-the latter ; The Lord 
help us all in this majn buſinels of Prayer, yea this prin- 
 Cipal part of our Religion, to deperid wholly upon the 
righteouſneſs and- interceſſion. of Jeſus Chriſt; for ac- 
cels to, and acceptance with God ; Study. theſe Scrip- 
tures, oh. 16.2324. Epb.3.13.\ Heb.4.15,16. 10.194, 
20,21,22., Phil.3.3,18. The Goſpel is full of this, yea, 
this is the main hinge of our Religion : you are not 
Chriſtians, unleſs: you make Fehowab your righteoul- | 
_ neſs1n all you do,. as: well as God. your ultimate end : 
You'l go away as the proud Phar:ſee without -accep- 
tance, 1f you plead: your inlargements with God :.:but 
if you.come as the Pablican, pleading only Gods mer- 
cy and Chriſts merits,:. you ſhall be owned andccrawn- 
ed with:abundant gacomes. © op lo 1 ooo ggl 
.\. There arealſo ſeveral other neceNary Ingredients is 
hg. PF Ws Ty En, all-Y - 
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- AChniifian Diity, 
all prayer, which I might urge with reference to this 


duty of fecrer Prayer, as 1. A right underſtanding, 
1 Cor. 14. 15. 1 will pray with underſtanding : For 


|| feeling of our wants, we muſt come weary and heavy 
ITY laden, Mar. 1 1.28. Preſſed with the guilt of fin, pinch- 
_ ed with want of grace : 3. Fervency of ſpirit, Fames 
x 5. 17. ariſing from a conſideration of the neceſſity and 
wy excellency.of what we deſire, burning zeal : 4. Areve- 
> | rent diſpoſition, Ecel. 5. 2. anunfeigned abaſing of our 
: * ſelves before him, from the ſenle of his infinite Majeſty 
">| and our own indignity : 5. Secret perſwaſions of pre- 
an vailing, 1 Tim. 2. 8. grounded on Gods All-ſufficiency 
e || and Fidelity, though che foul be unworthy : 6. A cha- 
i- J ritable diſpoſition, forgiving others, 2ar. 6. 14. bear- 
_ ing'a endeared affection to all Saints : 7. Perſeverance 
© || in Prayer, holding on without ceſfation, Eph.6. 18. Fol- 
F lowing God in the duty all our dayes : Such as theſe 
. | conſtitutive ingredients effentially requiſite in the dary 
p of Prayer, 1 might urge, but mult contract. 
: This is the ſecond fort of Directions. 

- on a 
, CHAP. VL 

pv 

x The circumſtances of Secret Prayer, opened. 
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SECT..-1. 


Tx third head of Inftruftions concerning Cloſet- 

2 Prayer, is the Circumſtances that attend it, which - 
may be a great furtherance or hinderance in this per-: 
formance. Theſe are four. +0 ihe 
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blind devotion 1s not pleaſing to God : 2. A ſenſible . ; 1 


4 

4a” 
Q _ 
Ll 


P>..> 
: 
—_— 


d IN 
- Fg . 


ge 2», q a D I i i = S £ Ie. 
, Fs AT "* __ TO; was bates | COLES TP YES L2H FEE <ETE-Y} 4.4 a 
ab 5 +47 6s I) . -_ 4 *+ i 2d 4 4 » 7 05» ab 5-4 7 PF. % - 
; 67 $435 - : ! "42 <> £40 X \ a ” af of - [2s bes C 9 
L » LY > . K %- -Y J . # 
— --..\ .- 1 *+ z"v * = 5 ay K » 
4.1"Y * : . ” Eye A , 
if =; ” : an 4 LE Y 
> 4 £ . . pe E Fs F& a : > - 
« Es. 7 v Y . . n 0 5 v4, 
'S. c ” *. 4 j , 
> d 4 k 
+62Y * * 
+. — Rs 
ts », ad ® 
"7 
- 
A . « F H 
, . . * \ 
. is [1 
d : 4 
7 


SHEET Pu 7 I 
Referring either )2. Poſture. 1 
to the © 3. Seaſon. \ 

4. Voice. ; 

I ſhall but briefly touch at theſe. | | ſ 
i. For the Place, 1 adviſe you to chuſe the moſt te- 


tired room, where you may be freeſt from diſturbance, | * 

that you may not hear the noite of the family or di- ||! 

tracting commotions of a tumultuous world : be not | ? 

curious in the choice of a place, 10 it accompliſh|your [ 

. end for lecrecy or retirement ; no matter how homely 

it be, the {weetnels of the company will compenſate || * 

the meanneſs of the place ; Lovers care not where they 

meet, ſo they may conveniently be rogether ;; you 

have.not a convenient room within doors, yet a-good 

heart will not dildainto go meet its beloved in any coat, 

or barn,or wood : Iſaac walkt out into the Fields to pray 

and meditate : See you chule a private place wherever ir 

be, according to the nature of the duty, before opened 

to you ; obſerve God's providence in diſpoſing of you, 
and accept {uch place as he ſhall offer ro you. 

2. For Poſiure; In general, ſee that you uſe an hum- 

- ble geſture, there are examples of ſeveral laudable ge- 

ftures in Prayer; ſometimes we find Saints ſtanding, or- 

_ dinarily kneeling,: fpreading forth their hands, lifting 

_ up their eyes towards Heaven; ſometimes proſtrating 

.. the body all along upon the Earth before the Lord ; 

* you may doin this as yoti find moſt advantageous in 

your experience : no univerſal rules can be given as to 

theſe, particular circumſtances ; only tee that your Clo- 

fet-Prayers be with as much reverence as if you were 

before others,confider,your bodies are Gods, and muſt 

-  bepreſented as a ſacrifice to. God : He wiltbe worſhip- 

.-  pedwiththeoutwardas wellas inward man; you _ 
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ſeek topleaſe the Divine eyes, both 
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not without dangerous facriledge rob him of either: 
Beſides; obſerve 1t, there is both evidence and afliſtance 
in the bodies humble geſture ; it is an help to make 
you humble, and 'tis a ſign that you are humble : But 
on the contrary, an unſuitable ſite and poſition of the -_ 
body in Gods ſervice, is a {ad ſign of an unhumbled 
ſoul, and hinders humiliation : | TE 
Therefore though you be never ſo conditle Bf Fay '# ns 
ſolitary,yet remember, your Father 1aceadam eft Divinis 
in Heaven ſees you. Therefore(as Cy- oculis & habitu cor 

ian. exhorts ) let us conſider we hore &* modo 'vocis : 
ſtand under the preſence of God,and Ln 0 ac ps: bay Orate 
in the habit of owg body,. and manner of our voice ; 
Think of this Rule. | | 

3. For the Seaſon. The Apolſile faith, Pray continu- 
ally,or without ceaſing, yet there are ſome ( as it were ) 
canonical hours of Prayer, wherein a Chriſtians dilcre- . 
tion mult interpoſe : only in this caſe, take the fitteſt 
ſeaſons for ſecret Prayer, as when you are moſt at lei- 
ſure from worldy buſineſs, moſt free from company, 
leaſt in danger of drouzineſs : Oh Chriftians, if.ic be 
poſſible, put not off your ſecret devotions too long, till 
you go to bed ; then you are fitter for reſt and fleep 
than for wreſtling with.God on your knees : And then, 
for the frequency, no certain rule can be given: David 
and Damel prayed three times a day, 
morning ,o0n,and night : Noon time 
was the ſixth hour, «which was alſo 
atime of Prayer, (A#.10.9.) others alſo obſerved the 
ninth hour, which was three a clock | 
inthe afternoon, (AF. 3.1.) Cer- 
tainly the third hour, z. e, nine in the re LE 
morning, was an hour of Prayer, ( A. 2. 15.) and fo * 
was evening, fix at night, ſay ſome. David adds a ſe- 
venth in Pſal; 119. 164. Seven times 4 day Wl I praiſe 


Pal. 55. 17. 
Dan. 6. 10, 


Dr. Ham. pra. Cat. 
bo 3« Sf, 2. P. 274 
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84  Cloſet-Peayer, 
thee, which may only denote frequency in the duty: 
. Some of theſe may ſeem extraordinary caſes: The or 
. dinary ſeaſons the Saints have taken, 
mo 09. $539: | have been Morning arid Evening, 
_ = 4 4 "FI accordins to the Jews lacrifice of a 
| . Lamb atthoſe ſeaſons. In the morn. 
ing our {pirits are freſh and lively.: at evening we may 
find the by-paſt matters of the day, a fit occaſion for 
Prayer and Praile : it would do well to take Iſaac's ſea- 
ſon for devotion, even about ſun-ſet, or the ſhutting in 
of the day ; but 1 ſhall not too peremprtorily impole in 
theſe undetermined circumſtances, only take that gene- 
ral.rule, 1Pet.4.7. Watch unto Prayer : That's the third. 
'- 4. For the Voice, The articulate glound of words is 
not abſolutely neceſſary in Prayer; and it may be not 
ſo convenient in Cloſer-Prayer, which ſhould be ma- 
naged privately berwixt God and a mans own ſoul, ap- 
proving the heatt to God as fole witnels of his ſince- 
rity ; except through ſome extaſte and ſtrong motion 


of the affections, the ſoul's deſires break out in the lips - 


beyond irs firſt inrencions : I know, Mr. John Carter 
that eminent man of God, did purpolely ule his voice 
| . .. in ſecret Prayer for theſe two reaſons, 
—_— in Is | Becauſe he found itan help to his af- 
fections, 2. Becauſe it was an example 
to his family : 1 muit not therefore lay any neceſlity. in 
theſe variable circumſtances, only I humbly conceive, 
it is moſt iuitable ro the narure of Cloſer-Prayer, to per- 
form it ſo as none elfe may take notice thereof : Give 
Nam, ut impudentis eft cla- * | | . 
 moribus ſtrepere, ita contra paſſages our of C yprian to this 
congruit wverecundo, modeſtis puirpole * ? Tis a token of un- 
precibus orare : Nuia Deus TERS | be p-1 
X01. wocis, ſed cordis auditor eft : Et Paulo poft, Quod Anna in primo 
Regum libro, Eccleſie.typum portans, cuftoait &* ſervat : Nye Dominun 
20n clamoſa petitione, ſed tacits &* modeſte intra ipſas petftoris latebras pre- 
cabatur : Loquebatur prece occulta; ſed manifeſta fide * Cypr. Serm. ae 


£: Qrat. Don. p. 499, 410, | _ -mannerly 


me leave to mentjon a few 
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minnerly,; 15; pydence, to make” a noiſe with loud cla- 
mours;: but 'tfs * moſt ſuitable to a- modeſt 1pirit, to. 
1 pray. with filent groans. For God 1s the hearer not of . 
gs, IT yoice' but:of che hearc : 'He makes Hannah a type 
the Church,': who prayzd-:not with clamorous pe- _ 
n-M titions, but with: working affections within the lurking - 
yl holes (as it were): of her breaſt ; ſhe ſpake with hid- 
rj denPrayer, bur manifeſt Fairh:: So he. | 
i | Thus much. for: Circumſtances: of Cloſet-Prayer, - 
nf wherein I-am; more ſhort and ſhy in impoſing any 
nf thing on-the people.of God, which God hath lefc free 
| inhis Word : Only.an general take notice; thatthough *. 
| accidental circumſtances: that'concern a duty-be'mura- 
s | ble, yet by the wyle.orderingiof thoſe circumſtances, 
tl they. will 42s _— ns m the OO of.a A. 
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H E laſt{bre of Aitied and? direttions concern: | 
- Xing Cloſet-Prayer, are ſuchas are to-be practi." 

{od after che dury+4s performed, xwhichl call conſequent, - 

orconcomitantduties. Theſ@are four. 
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Ks ya Carr fs oy gs zences. 
'# | When you have been before he Lordi in Ulolet- :* 
Provyer, obſervehow God hath beetr dealing with your 

| hearts;that you may be ſuitably diſpoſed and affected; # & 
TfakeLord hath with-drawn' himſelf from you, left * AM -Þ 
you undet;hardnels,: deadneſs, — uncottifor-.”” | 
SSD oil DA. 009 
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tableneſs 3. you are to mourn for it, inquire the cauſe”. 
of it, reflect upon your felves, ſee what guilt there is 
upon conſcience, which ſeparates betwizt God and 
your iouls : And then (tf time permit) fall ro*r again, 
lament the fin; be ingenuous in confeffien, make 
ſtronger reſolutions, remove all obſtraCtions, that God 
and your ſouls may nat be at any diſtance, reckon 
fireight,and make np your accounts, part friends,thart . 
you may meet friends the next time you goto him :'If 
you find that God hath helped, melted, and graciouſly 
manifeſted himfelfro your iouls, rake f{pecial notice of 
ir, record that for time ta come,ſlightnot the leaſt ap- 
pearances of God, ,own him in, praiſe him for theſe 
{weet manifeſtations of his love : Leayathis leflon even 
of Hagar the bondwoman : when ſhe was in a {olita- 
ry Wilderneſſe, the Angel of the Lord comforts her, 
tells her God had heard her affliction, ſhe was with 
child, her ſeed ſhould be multiplied, ſhe in an anſwera- 
ble return to God for his kindnels, lets an Aſteriſm of 
Obſervation upon the place, as a memorial of God's 
feeing,andlooking after her,So the well was called Beer- 
Ia-hai-roi, 4.e.the Well of him that liveth, and ſeerh. 
me,Gem. 16. 13, 14. Thus do you: think and think a- 
gain, Oh, who, or what am [, that God ſhould look 
afcer me,or take notice of me in this deſolate ſtate and 

' place! I ſhall remember this time of love whileſt I hve; 
th ſuch a room I met with God, ſuch a Chamber or Clo-_ 

— ſer was Bethel,a Mount Nebo,aSycomore-tree, where [ 
beheld my Feſus,and took a bleſſed view of the pronii- 


'» ſed land. —- Thus Chriſtians,refle upon;and recollect 


your experiences in Gods preſence z which may be of 
uſe unto you all your daies. '.. | 7: 

2. Let your carriages at all times be ſuitabſeita | 
© , yourCloſer-prayer ; lex it appear that you are-wholly 
| _ devoted to God: crols not your-prayers with your || 
*  . Practices, pray much and live well : Letic appour yoo - 
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have been with God, that you have been "drawing 


your influences from the Spring-head ; walk with men 


2s thoſe that walk with God : Let the ſmell and fa- 
' vour of your heavenly converſings break forth in 


your gracious expreſſions, and exemplary converla- 


tions : Live not after the ordinary rate of profeſſors : 
As your heart 1s God-wards, fo ler your light be Men- 
wards, that they may ſee your good works, and glo- 
rifie Gad: Carry _— out of your Cloſets, that 
| may holdforth the word of lite and work of grace; be 
able to ſay in works what David ſpeaks in words, P/al- 
119.55556. After he had ſaid, He remembredGods name 
in the night,hz adds, This I had becauſe I kept thy pre- 
cepts : He tells not whar it was,but certainly ſomethin 
it was, worth having : Poſhbly, it was ſome ſtrengt 


% 


to obey the will of God, ſome power over a eorruptions = 


Oh Chriſtians, let your aCtions demonſtrate what you 
get in Gods preſence : what a fin and ſhame is it, when 
perſons do that morally that Moſes did literally, Even, 
come down from the mount, and break the Tables of 
Gods Law, as ſoon as they are off the place ? Oh how 
{ad is'tfor a foulto come downfram Cloler-prayer,and 


be proud, paſſionate, envious, or covetous ? And 6þ- 


ſerveit; then you ate moſt jt danger : for then doth 
| Satan tempt moſt, and your hearts are then noft 
apt to be ſecure, conceited, and carnally confident, as 
though you had done enough, afid might now fit down 


and rake yout.caſe : And having ſweatat duty,and ſud- - 


deily cooling,the gracious ſoul doth contract a dange- 
rous ſurfeit, and fall inroa languiſhing condition : Be 
jealous therefore of your ſelves when you have been 
with God in fectet,and have an eye upon the devil, who 
is like a cheatex wlio ſtrikes in with 8 young,heir,when 
he hath newly teceived his rents, and never leaves him 
till he hath eaſed him of his modey : Oh now walls a 
- | tiy and watebfully, confidet where you have 
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E288 ” ":Clolet-Pzayer, | 


donothing contrary to'your communion or profeſſion: 


Let it never belaid of you asforne are $.2kah ay] won- 
der what ſuch perſons do'fo much alone? valets they li- 
ved better, and carried them{ilves after another order: 
they pretend devotion, bur there's little "ſeen in their 
converſation, they will talk as vainly, five as wantonly, 
be as hard and falſe in their way of trading, ard beas 
proud, {corntul, perfidious and 1 injurious as Others are: 
Ah: Chriſtians; letitnever be {aid thus; at leaſi give no 
occaſion of fuch ſpeeches: Let the world Jee, your 
Prayers have ſome efficacy that you get 'ome ſtrength 
in 1 duties which you "7 out in your praCtices: | 


- Re WU dtas es SE CT-i 
© Further duties after op ct- ear. | 


* 


EL 'Nother duty after you have been with God in 


ſecret;is, To expeCt a ſeal onable return: Stand 
upon your 'watch, hearken What God will-lpeak : Unto 


thee, faith David, will direts my Prayer, and will lock 


gp, Pfal: 5.3. So do you : Chrjſtians,) Tok: 'up to ſee 
what becomes of your Prayets, obſerve what anſwers 
God gives in.” Tt is an umannerly mocking 'another, 
(Pilate like)to ack a queſtion, and expect noanfwer:and 


1s not this a grols ſoleciſm in Religion, to Tpeak many 


things to-God; , and expe no return,?, 'tis,.certainly'q 
great fault among Chriſtians, to pray and pray,and ne; 

ver to conſider'or gather up the fruits of Prayer : Is it 
. nota'ſtrange piece of folly, for men to e always ſow- 
ing, and never tolook for.an harveſt ? \Sutely Chriſti: 

ans have more harveſts than they are aware of: There: 
fore,Sirs;obferve how you reap, take {| ecial,: notice of 


any thin _ looks like a Return of Ptayer;<xamine 


it throuphly, "gather ſomethitig ont; of itz zCarch: \at what 
comeatrm) 5 Roe Trays Berks ay $ Wy bred 
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did by the King of ſrarls words ; and if there be but 
an hint, lay it up, make much of ir, improve it, praiſe - 


God for it, and-nope for more: Ic is the negligence, or 
__ unwarrantable modety of ſome Chriſtians, 'ro think 
that rhey can expect no fruit'of their Prayers, becauife 
of the imperfection of their duties, forgetring Gods 
gracious Promile to upright-hearted ſeekers, by re- 
membring his ſtrift Juſtice to fuch as ſeek him nor.in 
thedue order : But firs, you muſt ſo be hamble, as alſo 


to believe, fo deny your own righteouſneſs, ' as allo to'-- 


improve 'Chriſtsintercefſion, you are ro renounce all 
conceitgof merit in your ſelves, and yet Took up for 
mercy from God. God hath-graciouſly annexed his pro- 
miſe of acceptance to the performance of the condition; 
and if God' have aſſiſted you to pray right' for the 
main,you may expect his audience : 

for, God is faithful and merciful, 
both in forgiving our __—_ and | 
giving us mercies : God's anſwers are larger than our 
askings ; Inſtances of this ſort are endleſs: There's 
never a fincere Prayer loſt ; 'God alwayes gives inre- 
turns,only weeither do not obſerve, or miſtake them, 
and {ole the comfort of them :' An Anſwer of Prayer 
doth not alwayes come in the way we expect it ; "we 
look for ir at the fore door,and ir comes in at the back- 
door, and while we are ſtill expecting the friend we 


{1 Joh. 'T« '9, 
2 Tim.. 4. 8. 


look for, he isin the houſe ;' the mercy we deſired is. 


received, only it comesin a way we thought-nor: of, 
and are-therefare apt to overlook ic: Therefore take 
heed of confining God/to your way; or limiting him to. 
your'time : Thar's the third. _ 

4. Communicate your experiments : And thereby 
commend this:duty to others: Thus David,Come,faith 
he, and 1 will declare what he hath done for my. ſoul; 
Pſal.66.16. This poor mancryed, and the 'Lord heard 

| | >»; G. 3 him, 
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© bim; Pſal. $4.6. ---- Do youas I have done, and yon 
ſhall ſpeed as | have ſped. Do not miſtke this:l would 


- . nothave you tell every one when you go to Cloſet- 


Prayer, or when you nave been at it, (thar's a Pharitai- 
cal blowing a Trumpet) but you muſt, at ſome times,to 
ſuch perfons as you canconfidein,or that you have ſome 
grounded hopes of doing good to, tell tfem your ex- 
periences, fot their direCtion and incouragement ; in 
this caſe, acquaint them how God is wont to deal with 
"your hearrs, what good you have fqund from God in 
thatduty, and you queſtion not bur upon a conſcien- 
tious ule thereof they may find thelike advantage : And 
this would be of fingylar uſe; for- hereby they have 
' not only arule for ir,. buz the exemplifying of it in a 
Precedent; and we know Examples are of a prevail- 
ing nature. Eſpecially, fee that you put your families 
ppon this practice ; Oh whata bleſſed thing were ir, jf 
every perſon in ſeveral rooms of the Houle ' were at 
work with God jn ſecret Prayer! How bravely would 
that houſe be perfumed? How well would the Trade of 
ogodlineſs thrive?ſurely ſuch an houſe werea more bleſſed 
beautiful edifice than any Princes Palace under Heaven: 
Ir's the diſpoſition of Goſpel-penitents to mourn every 
family apart, husbands and wives apart, Zech.12.1 1,12 
And of gracious fouls, to be like Doves of the valleys,eve- 
ry one mourning for his iniquity. Eze.7.16.There muſt be 
- joynt-Prayers and ſeparated Prayerstogether and apart: 
Lernot Chriſtjans be content to find Chriſt in a Corner 
for themſelves,but let them do what they canthat others 
alſo may enjoy him : this was the frame of the Church 
or believing Soul, Cant.3.4. When fhe had found him, 
I held him, faith ſhe, and would not let him go, until 
Thad brought him into my Mothers houſe, t. e; into 
more publick aſſemblies: And truly, Chriftians, that 
man hath nor found Chriſt at all that would rho 

' ju all 
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. Is gone, , perſons will be communi- 


A Chxiftian Duty, 91 © 
all others to find him. Oh, thinks the Chriſtian in his  . ' 


retiremen:,that others did bur feel and enjoy what my 
ſoul hath ſweet experience of, would to God, my Hus- 


- band, Wife,Brother, Father, Child, Neighbour, would 


bur try this courſe a while ! Oh what advantage wonld 
they get by ic? Thongh Tear theſeſweet morſels alone, 
yet fain wonld I have others to partake with me: In 


things of this world, perſons are apt to grudge others  -.; 


any benefir by what they have ſtoln from others ; 
but in ſpiritual advantages there's no envy, and if there 
be, it proceeds not from Grace, but from corrupt Na- 
ture; the more grace the leſs envy ; and when envy 
Tolle invidian, yea 


cative, Take away envy, and mine ,, ſunt & tua mea. 


is thine, and thine is mine z true 
Grace or Charity is kind, enviethnot, 1 Cor. 13.4. Now 
this I am perſwading to, that they that have found 
Chriſt would be fo charitable to ſouls as ro communi- 
cate the knowledge of him,and the way to enjoy him, 
unto others: Thus doth Andrew come to Simon, and 
Philip to Nathaniel, and both of them were (as a man 
finding a Jewel, and cannot contain) overjoyed, and 
cry out [| #venz fvenrgs ] I have found him, We have 
found the Meſſtas, Foh. 1.41. 4.5. And when the poor 
woman of Samaria had been privately converſing with 
Jeſus, down ſhe threw (at leaſt, left behind'her) her 
water-pot,and all in haſte went to the City, and ſaid to 
the men, Come ſee a man which told me all things that e- 
ver 1did, Is not this the Chriſt ? Fohn 4.28,29, Thus 
do you;firs :- promote and propagate this clioice duty, 
commend it unto others practice ; and ſo-you may be 
inſtraments of good. 
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F;Here is one thing yet SUPT OR may-be ex- 
pected ſomething. ſhould be tpokenito z+,and that 


is, The matter in praying, or words of Prayer, Whe-_ 


ther it be lawful or requiſite to ule a form or no ? Moſt 


Mes nf :- judge; Jhat as forms are Jawful; fo 
ACns DH . 


Conſe.” lib. 4. ©:17, 
p 190. + **/* ro ſome. youns beginvers in Religt- 


' on, and other Chriſtians of: weak 
parts Ie cannot expreſs their deſiresito, God in fit 
words, to help their rudeneſs, yer Chriſtians ought to 
prels afrer more growth and proficiency, -that they 


may lay aſide thoſe Cruiches, and arrive at the Gifc of” 


' Prayer, that may be of ſingular ule: As 


Pp 1, 1.0 4 
Prailical Catteh. for Cloler-Prayer, Dr. Hazzmond doth 


Page 277: 


own wants in what form of words he {hail think fit : 

And indeed all particular caſes incident,-and variable, 
can ſcarce be comprehended in one conſtantform : be- 
fides,in ſecret Prayer, God doth not ſo much. ſtand upon 
phrates or pat lentences, as the workings of the heart 
'1n ſighs and groans, which are the beft Rhetorick mn 
his ears: It's inquired, Whether we may ufe the Lords 
Praver'? I anſwer, We may ule ic as: other prayers 
in Scripture, either in the very words,' or.'as an ex: 
ample, platform, or directory, according.to the con- 
_ tents whereof we muſt direct our prayers. -_ 

. . Therefore for the further help of young profeſſors, I 

- fhal briefly touch: at the ſeveral -branchesof thar Table 

| ra 


prelcript words' may be requiſite 


alert 'it, that every one-may as his-- 


rable compendioysrmle of Prayer you have in Xſar.'6. 


ver. 9. to v.14. And the rather becauſeit may {tem to ' 


reſet chiefly i( though nor only ) to Cloſet-devotion : 
what ſhall fay to'irmay be a practical analyſing of ir, 
im/its ſeveral parts and'branches. © A. o18; 
x, Forrhe'prefice; [Our Father whichart in Heaven,)] 
Yourmay thus 'makecafe of it : Infinite and Erernal Ma- 
jeſtyjthe Maker of Heaven and'Earth, who dwelleſt in 
the Higheft Heavens, and in the loweſt hearts, who 
 Bizatiallichings here below, and art a God that heareſt 
- Eprayersg” 1's poor :worm at thy foor-ſtool, Iooking 
upto'the;Thron&of rhy Grace; caſt a Fatherly eye up- 
on me, andthough'T'be. by Nature-a Child of wrath, 
yerthrough Jeſus:Chriftimake me thy child by Grace 
and Adoption, teach me to cry Abvn; Father, with holy 
reverence and filial confidence, raile-my heart to Heg- 
ven, begst in me Faith in thy promiſes, love rb my bre- 
thren, -and due apprehenfions of thy Soveraign power, 
and pracious condelcention; that praying by the help 
of thy Spirir, 'in rhe name of thy Son, 1 may obtain 
good at-thy Fatherlyihands. Secondly, for the. Pe- 


7 


titilons. i 7 


» 
Ly 
- 


1: Petitirion; [ Hallowed be thy Name, \ Thus, O my 

God, F have diſhonoured'thee all my days by igho- 
{| rance; pride, bardneſs,and unthankfulnel(s,and I am un- 
apt and unable to glorifie thee, but do thou glorifie ttiy 
telf. in my converſion and falvation ; help me-to know 


and adoreithee; to make an high account of thy titles, . 


attributes, Ordinances ; to believe thy word, admire 
thy works;in mercy or judgment : help me with {piri- 
tual thoughts becoming my holy profeſſion, with di- 
vine lips tpeaking good of thy Name, and-a fuitable 
converſation, to walk before the Lord : Holy Go4, de- 
{troy Atheiſm, Ignorance, Idolatry, and Profanenels ; 
magnifie thy Name through the World; and direct 
-and diſpoie all rhings tothe advancement of thy glo - 
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_ - Heaven:) Thus,Holy Majeſty, I acknowledge my ns 


ry, by thy over-ruling providence, and thy infinite 
- Wildom. | ne 
- 2, Petition, [Thy Kingdom come : ] Thus improv” 
it: Lord, I muſt confeſs, that by nature 1 am dead if! 
fin, and a bond-ſlave to the Prince of darkneſs, -whiſ 
rules in my heart, and leads me captive by ignoranceJ © 
errour,diſobedience ; but do thou, by the power of thy! 
race, caſt out theſtrong man, take poſſeſſion of my 
eart ; ſway thy bleſſed Scepter in me, bring my whok 
manto obedience, deftroy Satans kingdom, propagat 
the Goſpel among all Nations, purge thy houſe, fur 
niſh thy Church with officers, orders, and pure ord: 
narces; make Kings nurſing Fathers to it, convertſ] b 
ſinners, confirm Saints, comfort the ſad ;z haſten thyſj ® 
ſecond coming to judprnent, and the bleſſed King 
dom of Glory. 
3. Petition, [ Thy will be done in Earth as it 1s 


tural ignorance of thy will, impotency to obey it, yea, 
enmity and antipathy apainſt it z my beit ſervices arc 
imperfect, my ſpirit repining under thy hand,and-my 
will wilfully reſiſting grace, and ruſhing into fin ; but 
Dear Lord, inform my mind, conquer my will, ordet 
my afteCtious ſweetly ro comply with thy mind; teach 
me to da thy will in obedience, make me content wit 
thy will concerning me in every providence ; beget in 
me thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions that are in the gloriou 
Angels, and glorified Saints, that with Humility,chear 
fulneſs, diligence and faithfulneſs, zeal, ſincerity and 
ys may be actively and paſſively at thy dil 
pole. ; | 
'' 4. For that Petition, [ Give #s this day our dail 
bread; ] Say in this manner ; Heavenly Father,I muſi 
onfeſs that by my wretched apoftacy in Adam, I have 
oft my right to every morſel of bread, and deſerve not]. 
 * bo breath aathy air, ortread on thy earth ; my fin hath 


ey gn ng, pay, ny fo, ay Jaan mor 


A Cheilttan Duty, »y 


Fput a curſe and ſting into every comfort, I can obtain 

nothing by my induſtrie, yer am prone to deſire, ger, 
Mand vie thy mercies unlawfully ; thy bleſſing is only 
the ſtaff of my bread, help me to wait on thy provi- 
dence in a moderate uſe of lawful means; give me a 
competencie of ontward comforts, thy bleſſing in the 
hill uſe thereof, and contentment therewith ; and, above 
ll all, a righc thereto in Chriſt, and prevent needleſle 
cares and ſenſual delights. 

5- Astq that Petition, [_ Forgive us our debts as we 
Þ forgive our debters: ] Thus plead ir, Lord, | am wo- 
| fully gvilry of original and actual fin, and am there- 


rl by a debter to divine juſtice: I owe millions, and can- 


not pay the leaſt farthing, therefore deicrve to becaſt 
into the dark dungeon of eternal corments; but, dear 
| Lord, thou haſt found a Ranſom who itands in man's 
ſtead to be ſurety for him, O accept me in thy beloved 
| Son Jeſus Chriſt, waſh away my ſins in-his blood,cloath 
my naked foul with his glorious robes, give me ſaving 
faith to embrace him upon his own terms, free my ſoul 
from-gnilt and puniſhment of fin, pardon my daily 
failings, and ſeal an acquittance in my conſcience, which 
tells me I do freely forgive all offences againſt my ſelf. 
6. Thelaſt petition, [| Andlead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us fromevil,] you may render thus : Lord,it 
were righteous with thee to leave me to be aſſaulted 
and conquered by Satan, my fouls cruel enemie ; my 
heartis growing wanton, proud, and careleſs, aptto 
thruſt my ſelf into temptations, but unable to reſiſt or 
overcome them ; thou maiſt juſtly bring me into occa- 
fions, and leave me to my lelf therein; butoh my God, 
keep my ſoul from being tempted, or afliſt mein the 
haur of temptation, or recover me out ofmy foils and . 
falls ; ſanctifie myſlips, make my ſtanding ſurer inthy 
 Arength, tread Satan under my feet,conquer the world 
hl for me, crucifie me unto the world, ſubdue my fleſh 
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| m 


and lnares, into thineimmediate preſence. 

: And then ſhut up all with fuch like words as cheſs, 
on that concluſion, For chize is the, Kinrdon, the Pom- 
er and the Glory, for ever, Amen : Oh! my God,l am 
"unworthy thou thoaldt gran my p=tirions for any 
thing in my lelif; all my arguments in Pray<r.,.-and 
grounds of acceptance | | fetch from thy leif: Fhou 
haſt a Kingdom of Grace, and Throne of Grace.from 
whence thou heareſt prayers, and diipenlelt bletings; 
all 'the Power 'is m thine hands, to give and forgive, 
to kill or make alive, andthe Glory {hall b- chine, if 
thou hear my Prayer : and blefied be my Goa,for all 
my mercies. TI aſcribe to thee, and thee alone, eter- 
nal{overaignty, omnipotency, and glorious ex.cifen- 
cy, which as I deſire all may be given co God, io: am 
humbly emboldened by Faich to reſt upon hy power 
and promife, that in dye time thou wilt hear my re- 

queſts; And as a token of thatmy deſire and confi- 
dence, my foul doth eccho forth, Ayer, Even tobe it, 

Thus [ have given you an kinr from the Lord's Pray- 
er of directions for the matter of our prayers. TI ſhall 
but propound another Scripture-Inftance concerning 
Arguments in Prayer. 


— 


EET T. IL 


An Exampic, from Jacob, of pleading with God. 


_— — 


O D would have his people converie with him in 
'S> rational way,and God's children have made uſe 
of many pleas in Prayer,which they have produced in 
vehement Expoſtulations,as we may tind {prinkled up 
and down in Scripture, as Moſes, Nehemiah, Ezra, and 
Daniel, in their approaches to God : and above all, 
David mo the book of _—_— is exceeding full this 
' Way. 


within, and in dnetime take- my ſoul above all fin} 
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Scripture; inſtance, andthe rather becauſe it was a ſe- 
tet or {olitary prayer(of which we are now ſpeaking:) 
and there are notable Pleas therein, which . may poſli- 
bly {air our condition 3 -therefore |[ ſhall briefiy'tquch 
the parts of it, and, recommend it.to ourimitation : It 
is that of good 5 Facob (who was trained up in this oy 
Art of wreſtling with God) in Ger. 32.9, IO, II, 12 
His $24 there may be e reduced to. thele ten Heads. - 

He makes ule of iuitable Titles of God, he calls 
viml.ord orFehovah; which denotes Gods lelf- exiſtence, 
and giving Being or exiſtence to the, promijes, in firl} 
making tem, and ten making ther good: , Thus:49 


jou z Sirs, raile in your hearts ſuitable apprekenſions.. _ 


of God, and let your'exprefſions be aniwerable ; tell - 
God, he is an infinite, om niſcient,ombipotent Ma, ly, -- 
able to do beyond \ what yon can,ask or.mink, A a that 
ou neither geed nor defire any more than what his: al- 
mighty. power can eff2Þ:; tell him, if; All-fufficiency 
cannot {upply you, youre. contentto. £0 uniped;. but 
you queſtion neither his hand*nor heart; you ate ſure 
he both can and will help his Children in their need ;; "he 
will make good with h his band whathe hath, {poker with 
his mouth, for he is Tehovah, * 
2.. He pleads Covenant-relatioh fo God. O God. of 

my Father Ab7aham, and'God'of my Fat er 1/42, and 
% my, God! this is an admirable, pea, if God. 
foul in a Covenant: relation, he will certainly Out 
though his grace be free; yet when God hath choſen s 
foul ro be his, be hath (5 it were) ingaged | himlelfto 
ownit ; now he hath 12did his*truth' ro 'ptedge.” [Thus 
then a ſoul may plead, Lord thou haſt been my" Fa: = 
ther's Gad, and wilt. thou riot be my Gbd ?, And'wilr 
thou be my God,and with-hold ſuch a mercy! from'tie'? 
My Anceſtors found grace” in thy ſight, and obtained 


thoſe ever good things' Lam” craving); ; | and, AM not Tut =. 
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way. But I ſhall pals by the reſt,and fix. only upon one 
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derthe very ſame Covenant with them ? Arenot pto- 
miſes the ſame? Is there not the ſame Mediator ? Lord, 
I cometo thee in a Covenant-relation for a Covenant 
mercy, and wilt thou deny me ? 

3. He pleads a wartant for his undertaking, appeal- 
ing to God that he was in his way, ſaying, The Lordi 
which ſaiaſt unto me, Retern into thy Country: Oh with 
what incouragement may theſoul plead for affiſtance 
and protection, that is in Gods way and work, accord- 
ing to his own appointment ? Thus then plead, Lord, 
haſt not thou ſet me about this work ? Haſt thou not pi- 
ven me a charge to do what I do ? Have I not a plain. 

 Politive Scripture-warrant to bind my conicience ? [ 
dare not do otherwite: I may ſay,If 1 be deceiv=d,thou 
haſt deceived me, but I am ſure, plain Texts are nof 
cheats,l cannot otherwiſe underſtand ſuch a Command: 
and oh my God, fince thou haſt thus ingaged me in thy 
work, wiltchou ſuffer me to miſcarry therein ? 2 
, 4. Hepleadsa particular, promiſe, / will deal! wel 
with thee : Surely a comprehenſive word, containing in 
it all that Facob wanted. Thus muſt a Chriſtian ſearch 
the Scriptures, get hold of a promiſe, ſpread it before 
the Lord, whether for ſpiricual grace, inward comfort, 
or outward ſupply, as thus : Lord, I find a promiſe ig 
ſuch a place, to a perſon in my very caſe, pat and per- 
tinent to my very condition,as if it had been calculated 
purpoſely for mein this juncture 3; now Lord, makeitF 
g00d to my Soul. and Seed ; thou haſt made it good toÞ.. 
others in my ſtate, and why not to me ? Am not I ait 
heir of promife? And muſt not | have a ſhare 
therein? | 

5. Facob lays himſelf under the ſenſe of his own un- 

worthineſs, ] am not worthy, laith he, of the leaſt of all, 
| thy mercies. This is the property and excellency of a 
? Saint, tanullifie himſelf, and omnifie God, asI may fo 
 fay: thus Abrabaninhis pleading calls himſelf du and | 
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2s, and the Centurion judged himſelf not worthy 
at Chriſt ſhould come under his roof. Thus then a- 
ſe thy felf. Lord, lam not worthy to enjoy any com- 
2" Mercy, not fir ro lifc up mine eyes to thee, leſs than 
eleaft of thy mercies: benold, I am vile, I am not-- 
aly deſtitute of merits, but full of demerics. Hell is - - 
y defert, I can challenge nothing as mine bart fin, and * 

e fruits thereof ; Lord,I condemn my ſelf, do not thou 
ondemn me, and caſt me from thee. 

6. He is affected with Gods faithfulneſs in the per- 
2rmance of his promiſes ; acknowledging the truth of 
od ſhewed ro his ſervant. Thereis mercy in Gods ma- 
ting a promiſe to Abraham, 24c.7.20. truth in making 
tg00d ro Facoh, Well then, with-Facob, thus plead : 
ord, ?tis true, there was nothing of deſert in me co 
ngage thee, either to make or keep thy gracious pro- 
ite, but ſare, the word is gone from thee, yea and 
notwithſtanding allmy treachery and unfaithfulnefs thoa 
if aſt kept it 'to- this day : Oh keep it ſtill, ' it depends 
*" Fvholly on thee; let-not my vanity alter the courſe of 
þ $'y mercy, but pardon and accept as thou haſt done 
” from my efeypr untill now. | 

7. 7acob further recounts his form2r meanneſs, his 
ow condition : With my ſtaff Fpafſed over this Fordan, 
came hither ina poor contemptible manner, a forry 
Pilgrim : Thus do you plead, Fruth itis, Lord, thy 
Trace is abſolutely free, there was neither wit nor 
Frealth to move thee ta do what thou haft done ; I can 
emember the time when I was as forry and filly a crea- 
ire, as was inal] the Countrey 3 there was no capaci-. 
y in me to do thee any remarkable ſervice, thou didft 
"ot fet thy love upon me for any natural or moral ac- 
ompliſhments, even ſo Father becaufe it pleaſed thee: 
' and wilt thou now forſake me ? Thon mighteſt have 

done that at eaſier rates. Abc 

8. . Here's Facob's Stone of memorial for by-paſt and 
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preſent mercies, Now,ſaich he, ambecemetwo bands;.t 
two great companiesof wiveg,children, ſervants,fliscks 
herds ; I may lay, Theſe, where had they been-?-Ti 
ſtrange to ſee. poor worm F&cob chusrich,oh che bouy. 
of God ! So do thon fayg:;bord take notice. what þo 
haſt done for me,muſt all;this|be in :vain ? Wilt thou 
throw away theſe good thipgs ? ?,; Wilt thou not -rathe 
crgwn thele gifts with coritinuance. of -thy kindneſs? 
Wilt thou rerurn to do:me hurt, afterchou haſt done me 
all this g00d? Poſtthou not remember my. convidtions, 
conſolations; my fears, tEArs. , doubtings, refreſhments? 
Oh the paſſages | of love bet'#ixt thee and me! Shak. Lbe 
the Sraye of thele mercies.? Lord forget me not.; ,. - 
9. Here's his ſence of approaching danger, Dalzverme, 
F| ether Hal the, hand of my brother—for 1 fear lim, 
Vc... A Brother offended i is harder. $0, be won:than 2 
ſtrovg Cary. Facabadanger was a{pur to his: Prayer, 
A purjued Jart runs faſt for ſhelter ;.1o do: -thou,:'Sanl, 
when.alraid ; fly tothe Lord, and ay, Oh:my. Gad, | 
have deadly enemies, ithin, withour.z my, cate:1s far: 
lorn,; deiperate;; I have noe tg run to; Hut chy-Jelf.y 
Haſt notthou {aid that 5 thee the fatherleſs find mercy? 
Other refuge fails me,no man cares for my 1oul : Lord 
relieve, deliver this figful wretch, elſe] go. down into 
the | 
; a RE: Quce more, "Jah Facob plead the promiſe.and 
inlarge the granted Charter : Tho ſaidſt, 1 will ſurely do 
thee FR aid make thy ſeed'as the ſand of the Sea; Thus 
do you; ſtill ieek out,ſfuck {weetneſs-from, and putin 
ſuir the promiles by earneſt prayer: In this manper ;| 
- Lord, haſtthounot: promiſed an heart of fleſh, a bro! f 
| ken heart ; ? Why. then.is my. heart naxdened f; ramthy 
fear ?- Doſt nor thou ſay, thou wilr;give thy holy, Spirit 
tothemthat ask it.2- This Lord, 1 want; to.be 4 {piti 
of truth and illumination, a {pirit.of prayer and {uppli- 
on; a ſpirir of grace and {anRification, and ' of fa- 
_ Hala( Hons l 
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tisfaction ; Oh beſtow this mercy upon me : Doſt thou 
not promiſe to take away my iniquities by pardoning 
Grace for thine own Name ſake? And to ſubdue my cor- 
ruption,and increaſe grace,and bring me to glory?Lord, 
remember thy word unto thy ſervant, in which thou 
haſt cauſed me to truſt : 

Thus much, for helps in pleading with God,and for 
that Uſe of Inſtruction. | 


——_ 


—_— 


CHAE. vin 
48 Vſe of Exhortation, urged: 


—_— -—— 


BECTE 
HE laſt Uſe is for Exhortation,to put us orito the 
performance of this ſweet duty of Cloſet-Prayer : 
My beloved friends, I beicech you ſuffer the word of _ 


# Exhortation : you ſee the work before you, you lee a 


plain Scripture-warrant for it, you have heard many 
Inſtances of Scripture-patterns, you ſee the manner of 
the performance ; letnone now plead ignorance,orlook 
upon it as needleſs, or make excuſes or evaſions. Is it 
not equal and reaſonable ? Is it not worth the while ts 
converſe wich your God in a Corner ? Look over the 
reaſons of the Dodttrine, and ſee if there be not'fome 
weight in them: _ 2-5. RR $$. 
But, beſides thoſe, I ſhall propound to youtheſe ex- 
poſtulatory Motives. SE 
_ .. Would you notbe ſuch as make conſcience of eve- 
ry commanded duty? You are no real Saints,unlefs you 
have reſpect to all Gods Commandments, P/al. 119.6. 


If you pick and chuſe in your obedience, youarehollow= 
hearted hypocrites: And can'you'deny chisro be'a 
1; ; Web is Es | - So ICE 7. Wy F; 
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ty ? and will you ſtand dodping with God ? Muſt he 
raze this Sentence out of the Bible, to humour your con- 
ceirs and ſloth ? Is not Cloſet-Prayer a Chriſtian-dury ? 
Dare you argue againſt it ? Our of what Topicks will 
you ferch your Arguments ? And do you acknowledge 
it to be a duty, and will not praftife ir? Your own 
mouths will condemir you: What riceds any more Wit- 
nefles ? But if you be real Saims, I dare fay,you do ap- 
prove of it ; and practiſe it ſometimes; and why are 
you not conſtant in your obedience ? Is it not the pro- 
perty of a Saint to do righteouſneſs at all times ? Pal. 
106. 3. Oh conſider this, and do not either neglect a 
command or omit this known duty. 

2. Would you not have the _ of grace cleared up 
in your ſouls? Surely, there's no. Chriſtian bat would 
arrive at Aſſurance ; and this is one way to evidence fin- 
cerity, being much with __ _ duty ; As he 

I... gorfeves truly that orieves without 
= gg qus ſ- x Olitiefs; ſo "hoe ons actings 
©... are moſtevidentialof grace that are 
leaſt obvious to the view of men ; and whereby a Chri- 
ſian approves his heart, only ro the heart-ſearching 
hes. a od God: Here's the true 1ſraclire that 
9099 © -* ah, with Facob, converſe with God 
alone, and ſeek&shispraiſe,not of men, but of God :' Ob- 
ſerve it, a Chriſtian ordinarily hath nor that comfort in 
a duty. expoſed to sthers view, which he hath in that heſ]* 
performs betwixt God atid his own Soul: For, there's]© 
_ maſt danger of ſelfiſhneſs in the former, and more me g 
denial in the ſatter : The wind of applauſe ma Bow f 

men far.in a creditable performance, but huthility andſ'® 

HA ; ry is moſt evidentin ſecret appeals ro'God't Con- 

3x 


5 Chriltians, you run to Sertnons, Mitiftets 
dd Books, and take rtach pains ro'try your ftate'byſſ! 
marks and fins, make tryal of this more compendivin 
to clear your ſtate; be much with God in CloJ* 
"FRE Ee Sa. . 2, WAN 
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3. Would you not be found in; the praftice of the 
n. power of godline(s ? Oh chen fall cloſe to Cloſet-Pray- | 
y2 Wer: Alas,firs, hearing Sermons, reading Scriptures, diſ= . * 
il} © courſing religiouſly,praying inthe family, may bedone 
ge only for faſhion ſake, and the perſon that doth them, 
vn {may have no more than the form of godlineſs: Miſtake 
it. (ine nor, I do nor condemn the practice of theſe, nor 
> [them that dothem, as Formalifts for that : God forbid, 
re (they are Scripture duties, but the outward part of theſe 
o- [may be done without the power of godlineſs, but to 
4], (ſtruggle with a man's own heart, to wreſtle with God 
+ a in a Corner, to meditate and give up a mans ſelf to theſe 
duties,as in the preſence of God; oh, this ſhews ſome- 
ap {bing of the power of grace, and life of holineſs, This 
1d ſis heart-work, and thar's hard work, coſtly duties, ſpi- 
1. ritual exerciſes, which is more than to offer God thou- 
hefſ{ands of Rams, or a firſt-born Son : David would nor 
ut | offer that to God that coſt him nothing ; and ſhall we 
gs be content with the ordinary duties which may be con- 
ref fiſtent with an eafie plodding formality? 5 
ri-l 4 Would you not haveyour hearts eaſed under-preſ- 
ng ling burdens? Are you in love with your forrows ? 
2rd would you not be rid of them ? Behold, 1] ſhewunto.you 
5d an excellent way to get eaſe, which isa recourſe to God 
bin ſecret Prayer ! 1 have heard ſome precious Chriſtians 
iy, that when any thing hath lyen upon their hearts, 
keff ready to overwhelm them, they have run to God' ina 
«x; corner, and there have leſt their -load, and thence have 
IE. gone, with good #2rzah, and have been no. more'fad : 
wand experience tells us, that when any preſſing afflicti- 
on liesupon us, if we can unboſom our ſelves to an 1nti- 
mate friend, though not a word of counſel or comfort 
& [paſs from him; yer that opening of our hearts: doth 
videale,as vomiting doth an opprefied ftomach. Andhence 
ref daith Fob, will fprak that 1 may be refreſhed : {And 
o4 Kripture backs this, in 6 WY I a 
&# 2 | . Off © 
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but in every thing make your requeſts known to God, 2nd 
unload your cares and fears into the boſom of God: but 
_ . how? Why,by Prayer.and Supplication in Thanksgi ving: 
. lay your load on God by Prayer, and he will hear ir. 
5. Would you not obtain boldneſs in acceſs to God, 
and familiarity with him ? Oh, go often to God in Clo: 
flet-Prayer. Princes take more ſtate upon them when 
converſing-with their favourites before others,but when 
noneare prelent,they open their hearts more famtliarly 
tothem. I know Abraham, faith God, he and I are well 
acquainted, he is my Friend, he viſits me often, and} 
ſhall I hide any thing from Abraham ? I'll take him to a 
fide, and tell him my whole heart ; ſo will God to you; 
he will communicate much to you, and you may ſay 
any thing to him, :you are not ſtrangers to him, but} 
may come into his preſence boldly, and he will make} 
you welcom, H:b.4.16. On thecontrary, what a dread 
ful thing will it be to have ſtrange thoughts of God in 
duty,or at death ? ſtrangeneſs betwixt God and a ſoul 
is a fad uncomfortable thing : Wicked men are total 
ſtrangers to God :. gracious ſouls little tmployed in 1e- 
cret prayer, are little acquainted with God, and wor- 
ſhip afar oft; but fincere ſouls converfing much with 
God in ſecret, attain to abundance of intimacy with 
the'Lord : and is not that a mercy worth a World ? 
... 6: Would you not have the fins of others to bring 
wrath and judgment on the place ? Oh then, let your 
_ foals weepand. pray in ſecret places, as Feremah did, 
Chapt 3-17. This 1s thelaſt and ſafeſt way to be deli- 
vered from the guilt of open crying ſins in the Land, 
even a mourning for them in prayer before the Lord : 
thas did Lot, and David, Paul,and all Saints: Yea o- 
fes's lolitary prayer interpoſed betwixt flaming wrath, 
and:offending 1ſrael : thus did he ſtand in the gap, and 
you may-make an attenement for the Nation : a gift 1n 
Jecret may pacifie that wrath that's already broken out 
| BLOT _ againſt 


againſt us. Wicked men fin in ſecret, let us mourn in 
ſecret ; ,yea they fin openly, ler us 

lament privately. The truth is, ſe-. 
cret ſins may undo a Nation,except the cry of the Saints 
ſecret prayers be louder than the cry of wicked mens ſe- 
cretſins: Oh fall to it. Ariſe, cry out in the' night, in 


2 Kings I7. 9. 


the beginning of the watches pour out thine heart like wa-. 


ter before the face of the Lord — Lam. 2, 19. # 
7. Would you not have your own ſecret fins ſet in the 


light of God's countenance ? Pal. go. 8. then repent - 


and pray alone, humble your ſouls in ſecret for your fe- 
cret fins. Are you not conſcious to your ſelves of much 
ſecret guilt ? And doth not God expect that you ſhould 
ſer your ſelves to mourn over them, and cry to God for 
pardoning grace in ſecret ? Do you 


not know that God will bring every Eccl. 12, 13. 


-K {ecret thing to light in the great day of accounts ? Nay, 


God may puniſh you openly, as he 

did Devid for his ſecret fin. Well * 99 13+ 12: 
then, anticipate that ſad ſevere judgment, by judging 
your ſelves, and deprecating his righteous judgment : I 


may fay to thee,Soul,as Solomon belpeaks Shime;, Thou 


knowelt all the wickedneſs which thy heart 1s privy to : 
and where are thy prayers, and tears, and groanings in 
ſecret ? Oh, firs, if others ſins draw you not to ſecret 
Prayer,let your own, which may afford matter of abun- 
dant grief in your Cloſets and retirement. 


8. Would you not prevent and circumvent wicked . - 


mens ſecret plots? Be urc then, you undermine them 
by ſecret Prayer. Wicked men lye in wait ſecretly as a 
Lyon in his den, to catch the poor and | 
murder the innocent, Pſal. 10. 8, g. 
And now what courſe is to be taken for pteventing 
theſe horrid deſigns. ? Alas, we have no other remedy, 


Pal. 64: 1, 2; 46 4 


but the ancient:Chriſtians weapons, Prayers and Tears; 


theſe may break their nets, and blunt their weapons ; 
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good Feremiah knew not that they had deviſed de-fj ' 
vices againſt him, but he reveals his cauſe to Godinſ 
prayer, and then God ſhews him their doings, and}- 
prevents their atempts, Jer. 11. 18, 19, 20. Saints 
Cloſet-prayers may break wicked mens Cloſet-plots: I 
Fall cloſe then to this great duty. | | 
- 9. Would younot be condemned by the Heathens 
- Chamber-Idolatry ? Oh then, do you perform Cham- 
ber and Cloſet-Duties : They had their [| Divos peretra- 
tes,or PenatesJtheir Houſhould- gods, andCloſet-images, fl 
they had their [ operranea,and tenebroſa ſacra] their co- 
 vered,vailed,and myfterious exerciſes in ſecret places ; 
And the ZFews borrowed ſeveral myſtical rites of the 
Heathens ; hence we read in Ezek. $8. 12. of Chambers 
of Imagery, as the Papiſts at this day have their Cruci- 
fixes, their petty-Chamber, Cloſet-deities, where they 
drop their Beads, and do homage to their Idols : and 
ſhall theſe in their blind ſuperſtition.condemn our irre- 
 ligion ? Shall it be faid-ofa devour Philoſopher, that in 
ſo many years he {poke more with the gods than with 
'men? And ſhall ir be ſaid of any of us, that God (even 
the true God) is not in all our thoughts ? or ſo little itt 
onr lips; at leaſt. in ſecret folemn addrefles to kim ? Let 
not poor ignorant Paprſffs out-ſtrip us in Devotion : 
Since there 1s {ach vaſt difference. NE; 

- 10. Would you not be ſuitable to Gods diſpenſati- 

ons? When the Lord our God puts us to ſilence, and 

_ Into ſolitary places,he expects that we ſhould viſit him 
there : Cart.2.14. Oh my Dove that art in the clefts of 
the rock., in the ſecret place of the ftairs, 1.e. in an af- 
flicted perſecuted and deſolate condition, Let 216 ſee thy 
contttenance, let me hear thy voice, 1.'e. in the duties of 
Prayer. praiſe, and Golpel-Ordinances: For then mas her 
voice ſweer, and countenance comtly ; When they ate caſt 
| out, then doth God expect and entertain them : And 
| thisadyantage have Gods ghildretlia& by privacy, into 


att $% 


de- which they were caſt, as we heard before of Fer:imiah, 
d inf} Chap. 15. 15. Sothe afflicted Church, Lam. 3. 28,29. 
ant]. When ſhe fitteth alone in ſolitarineſs, then ſhe putteth 
intsf| her mouth in the duſt, in faſting and prayer ;. and ſo a 
Dts: particular perſon, as there : Now a man is ar leiſure for 
| it: While perſons have their full imployment or enjoy- 
ens} ments,they are too buſie ; but when perfonsare taken 
im-f off other wayes, 'tis time to retire themſelves and re- 
ra-f| treat to God : The leſs comfort perſons find in publick 
es, 0 Ordinances, the more ferious muſt they be in Cloſer- 
co- | performances ; that the loſs may be ſupplied lome way. 
- 3 = 
he 
_ SECT. I. . 
Cl- Several Objeftions, anſwered. 
J' | : 
ad Fx ſtrange if our carnal hearts and cavilling ſpirits 
e- have not ſomething to ſay againſt this difficult du- 
inf ty: I ſhall therefore mention what Objections, I can 
hf foreſee may be made, and briefly anſwer them. 
n 1. Obj. Wepray in our families, and isnot that e- 
nfl nough ? What needs all this ado ? ' | 
t Anſw, 1. This Obje&tion cannot, be made by all : 
: ſome have no families to pray with, but if thou doſt 
pray in thy family, 'tis well; there's many gracelels 
-=F Heads and prayerleſs houſes : Of which it may be ſaid, 
if Che fear of God is not in this place : Oh the wrath 
1 that ſhall be poured out on ſuch Families : But ſuppole 
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thou doſt, Family prayer is one thing, and Cloſet-pray- 
eris another : and let me tell thee, God never made 
one duty to fuperfede another-; you muſt not juſtle out 
one work, becauſe you are bound to perform another. 
Every thing is beautiful in its place and ſeaſon. Gods 

Commandments are exceeding broad, and take in a, 
great compaſs of duties. You muſt worſhipGod-in your 

. Houſes; thatexempts you not from worſhipping God | 
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in your Cloſets, -no more than in the publick Aſſem- 
blies : There's equal commands for all, neceſſity of all ; 


neglect any at your peril: Beſides, I told you, a Child 


\ of: God hath aſecret errand to his Father, that it ts-not 
fir his family ſhould know of ; and upon this account 
God hath appointed Cloſet-Prayer, as tendering the 
credit of his people, that they might not diſcover their 
ſpirftyal nakednelſs tg any but to that God who knows 

- their ſecrers, and will keep their coanſel : And I muſt 
tell thee, Soul, thou art very little ſenſible of thy ſpiri- 
tual ſtate or. wants, if thou have nothing to ſay to God 
that thou wouldſt not have others to hear. 

2. Obj. But Iam a poor man, and buſie in my cal- 
ling, and cannot take ſo much time in Cloſet-Prayer, I 
have other occaſions. | | 

Anſw. Friend, haſt thou any greater buſinefs than 
the affairs of chy ſoul ; let thy calling ſtand Kill rather 
than thy ſoul ſhould be damned : Curſed be thoſe pc- 


caſions that eat out Religion : But conſider, you may - 


follow both callings, if you be obſervant; our gene- 
_ yal and papticylar callings muſt not interfere. Clean 
' creatures divided the hoof, conſiderate Chriſtians are 
_ Juch as rightly proportion works to their particular 
ſeaſons. A chiefpart of David's Arithmetick of num- 
bring daies, was in that which we call Diviſion, to caft 
the account of this our ſhoxr life, ſo as to divide the lit- 
tle total ſum thereof into the ſeveral portions of time 
due for performing every duty in : The hard-maid 
may not thruſt out the Miſtreſs ; nor the Shop have all 
and Chamber none of our time: You are flat A4- 
| | cheiſfts, if you think Praying. will 


Won: petate * preutic hinder your work : No, no, itble(- 


"If 


.freſcunt.. Mant. 


.Canft thou not get time for eating, ſleeping, ? Yea,doſt 


I | ſeth and expediteth temporal af- . 
p fairs, We uſeto ſay, Meatand Mattins hinder no work. 


ot ſpend as much time in idlenels, and vain dif-- . 
YLs; CHE 3A eto _courle, | 
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tourſe, aswould be required every day for this duty ? 
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- I If thou hadſt an honeſt heart,thou wouldſt redeemrtime 
i from thy meat, or ſleep,or recreations, for Prayer, ra- 


ther chan neglect a duty,or damn thy foul ; The truth 
is, we complain we want time, but we waſte time : 
There's not the pooreſt Labourer, but he miſ-ſpends 
more time than Prayer-time comes to: And why ſhould - 
any water be left off, when there's little enough in the 


| channel to turn the Mill for, or towards our God ?. 


3. Obj. But I am a Servant, and muſt obey my Ma- 
ſter ; Iam kept too hardly at work, to get time for ſe- 
cret Prayer ; I am called to work betimes, dogged to 
it all the day. | | | 

Anſw. Though you be ſervants to do mens work, 
yet not ſlaves to their luſts : in that reſpect you muſt 
not be the Servants pf Men ; if you be Servants, you 
are the Lords Free-men, if free, yet you are Chriſts ſer- 
vants, 1 Cor. 7. 22, 23. Remember, you havea Maſter, 


| in Heaven; no mortal crearure can diſcharge you 


from your attendance on God : You myſt do Gods 


work as well as your Mafters, and your 


Maſters work for God's fake. Oh firs, Eph. 6. 6, 7. 
do not negleq your duty to God, to 

pleaſure men. Can your Superiour anſwer for your 
neglect ? Or interpoſe betwixt flaming wrath and your 
finning ſouls ? Bur I am afraid, ſome lay the blame on 
Maſters, when the fault is in themſelves : Deceive not 
thy {elf by accuſing others to clear thy ſelf ; this was 


Adam's fault : Think not that anothers rigour can ex- _ 5 


cuſe thy negle&: Let me tell you, there's never a ſer- 
vant ſo ſtrictly watch'd, but might ſteal ſome time 
from his. Mafter for his God; and yet do him no. 
wrong: Only ſee that you be prudent in chuſing ſach 
ſeaſons as way not juſtly provoke your Maſter or pre- 
judice his occaſions : -And be often in your callings lift- 
ing-up your hearts to God ; be content with your con- 
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dition : had you more liberty, it may be your-hearts 
would not be in fo good a frame: But let me beſpeak 
Maſters indulgence to poor and pious Servants; oh hin- 
der them not in any good work, rather put them up- 
on it, encourage them in ir, bleſs God that you have 
praying ſervants, this is a hopeful prefage of good ſuc- 
ceſs : Letnot your ſervants fare the worſe, but che bet- 
ter, for being God's ſervants. | 

4. Obj. But I have no Cloſet to pray in, no conve- 
nient room for ſecret Prayer ; I have a little houſe, a 
buſie full family, and cannot retire my ſelf. 

Anſw. A good Heart will find room, either within 
doors, or without ; a gracious ſoul. will ſeek out pla- 
ces to pray in; any ſorry cote will be a Bethel, where 
it can enjoy its. God : or, if he cannot get to it under 
the roof, he will (with good Iſaac) walk out into the 
Fields to meditate, and to pray : Could Heathens and 
Idolatrous Jews plant Groves for their Superſtition, in 
an Apitſh imitation of Abraham's practice ? And cannot 
a Bird of Paradiſe take its flight out of ſome Wood or 
Arbour into Heaven ? But, moſt, need not make this 
filly fight excuſe; they have good roofs to be in, and 
need not worſhip God [” ſub D:o 7} in the open air : 
few of us but we have convenient rooms, but moſt of 
us wat: affectionate hearts to vifit God therein : Bur, 
Chriſtians, make good uſe of your Houſes to ſerve 
God therein, elle they may juſtly ſpew you out, and 
leave you harbourleſs ; and then, what a dreadful ting 
and guilt will follow you whither-ſoever you'go ? Oh 
conſider London's flames and ruines ; your houſes are 
no better built, nor more ſecured from the like Cata- 
ftrophe : do not weaken their foundations by wilfal ' 
neglects, or ſcandalous fins. © 

_ 5. 0bj. But 1know fome good Chriſtians thatneyer 
uſe it, yea, that maintain it jn their judgments that it 
1s not neceſlary, except in {ome extraordinary caſes 5 


4 
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.meetings, and what not 5 But they can produce no fo- 


trary to plain Scripture precepts, and preſidents, Ma- 
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I Axrfw. 1 never yet met with ſuch perſons that had 
the face of Religion, that ever ſpoke againſt the or- 
dinary praQice of this duty of Cloſer-Prayer. I con- 
fels, | have met with ſome, who being urged to Fa- 
mily-Prayer, have put it off with this evaſion, that they 
would pray in their Clofets, ( how well, the God of 
Heaven knows,) But if any proteffors judgement be 
ſo far bribed to plead for the fleſh in this neglect, the 
Lord rebuke them, and forgive them, they know not 
what they ſay. This 18 a lamentation, that there's ſcarce 
any truth ſo ſacred, or duty fo ſpiritual, bur it hath 
been contradicted in theſe licentions daies: Some have 
pleaded againſt Family-Prayer, Carechifing, Chriſtian- | 


lid arguments : do not you follow their example con- 


ny were produced for confirmation,moſt whereof were 
not only in extraordinary caſes, but were an ordinary 
praftice : And can you find the day that affords nor 
ſome ſpecial matter to occaſion you to make addreſſes 
to God in ſecret Prayer ? If you be ſenſible and ob- 
ſervant, ſurely you will ſee great need for ſuchretire- 
ments in ordinary practice. Remember this, that you 
follow no man, but as he follows Chriſt : but I am ſure 
our precious Saviour uſed this practice. | 


\ 
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SECT. Ill, 
More Objettions, anſwered. 
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6.0bj. B UT I find not my heart affected or pre- 
Ky pared; Is it not a tempting of God, to 
£0 when the Spirit doth not move me? 
. I A=ſw. "Tis a dangerous miſtake to think you may 
not. go to duty;but when the Spiric moves you : Forit + 4 
may belong before it ſtir; the Spirit bloweth where, _ 2 


s x 
PE” 


ron 1 1 
PLL. " 


F oaIE -  Clofet-P2ayerx, 

* .. - and whenitliſteth: You are therefore to lay your ſelves 
inthe way of the Spirit, callin its aid, which ordinarily || t 
comes when ſouls do their duty.: Holy performances || t 
are (as it were) the walk of the Spirit, the air where he 
breaths : and be ſure he is moit likely to be found in 
his own way,and walk ; but you cannot expect? him in 
the neglec of plain duty : Try this way, put God tor, 

plead his promiſe, you cannot think to be warm,if you 

'——run from thefire : If you have not an appetite to pray, 
you mult pray for an appetite; for negle&, or omil- 
ſion of a duty, never fits, but alwaies unfits for a duty : 

If you'll heed your trifling ſpirits, and accept every ex- 
cuſe which they make, you ſhall never pray : If you 
play the truant one time, you'll have leſs mind to go to 
God the next time; guilt makes you afraid, and you ' 
.darenot come near that God whom you have wrong- 
. ed; as Adam run from God, and Peter would thruſt 
Chriſt from him, when conſcious of guilt. How dare 
; ou look God in the face, whom \you have lighted ? 
-— | Beſides, you'll find that neglect of duty, doth nor make 
-— the nextperformance more eafie, but more difficult. It 
will (as one faith) require more time and pains for you 
ro tune your Inſtrument, than for another to play his 
leſſon: And is it not more likely God ſhould come to 
you in pains-taking, than total omiſſion ? Do you not 
\ . read in the Pſalms, how often David begun faintly,and 
+ ended triumphantly ? Try the Lord, and fee if he be 
- not better than you, expe | | 
- 7. 0hj. I, but (faith a poor ſoul) I meet with temp- 
tations when I go to God in ſecret ; Satan aſſaults me, 
 _Iamtimorous, and dare not be alone, or in the dark,,...l 
-  - but am affrighced. =” 302" 
'- © Anſw. 'Tisa ſfigntheduty is go0g, becauſe fo bad: 


2 ſpirit oppoſeth ir: the more Satan ſee duty is for the 
fouls advantage, the more diligent has to hinder the 
_ performance 3 but muſt Satan be grated rather than - | 
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_ T3 
God glorified,ot thy {ouledified ? Wilt thou give way 
to him ? Reſiſt the Devil, and he will flee from thee : 
think not thou canſt perform a fleſh-diſpleaſing duty, 
when Satan is quiet, and doth not moleſt; he will be 
buſie to tempt when thou art going to thy God; this is 
no new thing, he will jog thy hand when thou art wri- 
ting thy letrer to thy Friend in heaven: think not to be 
more exempted than even thy Saviour himſelf, he was 
fſetnpon by the Devil in his ſolitary receſſes in the wit. 
derneſs! and, oh the horrible nature of thoſe temprta- 
tions! Mat.q. When Foſhua the High-prieſt prayed, Sa- 
tan ſtood at his right hand to reſiſt him, but the iſſue was - 
good, God rebuk'd him, Zech. 3.1, 2. And thus he will 
do for thee, he will tread Satan under thy feer, and 
 makethee a conqueror;- only when thou art annoyed . 
with this foul ſpirit, turn to thy God, leave not thy 
work, let not Satan take thee off duty ; then he hath at- 
tained his end : fall cloſer to the work ; conſider, faſting 
and prayer caſt out the devil; watch- - 
ing and prayer are preverſatives from Eph, Page + 
infection, yea, Prayer it ſelf is a chief al 
piece of a Chriſtians Armour : if you. be beat off this, 
you are ronted ; this ingageth God for-you :. without 
this, you are but like other men,and the Phil:/t;ns will 
put out your eyes, lead you captive, and make ſportof - 
you: ſtick cloſe to-this whatever you do; though all =? 
the devils in hell roar upon you, yet run to ygur God | 
in Prayer,they are ſluggards,or Comrards,charoeNGve 
a Lion inthe way, when they are called out to hard ſer- 
| vice, or difficult duty ; nay, rather fay as he once in an 
JE arduous andertaking, Here's a work fit for the ſpiritof 
*F an Alexander ; ſo, here's a duty that becomes a Chri- 
| ſtian to' manage : By your God you may run through a 
| Froop, and leap over a Wall. Bur more of that anon. 5 
-8. Obj. But I get no good by Cloſet-Prayer, I have _ *3 
, Uſed it ſo Jonp,and ſtill my heart is as cold, hard, dead, _ 
| a5 ever; I will give over now. _ RT | 
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ſay; It « in vain to ſerve God? Mal.3.14. And are you 


like thoſe Atheiſts, that think Prayer is to no purpaſe'? 
- TI hopenot:. You think it doth good to ſome, but not 
t to you. Well, whar's the reaſon? Is ic not becauſe you 


do not pray, aright.? Therefore {earch your ſelves, lee 
how you prayed, mourn over your defects, and mend 
the matter: It's cruezone who ſees the Well dry,breaks, 
or throws away his Pitcher ; but, Is God a barren wil- 
derneſs ? Is ir not good for you to draw near to God ? 
Were they ever aſhamed that waited anhim ? Haſt-not 
thou ſometimes found benefit by ſecret Prayer ? God 


is good to the ſoul that ſeeks him : try again, you will 


not loſe your labour; be not weary of well doing, in 
due time you ſhall reap, if you faint not ; let not your 
hands haug down,let not your knees grow feeble ; the 
Text tells you,your Father that ſees in ſecret will reward 
_ you openly, and dare you not truſt him beyond ſenſe and 
_ Experience ? There may be more advantage by this du- 
ty,.than you are aware of, you ſhall not yet know the 
profit you have by ſecret Prayer, you muſt keep on 1n a 
patient continuance 19. well-doing, and not'give over 
till you receivea full reward; but oh take heed of giving 
over prayer, becauſe youthink you want preſent profit : 
You cannot do Satan greater {ervice,or your ſouls more 
prejudice : But more of this anon. 1) .: col 

9.0bj. But Iam weak in parts, and know not what 


to ſay ; Fain I would, but alas I cannot open my wants 


to God in Prayer, I want gifts, abilities. 


2 Arnſw. 1 am glad to hear thee thus complain : thou. 


att ficter for praying, when thou canſt lie under the 


ſenſe ofthy inability to-pray,, that's an uſeful diſpoſiri- 


on in duty : But thou ſaift thou canſt- not pray, then 
I'll tell thee» what to do ; go thy waies alone, and fall 


+ downupon thy knees, and plainly tell the Lord thou 
©  canſtnotpray,andintreat him to help thee by ws” 
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Anſw. 1s not this too like the language of thoſe thar 
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© A Chrifiianduty, © ing 
zd Spirit, which he hath promiſed to them that ak ics * © Þ 
tell the Lord, that thou canſt not think a: good thought, * | 
or ſpeak a good word without that bleſled Spirir,. bur | 


+. 57. 


t Fit ſball help thine infirmities, and teach thee what to 

u Fay: oh beg hard for that holy Spirit; and then,ler fome 4 | 
e means be aſed to get matter of Prayer :. you know ite 
d fconfifts of confeſſion of lin, petition for good things,de- F 
3, Eprecation of evil, and thankſgiving for mercies: Well _ 
- Fthen, fit down, and think with thy (elf, whart fins thou 'Þ 


art Suilty of; original, or actual; of omiſſion, or com-- 
milfion ; this is r60 too fruitful a ſubject : rake them 
home, tell God of them,by ingenious confeſſion : Then 
bethink thy felf what thou wanteſt ar the hands of 
God,as Pardon, Grace, Peace, Heaven,and beps theſe ; 
conſider alſo what thou art afraid of, as guilt, firength, 
effects of ſin, Gods wrath, Satans malice ; and defire the 
Lord to prevent, and remove theſe, for Chriſt's fake: 
And laſtly, recollect what mercies thou haſt had from. 
God;-and reckon them up to God, with expreſſions of 
thankfulneſs : Do this with plainnels, and ſeriouſneſs ; 
heed' not fo much for exact method, or fine phraſes: 
the pilt of the Key makes it not open the door a jor 
the better 3 anda Prayer doth not work upon' Go 
the rather becauſe of the neat. language therein, bur 
unboſome thy feff plainly,and ſeriouſly defore thy God, 

- and thou ſhalr find preſent afſiftance and acceptance, 
I and future falargementand incouragement : Be honeſt, 

; | though never ſo.homely in Prayer... EE, 

- 16, Obj. But Tike not this ſtir, it's an hard and dif- 
 jf ficult work, 1 woot ratherdo any thing than this, my 
| fpiritis wonderful averſeto it; ſay what youwilLit will 
"| not down with me, to make all this ado in Cloſet- 
| Prayers *t's pretty fair if I:can treep up fach duties as 
| | Chirch and Family require. '- 5G | 
_  Anſw. Thisis the plenting-of fleſh and blood, thisss 3 
the botromof theformer ObjeFiions, teepethedabinnl _— 
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- along: if the tongue ſpeak not thus, the heart dot: let 
aduty bepreſſed never ſo home, acarnal heart will mak 
fome evaſions ; though the mouth be ſtopped, yet a c1 
villing heart will have ſomething to ſay againſt a fſpiri 
tual duty : And if it carinot be'mad with reaſon, it grow; 

, mad without reaſon,and againſt Scripture : 'Tis eaſter te 
bring arguments to convince the: judgment, than to 
draw the will and affteCtions toathrough obedience : Butf | 
foul, wilt thon plead for Baa!/? Wilt thou take the de- 
vils part, and yield to carnal reaſon? or wilt thou baulk 
any divine commands to gratifie a lazie hamour, or a 
baſe luſt 7. God forbid; methinks, if theu canſt not obey 
as thou ought*ſt, yer thou ſhould'ſt take God's part, and 

plead for obedience: Paul doth fo, Rom.7.15,16. Though|| « 

3 he ſaith, What I would, that do ] not; but what I hate, 

- * thatdo I — (yetlaith he ) 7 conſent to the Law that it 4 

good: 3. te. I take part with God, and joyn with Gods 
will againſt my corruptand carnal affections, that would 
draw my neck from under this heavenly yoke : And if 
you have not ſomething within you that takes part with 
Gods revealed will, you are not of Gad :, But a princi-|| 
ple of grace doth facilitate and make eaſte the hardeſt 
duties, becauſe there is a likeneſs berwixt holy hearts 
and holy performances: Love makes every thing eaſe; {, 
bence it comes to pals that Chrifts yoke is eaſie, ar. fe 
17. 30. His'ways pleaſant, and his commandments p 
not grievous, 1 Fob. 5.3. If thy heart were right, 
'% duties would be ſweet ta. thy foul; 'tis no burden] þ, 
* to eat, drink, ſleep ; the aCts- of nature are. delightful | 

4 to perſons in a right temper, if they be not, natureis | q, 
oppreſt, and out of order : A child of God indaty, {off h; 
far as regenerated, is like a man. in his calling, or a crea- [to 

. tureinits proper Element: Beſides, wert thou. more'th 

accuſtomed to duty in ſecret, it would be more familjar ug 
to thee, and leſsgirkfom.: We ſee by experience, Uſe Im 
,. - makes heavy thipgs light, we hardly feel the weight of I. 
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fl our.cloaths,- becauſe ficted to us, and conſtantly carried 
kd. by us, when asthe ſame weight upon our ſhoulders 
awould trouble-us : Chriſtians, conſider, all Chriſtian 
duties are not of equal difficulty; yet withal obſerve 

it, Duties that are hardeft togo throuph, many times 

te Dung inthe ſweeteſt income : And lo is this ; the pro- 

toll fit of it will abundantly recompenſe for your pains in 

nf it : Be ſure when a duty is lined 'with difficulty, and 
le Your corrupt hearts draw back, and have moſt averſe- +; 
lf neſs to it, there is ſomething of God in that daty, and _ 1 
- of God aims you more than ordinary adyantage by it : 
zyl Therefore do not fay a word againft it,but ſtir up your 
ad ſelves, ſpur on your hearts, . ſhake off floth, and run ta: 
oh} God, whatever Satan, the World, or Fleſh ſay to the 
re, | contrary : Thus much for the Objections. 


w_* 
— - o & Pe bl — F 
EE OITHOGLEES F 2 


F Ka 
Is | 
1 2 CT. v: 


di X Some Caſes of Conſcience, briefly auſwered. 


t EW are yer four Caſes of conſcience I ſhall briefly 
propound and Antwer, | | 
tsh . 1. Caſe. Whether may not an hypocrite or graceleſs 
2; | ſoul perform this duty of Clofer-Prayer ; and what dif- 
ff ferenceis there berwijxt a real Saint and an unregenerate - 
57 perſon in this work? . 
oy 1 .4vf. Itis poſſible a carnal man may pray in ſecret, 
1 0 but with theſe differences : 1. Heis urged to it by the 
ul challenges of an accuſing conſcience, he is (as it were) 


is dogg'd tot, he dare not butdoit; but a Child of God: 
© | hath a: gracious princjple, inclining him to it, from lave 


j'9 God, and a defire to pleaſe and enjoy him: .Yer 
ellthr "ul k'the remainders of (corruption, there's mych "34 
It Junwi is m the beſt; fo thatifbmetimes a Saunt, 7% 


- malt even forcetimſelfto.the performahce. -. -- 4 
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|, makes heavy thipgs light, we hardly feel the weigh 
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x16  _ - *Cloſet-ÞPjayer _ 
- along: if the tongue ſpeak not thus, the heart dotlt: let 
adury be prefſed never fo home, acarnal heart will mak} 
fome evaſions ; though the mouth be ſtopped, yeta cf - 
villing heart will have ſomething to ſay againſt a fpiri 
tual duty : And if it carinot be'mad with reaſon,it grow 
, mad without reaſon,and againſt Scripture : 'Tiseafler tc 
bring arguments to convince the judgment, than to 
draw the will and affteQtions to athrough obedience : But 
foul, wilt thou plead for Baa/? Wilt thou take the de- 
vils part, and yield to carnal reaſon? or wilt thou baulk 
any divine commands to gratifie a lazie humour, or a 
baſe luſt ? God forbid; methinks, if theu canſt nat obey 
as thou ought*ſt, yer thou ſhould'ſt take God's part, and 
plead for bedience: Paul doth {o,Rom.7.15,16. Though 
z he ſaith, What I would, that do ] not, but what I hate, 
that do I — (yet ſaith he ) 7 conſent to the Law that it 
good: 4.e., I take part with God, and joyn with Gods 
will againſt my corrupt and carnal affections, that would 
draw my neck from under this heavenly yoke : And if 
you have not ſomething within you that takes part with 
Gods revealed will, you are not of Gad : But a princi- 
ple of grace doth facilitate and make eaſte the hardeſt 
duties, becauſe there is a likeneſs betwixt holy hearts 
and holy performances: Love makes every thing eaſe; 
bence it comes to pals that Chriſts yoke is eafie, Mar. 
17. 30. His'ways pleaſant, and his commandments 
not grievous, 1 Foh. 5.3. If thy heart were right, 
duties would be ſweet ta. thy foul; 'tis no burden 
to eat, drink, ſleep ; the acts of nature are. delightful 
to perſons in a right temper, if they be not, nature is 
oppreſt, and out of order : A child: of God in duty, fo 
far as regenerated, is like a man in his calling, or a crea- 
. tureimits proper Element + Belides, wert thou. mare' 
accuftomed to duty in ſecret, it would be more familjar 
to thee, and leſsirkfom: We ſee by experience, a ; 
cory. 
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our-cloaths,- becauſe fitted to us, and conſtantly carried = 
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would trouble-us : Chriſtians, conſider; all Chriſtian ' 
duties are not of equal difficulty; yet withal obſerve 
ir, Duties that are hardeft togo through, many times 
oung inthe ſweeteſt income ; And lo is this ; the pro- 
fit of it will abundantly recompenſe for your pains in 
it : Beſure when a duty is lined with difficulty, and 
your corrupt hearts draw back, and have moſt averſe- 
neſs to it, there is ſomething of God in that daty, and 
God aims you more than ordinaty adyantage by it : 
Therefore do not fay a word againſt it,but ſtir up your 
ſelves, ſpur on your hearts, . ſhake oft {loth, and run ta- 
God, whatever Satan, the World, or Fleſh ſay to the 
contrary : Thus much for the Objections. 
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SECT. V. 
| Some Caſes of Conſcience, briefly anſwered. 


os are yer four Caſes of conſcience I fhall briefly | 
propotnd and Antwer. | 
| 1. Cafe. Whether may not an hypocrite or graceleſs 
ſoul perform this duty of Cloſer-Prayer ; and what dif- 
ferenceis there berwjxt a real Saint and an unregenerate - 
perſon in this work ? | 
I .4»f. Itis poſſible a carnal man may pray in ſecret, 
but with theſe differences : 1. He is urged to ir by the 
challenges of an accuſing conſcience, he is (as it were) 
dogg'd to't, he dare not butdoit; . but a Child of God: - 
hath a =_—_ princjple, inclining him to it, from lave <= 
to God, and a defire to.pleale and enjoy him: . Yer 


awillinpacſs in the beſt; ſo thatsfbmetimes a Saint. 4 
moſt even forceaimſclfro the performahee. . - - 
An hypocrite will not thus pray alyays, Jab 2.7- , "a 
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t - 9,10. 'Tis but in ſome pang,or under ſome preſſing af: 
Riction 3 and when this good mood is over, he takes 
his leave of God, 'till whipr to him again by the like :; 


Bat a child of God is in ſome meaſure conſtant and dili-' 


gent in the duty, though he may have ſinful omiſſions 
and intermiſſions; yet never a total ceſſation fromduty. 


Grace works the heart God-ward, and the ſoul is not 


conteat without Him. 

3. An hypocritedoth not make conſcienceto get his 
heart up to God in the duty, he 1s content with the 
work done, words {aid; buta real Sainc hath moſt ado 

with his heart, ihat's the hardeſt piece of the work ; 
he dare not leave that behind him, and he hath mach a-' 
do to get it up. | | 

| 4. A carnal man keeps his round in formal duty, but 


© petsnothing ; heprays to little profit or purpoſe, and 


indeed doth not much ſtudy to gain a ſpiritual good : 
But a child of God is a great gainer, he gets at ſome 
times communion with God, communications from 
God: Oh what good doth his foul meet with ! Though 


_ © notalwaypy, yet at ſome times. 


2. Caſe. Whether may a Chriſtian bind himfelf to 
the performance of this duty of Clolet- Prayer at ſtated 
times? Or, ſuppoſe a Chriſtian miſs his times deſigned 
for that work., what muſt he thendo ? RE. 

' Anſ. To the former ; that in general thou mayſt and 
muſt {wear and vow that thou wilt keep Gods Com- 
- mandments, Pſal. 119. 106: ſodoth David. And in 
Scripture we are bid to make yows, and pay them to 
the Lord, P/al. 56. 11. Vowing our ſelves and all that 


we have to God, isnecefſary : Sequeſtring ſome part of 


our timeto his ſervice, is requiſite : Andin ſome cales 
for ſome perſons, it may be expedientto bind and task 


b-. oarſelvesby an-holy reſolution, to take ſo much tre 


atleaſt every day for Gods worſhip, /ca.at ſuch a time 
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And this may be a good help to keepinour treacherous 
hearts from delay or dallying : But to-.ingage our - 


felves to a-patticular hour ſo puncually, and unaltera-.. I 


bly, as not to take another, may not be fo ſafe; partly, 
becaufe'our times are inf Gods hands, and we know not 
wWhat-intervening Providence may fall in to prevent our 
performance, whereby conſcience may be intangled in 
a perplexing labyrinth; beſides, our outward accaſions, 
and the frame of our ſpirits, may diſcover a greater 
fitneſs at another-ſea(on : Yer, though | woald not have 
Chriſtians bring a ſnare upon their fouls by Vowing, yet 
Ehumbly conceive'that they may conſult conveniences 
and deſign ſome time for that work and purpole, God 
willing, to keep.agn hour of Prayer: And if they be 
hindred by a-journey, -or any unexpected unavoidable 
occaſions, they muſt mourn for it as their burden, re- 
double their diligence another time, not plead needleſs 
diverſions, lift up ejaculations to God, keep a praying 
frame of ſpirit, and God will graciquſly Pardon and 
_ entertain them. -.. Ee 

 3-Caſe. How may a Chriſtian know that he enjoy- 
eth communion with God in Cloſet-prayer ? 


Anſi Communion with God is twofold. 1. As to - 4 


Graces, 2. As to Comforts, Sometimes a Chriſtian may 
feelthe joy of Gads ſalvation, have the ſweet kiſſes of 
his mouth, ſmiles-of his face, ſeals of his Spirit, andthe 
lively ſpringings. of joy and: raviſhing pleaſures; . theſe 
carry their ownevidence along with them : But all have 
not theſe, nor any at all times; therefore the ſureſt way 

is to inquire after communion with God, with -refe- 
rence to the exerciſe of grace in duty : then hath a child 

of God true fellowſhip wich God, when by the ſweet 
aſſiftance of ,Gods Spirit his mind is knit ta the obje 
of worſhip, the underſtanding is fruitful in ſpiritual 


and ſuitable thoughts, - when the will and affeAions are —=S 


4s 


carried out in ſtrong and panting deſires and-longings 
AN es Wi EL OR I 2 _— 


>» ” 


46: - a RY 
RS . 24 VAR 
by 4: 6 : , 


” FEI pe”? WIT Fe 6 Et ny Doe Eo git ih "$3 ; 
7 XY L.4 66 "Is W A ONT - £5 SES 4 
"= gr L . , \ ah AN he - 


F:.426 - - Clofeb-Pzayer, 
F- after God: Whentheheart is throughly broken in thb 
' . Tenſeof n,melted into godly forrow, affected with the 

. ſweetneſs of pardoning grace, and ardently pleads with 
God for acceptance ; again, when the graces of the Spl- 
rit are ated in the duty, as, an holy awe and fear of 
God, faith, love, humility, zeal and fervency, anda wil 
lingneſs to forgive others, as well as to be forgiven'by 
the Lord : Laſtly, afoul may know when it hath com- 
munion with God, by the conſequences of duty, as 
when the Chriſtianis more vile in his owneyes,asAbra- 
ham was, gives God all the glory, fees and bewails his 
defects in "mag inlargements, when the ſpirit ts'leſt 
ina better frame, and fitter to bear croſſes, and perform 
after-duties, &c. 1 do but hint theſe things. 
| 4- Caſe. Suppole | have prayed and prayed, and find 
not my heart affected; ?tis dead, dull, diſtracted, I d9 
no good ; get no good in duty, I fear I offend God': 
Whar- ſhall I do ? 0 0 nt Tn 
Anſ. Such a caſe is ſad : yet confider, * 1. It maybe 
the caſe of gracious hearts ; David was fo depreſſed atid 
troubled, that he could nor ſpeak, Pſal. 55.344. Gods 
beſt Children are ſometimes out of frame, ' their ſpirits 
anfit for duty. Dr? 31 FOIDanTIO.” 
2. A rotal negleCt will not mend the- matter, not 
help the frame of your hearts ; one fin will never cure 
another 3 running from the fire- is not'the avay t6'be 
j warm : your hearts will not be better, 'bur worſe,”by 
L—— forbearance; omiſſion indiſpoleth. -* Nt; 
] 3. Who knows but God may come'in the next time? 
Keep upon the Royal Exchangeſtill, ply the oats, give 
God no reſt, aracifle not Satan by neglect. Tradefttien 
keep their Markets, though for fall oains : you'l get 

. ſomething at laſt worthyour pains ; they never were's: 

\'ſhamed that have waited'on him: The ine will be pood, 
|  - 4. God may graciouſly accept thy 6bedience;thoufgh 
&  .  thouhave not{weet inlarpernentythe obedience'is thine, 
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theinlargement God's, he is a free: Agent, and works 
when he pleaſeth, he loves to ſee poor -fouls tag and 
frggplewith their own hearts, though they can gerlit- 
tleforwatd;- yet they would be better and do better: 
The Father takes ic well when the Child is triving'ts 
obey 'him, though it fall very far ſhort :' He ſees, the 
Spirit is willing, though the fleſh be weak, and accepts 
of ypright endeavours : Nay, obſerve'it, a Chriſtians 
c6nſciefrions attetidance upon God without inlarge- 
ments;. may be more acceptable to God than when'he 
hathxhe{weeteſt inlargertents; becauſe there is teſt. 
odegiencein thole duties, bur in the other a Chriſtiah 
is (:4s/4t'were ) hired to performances by the Earneſt- 
| petiy-of inlargemaits:: Oh, ris'a brave 'think @/plrie. 
d | vete induty ander Gifcourapementsz' he'that call thac I 
lo | whetitimes are ſo'dead, that all higwares tye upowhis | 
'> | hid; yer trades more; ſurely his Rock/is great; Sbths 4 
| atrevidenceof much Faith, Love, Sitcerity,' whanthk 2 
36 | Soolean maintain this Heavenly Trade; "when his fenſt- 
{4d | bleincomes are ſmall: Yet when God thas withiraws *Þ 
Is | from you, you mthuſt dvoply lay it-to hearr, inquire the 
ts | canſejniake your peace with him,and'ply the Throfie of 
Graee with grearer' hpottunity :>Thas muck briefly, 
for theſe Cates 'of -Ounftiences. -* Wu ya0 5 
- Ah: ow, beloved Friends, I tave- difpattht this + 
Sabjeft concerning Gloſet-prayer: Whar femnaitis, but - +} 
that we ſhould all fall cloſe' to the icotiſtant praftice of 
this ' Guity ? What!Uo' Miniſters preath' Sermons,” of 
 ptint Books for I'Ivit'ts beiſeen'ahdHientd inpublick? | 
Is ir't6 bs applauded 7 Or, isit notrather to do pobd to To 
peoples foals? Arittemn people getaiy/$60d by hearing . -7 
a fouhid of words,” dr a complemthtaF readingiwiiftis 1 
written ? - Is there not ſomething/eM{e requirediof- you .*- 7 


cow, even ſetting abvur the cotiſciefitions praGitice'of | +4 
whit is before you?! What ſay y6uTirs, rothis Point? _ - 1 
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|. vain many times, 9 
= why. do we thus forget Gods omnipreſence and:omni- 
enxe ? Doth not he know our! hearts? And ſhould. 
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- ©. not, why dota Chriit direct us to the right mater, ot : 


performance, and aſſure us that out Father will reward 
1t openly ? Will God reward any thing but command- 
edduty ? There's no queſtion but 'tis a duty, I chal- 


lenge any man'to diſprove it now, and to ftand to, his. 


_ aſſertion another day before the God of Heaven : But | 
think none will deny it to bea duty ; andfirs, dare any 


"man that profeſſeth Religion, live in the groſs negle 
of plain duty ? Doyou thiak it's fit it ſhould be done, 


\ 
« x 


.and will you not doit? Shall your own tongues be 


broughtin as witneſſes againſt your ſelves? Will you be 


| like that Son that {azd, I 80 ſir, but went not-? .$hall 


God wait your lei{ure, and you'l not give him a viſit? 
' Will-you go into yourCloſetsto make up your accounts, 
and will you not reckon ſtreight betwixt God and your 
Souls? Dare yougo from day to day under the guilt of 
a known ſin ?. If yoy do not what you have read, this 
Book will flie jn the face of conſcience another day. But 
] am moſt afraid,. left Chriſtians trifle about this work, 
and ſhvffle.”it- off after any faſhion, and ſo put off God 


- | With a meer outſide 49544 oa tro pacifie conſcience, 
1 


without'that warmth and life we ſhould have.;jn our 
Cloſets : ?Is recardedof Lather,that he prayed every 


_ day three hours, andevyen then when his ſpirits were 
moſt hvely, [ Per:xret horas, eaſq; ad ſtudia aptiſſimas.] 


Nor were his Gloſet-Prayers dull, : careleſs, heartleſs ; 


but ſo fervent and-argent, faith Melarfthon, that they | 


which ſtood under hjs window where he ſtood praying, 
mightliee his tears falling and dropping dawn : .Oh but 


where 4s this zeal and ardency: in our ſecret devotion? 


Are we not ready to drop aſleep, even upon our knees? 
Alas;,how formal are we? the fire of God is wanting 


% + 


in gur.ſacrifices : m_ do we not take Gods Name in 


know not what we ſay.?- Oh, 
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not:we approve our {elves to God inour Cloſers ? Yea, ""*Y 
doth not Satan ſtand under our Clolet-window ( of ra-  * 
[- ther at our Elbow) and nears what we. ſay to God ious af 
- | Cloſets? If you take not notice of your miſtakesin Clos - © 
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s | ſer-Prayer, Satan'doth; and takes advantage by them: 

I | Indeed, Thave heard ſomemake this a ſcruple, whether ; = 
Y | they ſhould in ſecret confels heart-fins, left Satan ſhould . - Þ 
{ | be acquainted wich what he knew not before,and ſo be 

». | furniſhed with matter toaccuſethem of, but an ingenious 

e | confeſſion prevents Satans accuſation, becauſe we have 

e | a promile of remiſſion annexed thereunto, Rom. 8.33. 

Il | And who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of jultified pers 

? | ſons? He hath little reaſon to take your confeſſions,and 


» || daſh them in your teeth; ſince that was both the means. 
and evidence of pardon : But if you fear that, you may 
f do as Hannah in Prayer,ſpeak in your hearts, and then 
S | Satan cannot tell what you fay, bur your God doth : 
t | However neglect not the duty ; for this you may be 


—_ - 


2» | ſure, that Satan will catch more advantage by omiſhon 
df or negligent performance, than by an ingenious ac- 
2 | knowledgment of heart-{ins, though he do hear you. 

£ Sirs, Awake to righteouſneſs, Rouze up your ſelves 
y | to the work, put not off God or conſcience with a'ne- 
& || gative anſwer : you may as well ſay, Nay, as pretend 
] | and promiſe to do it, and not perform ; fall to the-pra- 
5 | ice ofit therefore this day, there's danger in delays, 
Y | if you doit not to day, youl be more unfit co morrow : 
» | Ar.this inſtant, fall upon thy knees, beg a bleſſing upat 
Tf this book for the good of thy ſoul and others, look-up- 
? | on Cloſet-Prayer as thy priviledge;as well as thy duty: 
* | Tis a-mercy thouniayſt go to Godas ofcen as howite 
B | and for what thou needeſt: 'Tis no ſmall favour that 
n 


God hath allowed thee the uſe of this privy Keytoopen _ 3 
» | Heaven-gates whenthou haſt not the more pablick key. +. 
of others help in Prayer; yet this is thy incouragement, /.. 


Thy Father that ſees in Jgeres will reward chis openly. = ny 


ales. tE FY rakes 
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_ led Artillery. 
S Tone Evening ſate before my cell, 

A Methought a Star did ſhoot into my lap, 
I roſe and ſhook my cloaths, as haowing well, 
That from ſmall fires, comes oft no ſmall miſhap : 

When ſuddenly I heard one ſay, 

Do as thou uſeſt adijobey, 

Expell good motions ſrom thy breſt, 
Which have the face of fire, but end in reſt. 


I, who had heard of Muſick in the Sphears, 
But ror of ſpeech in Stars, began to muſe ; 
But turning to my God, whoſe Atiniſters 
The Stars and all things arc ;, If T refuſe, 
Dread Lord, ſaid T, fo oft zay good, 
Than 1 refuſe not ev'n with blood, 
To waſh away my ſtubborn thought : 
For I will do, or ſuffer what 1 ouTht. 


But I have alſo Stars and Shooters too, 
Born where thy Servants both Artilleries uſe, 
My Tears and Prayers night and day do woo, 
And work up to thee, yet thon doſt refuſe : 
Not but I am(l muft ſay frill) 
Auch more oblig'd to do thy will, 
Than thou to grant mine ;, but becauſe 


b ws by promiſe now hath even fet Thee thy Laws : 


Then we are Shoot6rs both ;, and thou doſt deign 
To enter combate with 15, and conteft 
* With thine own clay : But I would parley fein ; 5 
Shun not my Arrows, and behold my breſt - 
* Yet if thou ſhumneſt, I am thine : 
T muſt be ſo, if I am mine. 
There ts no ariicling with thee - 
7 am but finite, yet thine infinitely. 


FINIS. 
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